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  On the British Education System

                and

The State Schools in Cambridge (XII)

Minoru SHIGETA＊

   In the preceding essays (Vol.  IX and X)， 1 mentioned the school lessons，

especiaky science， physical education and proj ect.  In Vol. M.  1 told you

bout the school events， but 1 could not explain another big school event on

account of imited space.  So in this essay， 1 wM tell you about the big

event in which my family and 1 were much interested. 

3.  ''Discover lndustry'' Residential Field 'llirip

   On 13th November， ‘86， we received a school letter entitled ''FIELD

STUDIES WEEK 一一一 15th to 19th June 1987. '' The content of the letter

is as follows:

To : Parents of children in P4 / R4 (1986 / 87)

vatELD STUDIES WEEK-15th to Uth. 一June 1987

As you m ay know from previous years， the Fourth Ye ar children are in-

  volve d in field studies during a week in their third term， which is a part of

  the Social Stud ies topic being followed at that time.  There are two options

  一一一一一 to remain based at School and make day visits to various places of inter-

  est or to take part in a five-day re sidential field trip.  For 1987 both options

  wru be based on a study of aspects of industry 一一一 p ast， present and future. 

 After consideration， we have decided to offer to you and the children an一
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other ''Discover lndustry'' residential tour to the Midlands and South Wales. 

We hope to visit such places as lronbridge (the he art of the lndustrial Revo-

lution)， a cotton mill， glassworks， a canal boat museum， Jodrell B ank ob-

servatory and 一 always the high spot 一 a coal mine. 

The trip is being organised through PGI、 School Tours and w皿， be the

fourth we have m ade with this company.  We shall be staying for three

nights at Boreatton Park， Shroupshire， where the accommodation is in 10-

berth caravans， and.  at Tan Troed (ne ar llangorse) in South Wales Where

we shall be under canvas for one night. 

The total cost to you， which includes travel， accommodation， meals， en-

trance fees， insurance and necessary organisation， w」皿be£70. 00. 

Numbers w皿be l血ited to a max血um of 52 chjldren because of travel and

acommodation requirements and your apphcations w皿be dealt with on the

basis of''血st come，血:rst served'';you may apply f()r a place， with£15 de-

posit， from Wednesday 19th November.  Deta ils concerning this will follow

in a separate letter next week. 

To enable Parents to see slides and photographs taken on previous tours

and to he ar about and discuss the field studies week more fully， there wM

be a meeting in the School Hall on :

TUESDAY 18th NOVEMBER at 8. 00pm. 

  So we attended the meeting at the schoo｝ hall on '］Mesday 18th Novem-

ber at 8:00 p. m.  to hear about and discuss the fie｝d studies more fully.  On

that occasion， we were given a brochure entitled ''‘DISCOVERING IN-

DUSTRY FIELD TRIP 15th-19th June(1987)一一一一Fourth-Year Pupils

-INFORMATION FOR PARENTS. '' The brochure explains a lot of

血nute deta且s， such as Aims， Accommodation， Programme， Insurance， and

so on.  As 1 am much interested in the'brochure， I wi皿write down the

point here:
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AnN4S

The intention of this Field Trip is two-fold. 

1.  To give the children an understanding of the effects of the lndustrial

Revolution and a view of industry in general ; this wM be achieved

through first-hand experience by visiting suitable places of interest. 

2.  To extend the children's social education by means of a residential

period away from School and home. 

PGL

？GL IYoung. Adventure Ltd.  (a member ofABTA) has been introducing chil-

dren to outdoor activities for almost 30 years.  Boreatton Park is an 5state

gf 240 acres set in the beautiful border countryside just north of Shrews-

bury.  The Park provides a stimulating but secure' @enviroument for the
ra pge oE 4c-tiyities which take place withn its bouEndaries.  The centrepiece

is the . olq. YictorianJmansion.  There is a heated indoor sWimming ‘pool，

sports hall， large scale assault course and an anini al farm. 

AC COMMODATION / MEALS

At Boreatton Park we shall be staying in the residential caravans， which

are on an attractive site on the edge of the woods below the mansion.  Each

accommodates up to 10 children.  Teachers wi11 have their own caravan in

the same area， witlm earshot of those of the children！ There is a modern

higb standard ！gilet.  and ''shower block nearby.  Throughout the night all

pathwqys. . are ruurr｝inated.  Sleeping bags and sheet imers are piovided

b讐魎P皿・Ws 一 these sh・Uld be taken ify・u feel it is necessaiy， alth。ugh

aJe「sey put m a p皿ow case(not supPlied)w皿su伍ce.  Our party w皿also
be a-llocated a drying room for wet clotlmg， and other facilitieg ar6 availatti6

in the mansi・n・Three substantial meals are p翻ded each day and a
drink at supper time.                    A cogkgd gr non-cooked breakfaSt and the revetmg

me≠鰍曹窒?一servgd cafeteria-style in the dining room whle packed lunches Eli8

supplied for when we are out on day visits. 
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PROGRAM］N4E
We shall be departing fピom School by coach on the Monday mor血g and
travelling to Boreatton Park where we shall be based until our return on

:Friday.  Visits wi皿include the following:

Ironbridge Gorge Museums

 一 The lron Bridge

一 Seven Bridge Warehouse and Warehouse Museum

一一 Coalbrookdale Museum of lron

一 Blists Hill Open'Air Museum

G｝adstone Pottery Museum， Stoke-on-Trent

 一 Displays of pottery， porcelain， bathroom furniture， etc

 一一 Bottle ovens

Quarry Bank Mi11， Styal， Cheshire

 -Georgian Cotton Mi皿

Crystal Glassworks， Tutbuiy

 一一 Small co-operative modern firm

Canal Boat Museum， Ellesmere Port
 一一 Mstorical record of ca nals， canal people and their way of ure

 一一 Covered and outside exhibits

 一 Short cruise on an mland waterways boat

Jodrell Bank Radio Telescope

一一
@lncluding the planetarium

Chatterley-Whitfield Mming Museum

-Tour of the曲e and above ground workings

一 Hesketh Steam Winding Engine

 一 Travel by underground miners' electric train

一一一
@Pit ponies underground

At least two of the museums have won the ''Museum of the Ye af' Award in

recent years and all have direct appeal to children. 
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DAILY TIM ETABLE
This win be mod:岨ed according to our visits， but w皿be something hke this

Before 7. 30am

7. 30am 一 8. 30am

9. 00am 一 4. 45pm

5. 00pm approx. 

5. 30pm-6. 30pm

6. 30pm 一 8. 30pm

9. OQpm

9. 30pm

Organised (！) activities

Bre akfast

Away on a day visit

Evening meal

Free time

Evenig activities

Evening drink

Bed (and Lights out！)

For the early mortmg and evetmg activities， the children wi11 be divided

into groups， each group doing one or two activities in e ach of the sessions at

Boreatton Park and each group being assigned a PGL group le ader / in-

structor (knows as a ''groupee'').  Swimming， roller skating， the assault

course， the rope slide and a disco are usually available to us; there wru also

be a camp fire barbecue if the weather is in our favour. 

SAFETY AND M EDICAL MATTERS

The tour is taking place with the approval of the IDcal Education Authority

and the organisation and stafimg are in accorda［nce with the AuthoritY s

policy on such matters. 

E)rtra actiVities(in the early moming or eve血lg)take place㎜der the su-

pervision of trained PGL staff and in our own pre sence.  PGL safety stan-

dards meet the requirements laid down by the Department of Education

and Science.  We have to point out that accidents can happen， p anicularly

while using the assault course and rope slide， but these and the other extra

activities are optional.  There is a sick bay; a qualified nurse is on 24 hour

call as part of the PGL staff and there are arrangements for local GP cover. 

Every eff()rt w皿be made to contact you in the event of your ch且d beco血ng

ru or having an accident beyond somethng of a minor nature. 

Information， including any necessary medical details， wM be required from

parents before we leave.  A form for this purpose accompanies these notes

  ILeqt sg-ggpu;11e1e-gptase com l t d tur tt S h 1 di tLge 1yl
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INSURANCE

The party has been autom atically insured at the t血e of booking.  Cover

includes reimbursement in the event of cancellation prior to departure due

to i皿ness or personal accident， medical and Other expenses including the

costs of travel for parents to be with an injured child.  We have also taken

out further cover against the loss of personal baggage， belongings and

money， and any enforced curtailment of activities.  The full details are

available in School should you wish to see them. 

TRANSPORT

This wi11 be by coach from and to School， and on each day visit.  Exact de-

parture and return times win be noti丘ed to you when they are fUna:hsed. 

We shall be returning on Friday afternoon.  It is planned to include a short

boat j ourney at Ellesmere Port and a ride on an underground electric train

at the血ne. 

VALUABLES

PGL do not take responsibil ity for articles of value.  Children are not to

bring radios or cassette recorders.  They m ay bring cameras but must be

responsible for them.  Anythng which is valuable and required during the

day or night should be handed in to one of the teachers・and reclaimed when

neded. 

POCKET MONEY

Each c皿d m ay b血g up to a maximum of£15 for the week.  This shoUld

be brought to School in one pound coins in a strong sealed and named enve-

lope on the Friday before the trip.  Children can ask for whatever money

they need at specified ''pocket moneY' times 一一一 it then becomes their own

re sponsib ility.  The party is allocated a safe at Bore atton Prark. 

CLOTHING AND POSSESSIONS

A且clothng and possessions MUST be naエned ANI)MUST also show the
name of the School.  A suggested clothng list is given in the Pre-Trip
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Check List. 

MESSAGES

Mr EIhs w皿be血formed of our arrival at Bore atton Park on the Monday

afternoon， and wM post a notice to that effect in a window at the front of

School. 

An children win be asked to b血g a stamped(丘rst・class)postcard which
wi11 be written in time for posting on Tuesday morning. 

There wi11 be p ay-telephones available for children to telephone home but

these cam iot receive in・co血ng calls 一一 and there can be long queues of chi1・

dren waiting their turn！ lf you need to contact your child urgently， please

get in touch with Boreatton Park o伍. ce and a message w皿be relayed to
your child. 

ADDRESSES
          PGL Young Adventure Ltd

          Boreatton Park

          Baschurch

          Shrewsbury

          Shriosgure SY4 2EZ tel:Baschurch(0939)260551

          PGL Head Office :

          PGL School Tours

          Station Street

          Ross-on-Wye

          Hereforshre HR9 7AH tel:Ross-on-Wye(0989)64211

          Milton RDad Jtmior School tel : Cambridge (0223) 359324

                   ＊＊＊＊＊＊＊＊＊＊＊＊＊＊＊＊＊＊＊＊＊＊＊＊＊

DATA PROTECTION ACT 1984

:For the puXposes of the field trip， personal血form ation about your child is

transferred on to a computer datafile.  At the conclusion of the trip the
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medical血formation w皿be deleted immediately and the rest of the in:for・

mation shortly thereafter. 

RECEIPT

Receipt of these instructions constitutes a formal receipt for completion of

your p ayments for the trip. . 

   On that occasion I received an explanatory note of insurance consist血g

of three pages.  lt explains the details about P. G. L.  School Party lnsurance

and P. G. L.  Optional lnsurance.  lt is said that the English are a people in-

suring themse｝ves in case of accident and that insurance business began

first in England.  By the way， when my family and 1 pla皿ed to make a

coach tour of Lake District and Scotla皿d血Apr且，‘87， during our stay in

Cambridge， a clerk of the travel agency asked me if 1 would insure us all. 

Of course， I agreed to do so in case we should have accident.  Taking such a

th血g into consideration， I am not quite sure， but I cannot help thinking

they insured at least School Party lnsurance. 

   On 27th November， we got a rather long school letter concerr血g fUrther

details of the Field Studies Week the next June.  The point of the letter is

as follows :

. . . .  As described in our letter of 13th November， two options are proposed :

children may spend the week based at school and do local visits， or they

may participate in the five day / four night residential Field 'lbeip to the

West Midlands and South Wales.  The cost f()r the latter w皿be£70 per

child based on our takmg a mi血ium of 40 chjldren.  A∋is nor副， such a

Field Trip is subject to the apProval of the I・ocal Education Authority a皿d

this is expected shortly. 

Our plans at this stage are for the Cambridge based group to be under the

care of Mr Ellis and Mrs Carter， while those on the Field Trip wi11 be with
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M)r Phipps， Mlr？s Russon and two accompanying students completing their

丘nal teaching Practice. 

You must decide which of the two options you want for your child.  lf you

wish to choose the:Field Trip， but foresee(liilEicUlties in p aying the fU皿cost，

you should discuss the matter confidentially with M)r Ellis.  You should do

this without delay so that all applications for places on the Field Trip can be

received from Wednesday of next week (3rd December).  lt is hoped that a

fund wi11 be established from which assistance m ay be offered.  (The Gov-

ernors have discussed this matter and given approval in principle. )

On this occasion we are prepared to take on the Field Trip any child who

wishes to go， although a maximum number may have to be applied because

of accommodation and 1 or travel restrictions. 

Payment for the Field Trip may be made in one of the following ways :

1.  Deposit of£15 and two further payments 一

   Week endmg 30rh January :£15

   Week endmg 3rd April : £15

2.  Deposit of£15 and two further payments 一一一

   Week endmg 30rh January : £25

   Week endmg 3rd April : £30

3.  ln full (£70) immediately. 

4.  A few peopie may prefer to pay by weekly installments 一一一一

  Deposit of£15 immediately; then weekly， commencing 12th

  December， twelve p ayments of£4 and one of£7.  The split week at

  the end of term / beginning of next is excepted.  The se payments

  must be made on a Friday mortmg of each week. 

5.  Payments， with fuiancial assistance， by arrangement through Mr

 Full settlement may be made at any time after the deposit is paid. 

 Deposits and other monies paid to the tour company， PGL School

 Tours， are not normally refundable， except under the terms of the

 insurance policy which comes into effect i皿mediately your deposit is
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paid to them. 

All cheques should be made payable to MILTON ROAD JUNIOR S CHOOL

FUND. 

Finally， the attached reply sheet should be returned to School from 一 but

not before 一一一 next We dnesday， 5th December.  Applications for the Field

Trip w皿be dealt with on a''五rst come/丘rst served''basis from that date. 

  At that time， my wife and 1 had a problem ; my daughter's bed-wetting. 

So I went to see the class teachers of the 4th Year for the problem.  As soon

as 1 told them about it at school， they told me that there would be no prob-

lem about it because they would wake each child every night by turns.  To

hear that， 1 was much relieved and paid £70 by cheque， addmg that they

would take good care of my daughter. 

   Iw皿mention the other things about the:Field Studies Week， but the

space is lmited， so 1 wru tell you about them in next essay. 
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