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   On the British Education System

                    and

The State Schools in Cambridge (XXI)

Minoru SHIGETA''

  In the preceding essays (Vol.  XIX and XX)， 1 mentioned， according to the schoo1 brochure and my son's

notebooks and sehool letters， the school lessons my son studied at the Manor Community College; Religious

Edueation， French， Library， Drama， Mathematics， Art Design， Music， and Physical Education.  However， I

left the explanation of Physical Education half done.  There」fore，1㎞this essay，丘rst of all， I wj皿tell you about

the rest of the explanation of Physical Education and then 1 will explain the rest of the school lessons my son

studied at Manor. 

  In the preceding essay， 1 fmished explaining the aim and teaching plan of Physical Education at Manor，

but 1 left the explanation of the sports sueh as Cross Country， Netball， Rounders， and Crieket quite unfamil-

iar in Japan.  So I w皿tell you about these sports， but 1 do not know them ve】ry we皿， and I wi皿mention th em

by consulting a dictionary and an encyclopaedia，

  Cross Country has been rather famihar among Japanese people in recent years， and it is a sport ''moving

or directed across open country， rather than following roads. ''i 1 hear ctoss country is fit for bringing up

marathon race runners.  At the Manor Community College， my son says， they often let the students run

cross country races at P.  E.  lessons in winter. 

  Netball， which was played at Milton Road Junior School where my younger daughter attended， and I

hear it is often played by girls， is like basketball， but it is also unfamihar in Japan.  Maybe you ean imagine

that it is similar to basketba皿without board.  So I think it is more dj缶cult than basketba皿. 

  Rounders， which is also unknown in our eountry and which 1 do not know at all， is ''a game played with a
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bat and a ball by two. parties or sides， on a piece of ground marked off into a square or c廿de or pe血tagoh， si》itli F』

a battefs station， and three (or more) goals or bases at equal distanees.  On the bail being thrown toward

him the batter tries to drive it aW' ≠?as fai as hd'can tind run eompletely irotind' the' goals， or over any one of

the four parts， before the ball ean be thrown baek to the'batting station.  The batter is declared out if he fails

tb se6ttre a run after having had threb balls， if a fielder returns the' bail sio as to' stnke him while running， or

if the ball from his bat is eaught in the air' by one of the fielders. ''2 ln short， you may imagine that rouders is

an En glish ball game similar to baseball.  But 1 did not hear the game of rounders at all through my son's

sPdech;and 1 think rounders was not played in P. 'E.  at Manor;' '''

   Cricket， whieh 1・know by name but do not understand the min，ute rules， is ''the national game of England，

also' olay6d in' thb uhite'd 'States， G'reat Britain， Au'Sttalia) South Afric'a' ， New Zealand， lndia， Canada and

Westi lndies.  'TvVo oPbosing teains with eleveh player's on eaeh side aim to make the high'est ntiinber of runS. 

Wi・廊;'c・n・面ing・価・6・・tu畑， a・e pi也6h・曲th・.  g畑nd 22 y舳・画:''・. Fu曲・m・・e， E吻・1qp・6・

diti Arherichna 'nientions the origin: ''Cricket， like other bad and ball games， was not ‘invented，' but slowly'

6》・挿6d恥血'・ri・i・rit Egypti・h鰍拙皿ty ht』・. 晒畑加・・nn・・t・it・with・th・S・・ttiSh℃・伽d D・9，'・

・5th cen鱒‘H・・dy曲nd・ut・，'th・F・en・h C珈・t，・nd・n unce軸℃曜h・v・n・tbee面cces8飢bint

all sUch garinesi are'related. ''4 '11ie ehcyclopaedia 6Qntinues ag to the origin‘of the name: ''The rihme crieket

''p' tobably comes from the' Saxon ・cn'cce， sirice there ar6 so mtiny foimg'6f this word for the instrizme'nt 'used in

th。 ba，iy g。n・ri・gtim・・6fヒlub and b・皿. . 'But th・㎞m・di・t・. 6me8t…fth・'細囲・t・・1b・皿，・曲・t・tb・皿

，u，t。m， ass㏄i・t・d with the chu・・h.  S伽lb・皿9・mes w・・e翻㎞es p・r・ex・ell・h・d・f・t・・urt血g b・t痴

y。ilth， and面d・面h・P・rti⑳・tbd・a6h・・a繭』ti6・d・触61y』士・1・t血9. th・g・m・wi伽h吻・i・血t・p面9・

tim， ile，t血ty rit・・.  In・t・・b・血，'・n6 piay・・th・ew a b・n・t「an. upturnbd th・ee・1・g9・d『8t・・1， d・f・nd6d by

an6ther'Plhyet. ' lt vVas perha'ps kn6wn in 1330， certainly by'1450.  Later a s:eeorid stcio1 was' added.  ' A sitool

i，a1，。，a皿，d a面，k，t，。nd・it・iS・P。ssib1・亡h・t thi・w・・th・面gin・fth・n・m・. 'H・w・v・・，舳血・e・fthb w・・d

w。9n。t h6tdd 'tM 1643，葡，，ea、・th6・ea曲，t kn6wn。dfe・en・6伽脚・・aM・ri・k・t i・1598， in Fl面す・

it。li。nごEhgli、h' di，ti。h。η1オ晦旧. ㎡晦ぬ陀Unt曲曲・・evid・nce i・f・und， we c・n・1ude・th・t th・脚・

cam，丘。m励。鋤e矯 ra・・n・ti・k. ・M・dem・ri・k・t・am. e・fag・with th・p血ting㎡th6館・伽1・曲1744ノ'・

. '

p廟・i6pa幽・6ぬt面ues徳p1・血th・M・dd血cri・k曲d・t・皿， but i伽伽16ng，・・lw皿t・n y・u ab・ut
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it by making an extract from the explanation of the modern game: ''Cricket stands pre-eminent in England

among the many outdoor pastimes pursued during the summer months.  Cricket is not solely a game of skill;

chance is also a factor， and condition of the pitch and weather are so influential that in some eases a side

which appeared to have little prospect of success has come out victorious. . . .  For a double wicket game eleven

players on eaeh side are necessary.  After the captains have tossed a coin to settle who shall have choice of

innings， thg eqptain of the fie｝ding side places his men， and the other captain usually opens the innings by

sending in two of his surest and safest batsmen to defend the wickets and to make the runs.  The purpose of

the opening batsmen usually is to take the edge off the fresh bowling to make way for aggressive and big-

hitting batsmen.  The placing of the field depends entirely on the style of bowling， whether it be fast， medi-

um pace， or slow.  The丘eld having been duly placed， and the batsmen having tlle廿stand， the umpire calls

‘play，' and the bowler sends down his fust ball.  After six bails have been delivered from one wicket (in some

countries eight are bowled; in England eight is optional， but six balls are used in all first-class matches) the

umpire calls ‘over，' and the field is reversed subject to slight positional changes at the direction of the captain

or the bowler. ' These ‘overs' continue to be bowled from alternate ends until the eleven batsmen have been

disposed of When the tenth wicket fa皿s， the remaini lg batsmen automatically retire and the other side

now comes tb bat.  Runs are made by the batSman driving the ba皿far enough away to give him time to

change places with the batsman at the other end， before the bail returns.  Each change constitutes a run. 

Six is the largest number of runs that can be made from a single hit， that oecurring when the ball is driven

clear off the pitch or out of the grounds.  A six could also be run by a fielder overthrowing wh en returning

the ball to the'wicket-keeper.  The task of the bowler is to try in every possible way to dislodge one or both of

the bails resting on top of the stumps defended by the batsm an， or eise to tempt him into hitting the ball into

th e air so that it may be caught before bouncing by one of the fielders.  ' Besides being bowled or caught， a

batsman may be ‘run out，' that is， have his wicket hit by the ball while he is attempting to score a run， or he

niay be ‘stumped-out，' which is to have the same thing happen when he rashly steps out of his crease to strike

aban and misses， enabling the wicket・keeper to ship off the ba皿s.  The batsmen can also be ouポleg before

wicket，' which meahs that his legs have been struck his wicket.  He can also be out， knoeking off the bails

with his own bat.  The ball usua皿y comes tO the batsman on the frrst bOunce and the bowlefs skM is shown
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in varying the，piteh， speed'and direCtion' of the''ba''ll gO''that the batsman:i's uneertain whether to play forward

oゆack One o紬e best forms of bowling is what iS know町as. ‘bowling with the b茸eak the pecu血arity. of

which. consists hl that the ba皿after strikin9.  the 9round does not'continue 'straight' bn but swerv6s or sp血s

sharply to right or left like a ‘cut' tennis ball.  The art in batting is to play with a ‘straighi'' baek，' that is， 'as

far as・possible to swing the bat at・ right angles to the groundi the advantage gained thereby being that' the・・

wickets are mote completely covered and thereis less ehanee of giving a・eatch.  Extra runs may be made if

the batsman mi8ses， or the ba皿、escapes the wicket・keeper or other fi61ders、. An inning6 may be‘dedaredl

whe. n， the captam' considers'his side・has made a seore so high that his opponents are'not liltely to eatch up;

The advantage of a ‘declaration' is that it may enable a captain.  to win a'match whieh. normally could not be

fmiShed囲in.  tho:timo a皿owed. . ・Three・fu皿days are u8ua皿y requir・ed飯'a・f・rst・cla89 two・'i血ings match. ・Bad・・…

weather， oゴa co皿apse by the batSman of one team｝ could cu㎡自il a fi' st・cla88 match to two。day8，0r・oven

one， daYS'・play;.  Consistent rain would prevent a m'atch beM・ g.  started.  ln tdgt matches in Australia the

games are sometimes played to a finish and go on fbr many day8.  In Canada there. are clubs血血any qities，

tOWns and v皿ages. '16            1、.   . 一

  In fact，' in England they often broadeast ericket matches on telbvision at weekend， eind sometimes crieket

matches entitled''World Championship'':、are held in Ehgland， A耐raha， and In曲. 1画deed， cricket may be・

ca皿ed a national sport also like bas¢ba皿in America. ・1 have mentioned'一cricket， bUt 1 am afraid that. . you do

n・t・・UnderStand.  itVe尊we皿. ・      一「，・.  「1. .  一一:.  ・

  . lndeed there were numerous elubs and teams at Manor; One day in March，' my son 一eame・back from

schoo1 with a letter from Mr.  Tippet， P. E teacher at Manor. ・ The letter said， '' 1 would ・like Yoshi to play fer

the secondi year football team in a game at Swavesey VMage. CoPege tomorrow night， Wednesday. ・' 1 expect

tO・9et・b・曲・ch・・1・t 6・00・lfy・u h・ve any que・ti・n・a鳳the 9・mr・pl…ed・n・t h・・it・te t・血9me！'

L・t・・1・w皿t・Uy・u ・bOut it・rly S・nb・1・ng・d。・K・miub・Fo・tb・皿Club血」apan・80heb㏄㎜eamembe「of

a football club.  called‘℃hesterton Footba皿Club''when. we settled in Cambridge.  Maybe Mrl. Tippet heard of

-my son， and selected him a member of the schoo1 team.  .  And of course 1 wrote a letter to him，・ saying that if

my・・n・' 浴cf・nyh・lp，Iw・u1仙・y・ut・凪my・・n'f…a・P1・y…n曲・h・ut・thim・・. ?Eh・d厩nu・edt・

such a . thing in Japan.  ' Later from niy sonJ heard that the school team had lost the game. '
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一English・一'''''''・'

   Accor曲1g tO the school brochure， the English Department has a range of related aims.  It says，''There is

an emphasis on sound technique in written work with students taught to handle various kinds of written

tasks which are designed to equip them fbr the demands placed upon communication ski皿s in the adult

wo. rld; these 一tasks may be divided into descriptive writing， debate /' ≠窒№浮高?獅煤C narrative， letters， written con・

versation， comprehension and summary.  The curriculum is also aimed at developing ability and taste in

readmg by the close study of certain texts and by introducing each student to as wide a choice of reading ma-

terial as the College's resourees make available.  Reading， seeing and taking part in plays is another aspect

of our work.  There are timetabled Drama lessons for all fust apd second'
凾?≠?pupils， visits are made to the

cinema and the theatre whenever these can be related to thd curriculum and occasionally performances are

given i皿the Co皿ege by education al theatre groups.  Fo皿owing the i ltroduction of G. C. S. E.  Enghsh」for

which eontinUous assessment in speaking and listening is a requirement， we see it as increasingly important

that oral fluency is a clearly defmed goal.  Every effort wM be made to increase confidence in all our stu-

dents in this area. .  Thus the English Department seeks to play an important part in enabling students

leaving at sixteen for either work or further edueation to speak their own minds， write what they have

thought andhave care for correctness ofwritten and'
唐垂盾汲??English.  Our efforts are aimed at making them

understand what they read and hear and at maste血g their ideas and resもating them elearly.  We wf皿en・

deavour to make sure that they have an understan(ling of the ditTerent uses of language， of the language

which relates， describes， evaluates， persuades and is the instrument of the creative imagination.  The De-

partment beheves that ski皿in the student's writhlg wi皿groW with continual practice under the influence of

clear， systematic teaLching.  High morale in the pupil is seen as particularly important and neat， earefu1，

well presented work is valued.  We expect a lively and sustained personal response on the part of all pupils

t・'
狽?EEngh・h p・・gramm・whi・h・h・uld l・ad th・m t・a・esult血G. C. S. E.  Engli・h・whi・h・e且ect・th，ir。bihty

and effort. 

   In the following page＄， 1 wi11 show you my son's composition and exercises which he made for English les-

sons.  The teacher requires my son to write a few sentences in English about his life at home in Japan， and

lists four minute topics: 1) Schoo1 in Japan 2) My house in Kamiube 3) My best frien d is. . . .  4) Sports for
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young people in Japan. 

  Acc・・伽9的the teacheガs・eque・t， my・・n whtes s・me senteηces in Eng益sh t・sqtisfy the・equ廿edゆics・

Of course， there are many . gramrpagical mistakes in bis writing， Put 1 think b，e made・a remtirkqble progress

in English because 1 had not taught him English at all dumhg 6ur stay in Japan.  So the teacher inakes

commenf 6p his w6rk， saying that it is Very interesting， and requires him to，leave a line betwegn bis writing

so that'he can correct his work beneath it， and uies to encourage him to writie some sentences about his year

血Engl・nd.  A・・1・fe・l it t・th・te・・he・・at M辻t・n R・ad」uni・・S・h・・1， th・t・a・h・・s血Engl・nd， l t趾，・・e

very ggod at praising and eneouraging pupils，

Teqhnical Subjects. 

  Accordmg to the schoo1'brochure， Technieal Subj ects contain Craft， Design and Technology.  It tells us

・b・ut・th. ese・・ubje・ts「athe「曲ute妙:''Du血9・the伽ttwoyea「s a皿pup齢脚udy噸㎡pesi甲based

su切ect・・'. .       ・・，層.  .   1.     ・
                                                                                   毛

     L加並ユ   Ω:RAE工」)ESK-KΣLΩGY
                 a) Technology

                'b) . Pesign Graphics'

                 ・)Pesigning and M・k塊、

                          T     .  :          ' ，    . 

     恥2 -                 a) Fabric and Threadwork

                 b) Nutrition and Food Stu dies ，

   t  i  一  一  一  一  一  一  一  一  一  一  一  一  一  一  一  一  一 一.  一  一  一 一.  一  一  一  一  一  一  一  一  一  一  一 一.  一  一  t  一  一  一  一  一  一  一  一  一  一  一  一  一 一' 一  一  一  一  一  一  一  一  一  一  一  一  一  一  一  一  一  t  一  一  一  i  一  一  r  一  一

Unit 1 の

)
 
)

「
D
C

｝

'lhe brbehure continues:

Th・・c・i・1・・e M・ehh・i・gy・i・an・pPh・ati・n・fsci・nt盗・p中・ipl・も⑲レ・

Practical everyday.  problems. 

. ' she Design GraphiCs work will be the preparation of drawings/sketches

、. ・n仙蜘tiOnS伽OnveγμeS脚ideaS・

Pesigntpg and Making eonsists oC the design and construction of a range of

 items in wood， metal and plasties 一一 developing problems-so1ving abMty and

constructional skM.  ' .  . 

''Opportunity is given in year 3 fo; pupils to follow courses of study which involve a
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combination of Units 1 and 2.  After extendmg their experiences in years 1，2 and 3， all pupils have the op-

portunity in years 4 and 5 to engage in design /practical work to G.  C. S. E.  level in a variety of materials 一viz. 

Wood， metal， acrylie， polyester and glass fibre.  All work is design・based using a prpblem-solving approach. 

AG・c・s・E・vehicle Design and Eng血eering Course operates at 4th and 5th ygar level where pupils learn to

service and maintain four and two wheeled vehicles， where a key emphasis is plaeed upon the design and re-

lated technology.  In addition， G. C. S. E.  courses in Technology and Design Communication have been devel-

oped with a problem-solving base. '' The brochure explains Unit 2: Food and Fabric'Technology:

''ln this unit pupils are encouraged to . develop an awarengss of the implications oftechnology. in the home and

to develop competence in its use.  A problem-solving approach is used in order to prepare pupils for a per-

petually changing soeiety.  The course in Fabrics and Threadwork covers several areas:一 Threads ＆ Tex・

tures， Making Fabrics， Design Production and Machine Competence.  All pupils have the opportunity in the

3rd year to develop their range of ski皿s within text皿es.  The course is ta丑ored to hldjvidual requirement

thus enabling some pupils to investigate garment construction whilst others may 100k at items for the cre-

ative use of leisure time.  Pupils wi11 also study the ，contribution of textiles to soeiety.  The Nutrition and

Food studies eourse involves a variety of topics ranging frQm ‘ehoosing food for a healthy diet，' t'o developing

management and decision-making skills which ate required for the effective organization of family resoutces. 

Du血g th・3・d yea・p・p皿s can・・ntinu・t・in…tig・t・thi・in it・wid・・t・・nt・xt， in・1u曲g th， p。。du，ti。n，

processing， marketing and preparation of・food; patterns and habits of eating and the effect of food on the body. 

Partieular emphasis is placed on the needs of teenagers and the relatiQnship/，bet・ween food'and'health. 一 For

・ 4th and 5th year pupils who wish further to develop their skills and interest we offer the following G. C. S. E. 

courses in.  Home Economics: Food ＆ Nutrition ， Ch ild Development， and Textiles.  These courses follow th e

problem-solving pathway developed in the lower schoo1 and focus on the home， family and community. 

   In・h・・t， C・出， Design・and・Techn・1・gy(CD. T. )・・e， in・my・P血i・n，町・㎞丑。・ω'. ・・9ijut，u k。t，i・血」。p。n. 

Though 1 am going to mention later， my son was awarded ''Progress'' at C. D. T. 

  So far we have seen some subj ects my sori studied at Manor; Physical Education and some unfamiliar

sports， such as Cross Country， Netba皿， Rounders and Cricket， English and Technical Su切ects. . However，
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the space is. ㎞it・d・S。血my n・xt essay;Iw皿teU y・u・bOut th・・e・t・fth・・呵㏄ts my・・n・tゆ・d・t the

Manor. Cgmmunity Co皿ege・ . ・. .      一  .   . .  』      . ・ 一

        .            1『 '  .  ‘∫(伽伽・φ
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