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Minoru SHIGETA”

In the preceding essay (Vol. XXIV), I finished explaining the details of “Activities Week
1987,” which I had let them undone because of the limited space, especially the details of the

school letters and the trip to France. In this essay, I will mention scholastic attainments of

my son at the Manor Community College.

In the preceding essay (Vol. XX), I showed
you the letter of Miss Anne <. Sinkinson,
mathematics teacher at Manor. Indeed my
son lay under a great obligation to her. Here
again, | will tell you about her kindness to my
son and her enthusiasm for teaching
mathematics to him.

One day, at the beginning of February, 87,
my son told me that Miss Sinkinson had told
him Japanese mathematics books to school.
So 1 selected some textbooks used in the sixth
year of Kamiube Primary School, and let ;him
take them to his school along with my letter.
And on the 11th of February, my son came
home with her letter.

affectionate  words

It contained very

concerning my  Son’s
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mathematics education; her letter said that in
the Japanese mathematics books which my son
took to her, the work was too easy for him and
did not challenge him, and that as he was a
bright boy he could be coping with some
Algebra during that year which might help him
And
suggested that as there were a lot of Japanese

when he returned to Japan. she
scholars in Cambridge, there might be someone
who spoke English and Japanese, who would
be prepared to come in for 3 hours a week and
translated for Yoshi [my son], and that then she
could reallybegin to help him learn some useful
mathematics, adding that she was very worried
that my son would become frustrated and not

enjoy the subject any more. When I read the
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letter, I was filled with a deep sense of gratitude,
and answered the letter, saying that I would
contact the Society for Visiting Scholars and
find someone who would help my son with his
mathematics, adding that the teachers of
Manor were not so kind as she, because I had
written to Mrs. Brown, my son’s class teacher,
concerning the academic progress of my son but
I had not answered my letter at all. At once by
return mail, she said that she was trying to be
as helpful as possible with my son’s
mathematics education and had a colleague at
the University Department of Education who
had a small collection of Japanese texts which
had be donated by visiting academics, and that
the colleague would be bringing them to her on
Monday so she would see if they could be of any
help. Furthermore she said, “I am sorry you
feel that teachers at Manor are unhelpful; that
is certainly not the intention. I have asked Mr.
Hunter, the 1st year tutor, if he will ask all
Yoshi’'s teachers to write a comment about
Yoshi’s progress in other subjects and then to
let you know. Hopefully he will be able to do
that during next week.” And she finished the
letter, saying “Please be assured that [ will
continue to help Yoshi all I can in mathematics
— I'm already finding it interesting and
challenging, not to mention very funny; trying
to work out what the Japanese characters in
Yoshi’s texthooks are asking him to do with the
numbers! Between us I'm sure Yoshi and ;I
will both learn something” When [ finished
reading the letter, I was moved to tears and
especially was impressed by the sentence
“Between us Yoshi and I will both learn
something” At the same time I was very
happy to know that there was such a nice
teacher as Miss Sinkinson at Manor, and [ fully
appreciated her kindness, thinking heartily
that she is a teachers’ teacher and that I would
become such a good teacher.

As Miss Sinkinson told me, Mr. Hunter, the
1st year tutor, wrote a letter to me after a few
days. In his letter, he apologized me, saying
“Miss Sinkinson has passed me your letter and
I am very sorry if you feel the teachers here
have not all been as kind as Miss Sinkinson. |
have asked teachers this morning to complete a
progress check on your son and I enclose the
replies. At the moment some teachers are
away from school with flu so the set are not
complete.... Our first year parent’s evening is
on May 5th when you will be able to see all the
teachers.” Thus thanks to Miss Sinkinson and
Mr. Hunter, I received my son’s progress check
from many teachers. Now when I reconsider
my complaints to the teachers at Manor,
perhaps they may have thought that my
complaints were too selfish an idea because my
son would stay at the school for a short time.
However, the staff at Manor, not to speak of Mr.
Huuter, treated the matter seriously and wrote
down the progress check! For their kind and
generous behaviour, I thank them too much.
So in the following pages, I will show you all the
comments which were written by the teachers
who came to school at that time. At the same
time, we were given a list of my son’s school
record up to then. In the record, 1 is excellent,
and 2 is good, and 3 is satisfactory, | imagine.
This list will be shown also in the following
pages.

As Mr. Hunter announced beforehand in his
letter, toward the end of April, I received from
Mr. Hunter a school letter informing us of 1st
Year Parent / Teacher Consultation Evening on
Tuesday 5th May at 7.00 pm. The letter said,
“It is a chance for you to talk to your child’s
teacher concerning the work done during the
first year. It is a very important evening and
we hope all parents will be able to come.” In
addition to the above sentences, it said, “In
order that the evening proceeds as smoothly as
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possible it will be helpful if you could complete
the reply slip below and if your child could
make appointment times with the teachers you
wish to see” So talking with my son, I
completed the reply shp and let him make
appointment times with the teachers we
wished to see. And on 5th May, 1 went to
Mannor Community College with my wife and
saw Miss Sinkinson, Mr. Daft, Mr. Smith, Mrs.
Partridge and Mr. Hunter, and asked them
some questions about my son’s progress, and
also thanked them for their kind teaching and
consideration to my son. Some teachers said
that my son was very good at football, and
others said that my son could translate English
ito Japanese for the two Japanese pupils who
were newcomers at Manor. Hearing these
sayings, I was much relieved to know that my
son managed to fit in. It is a matter for regret
that such consultation evening which many
teacher attend is not help in Japan. In our
country, class teachers play a very important
role in Parent / Teacher consultation, and it is
only class teachers that talk with their pupils’
parents. Therefore I wish there ware such
consultation afternoon or evening in our
country, too.

As I mentioned in the preceding essay, I was
to leave Cambridge for Paris on July 1st. So
for the final month in England I was terribly
busy in packing my belongings, and doing
farewell parties with our friends and
acquaintances ;in Cambridge, and in writing
letters of my gratitude to them. On June 28th,
I wrote to some persons who I thought helped,;
and encouraged my three children at each
school, including the headmaster, the class
teacher, of Milton Road Junior School, and the
headmaster, the pastoral eare, Mr. Hunter and
the class teacher, of the Manor Community
College, and the deputy head, Mr. Hjort and the
class teacher, of Impington Village College. In

each letter, I expressed our gratitude to their
kind, generous and friendly teaching and
advice to my children and enclosed a cheque
£100 to each of the three schools as a mark of
our appreciation. After I left England on July
1st on schedule, my wife received a letter from
Mr. Hunter, pastoral care of Manor. Showing
you the letter of thanks from him in the
following pages, I will finish this essay.
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