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On the British Education System

               and

The State Schools in Cambridge aX)

Minoru SHIGETA＊

   In the preceding essays (Vol. VI and VID， 1 mentioned a general

statement-of Milton Road JUnior School including the school organization，

carriculum， extra curricular activities， P. T. A. ， school meals， educational

visits， and so on， accorcimg to the school pamphlet.  In Vol. VIII， 1 told you

about my younger daughter's school lessons including spellmg and reading，

language and mathematics. 

   In this essay， 1 wru mention the school lessons， especially science，

physical education and proj ect. 

 Science

    As in Japan， it seems that they give various e】くpe血ents to the school

 children.  Accordmg to the school pamphlet， work in Science is concerned

 with fostering enquiring minds and a s. c.  ie.  ntific approach to prob｝ems and

 their possible solutions.  This is achieved in a linked ways， developing:

   一一一一 scientific concepts through various activities

   -processes and ski皿s

   一 the abihty to make well-founded generalisations. 

 The acquisition of scienti丘。 concepts is importa皿t:i皿order that the children

make some sense of the many aspects of the world around them.  The

＊宇部工業高等専門学校英語教室

                宇部工業高等専門学校研究報告 第42号 平成8年3月



134 Minoru SHIGETA

concepts may include， for example， energy， structure， life and change. 

Processes and skills， such as observation， exploration and experimentation

wru lead to new knowledge， an aesthetic awareness of the subj ects under

study and the ability to form， test and re-test their own hypotheses.  The

ch且dren should be able to make meaning飼， scientifically-based general

statements and to apply some of their knowledge to practical situations. 

   Now I w皿show you two copies of the notebook of science in which my

younger daughter wrote down.  One of them is experiment on 19th May，

'87， to prove that water power is more efEicient than foot power for

transporting things.  The other is an exper血ent on 2nd June，，87， to

create a hovercraft which moves without friction. 
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    But she does not mention the result， partly because she could not

understand， it seems， the meaning of the experiment， and partly because

she could not express the result owing to the language b arrier， though the

teacher points out the misspelling and the right expression， and says ''Very

good so far， but what happened. '' and ''Fmish off， please. ''
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Physical Education

   As the brief notes outhne the work in PE，''ski皿s and use of apparatus

are developed to suit the needs of the growing child.  Games help the child

to enj oy and develop these new skills and they promote social development，

self-disciplme and fitness.  Children are encouraged to play ・a variety of

sports in addition to the major national team games a nd various school

teams play matches against other schools. . . . First and 2nd years have a

da皿y use of the ha皿.  Third and 4th years have two haHl・hour periods plus
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136 Minoru SHIGETA

an hour's games each week.  Swimming is part of the PE programme for

all pupils. '' Winter games are netb all and soccer.  Sum mer ones are

cricket.  rounders and some softb all. 
      '

   In fact 1 saw a lot of games includmg soccer， netball， cricket， snooker on

television every weekend.  ln the case of my daughter's school， they let

girls play netball many times.  lt is a girls' game in which a balL has to be

thrown up so as to fall through a horizontal ring from which a net hangs

down.  lt resembles basketball， but it has no board like basketb all.  1 have

never seen the game in Japan.  According to my daughter's diary，

rounders was played so often， though 1 was in New York in July， leaving my

family in Cambridge.  lt is a game for two teams， played with bat and ball，

the players mmg through a number of b ases arranged in a round， while

it is the game from which baseball is said to have been developed.  And in

wtnter， the school boys and girls went to a swim血ng pool.  Swtmming is，

in my opmion， an important p art of PE for all pupils.  But they had no

swimming Pool at Miton Road Jt皿ior School， so in winter they took the

pupils to the heated swimming pool near Pa rk Side in Cambridge by bus. 

And at the end of the丘nal term， they gave each ch且d a cer面cate according

to his/her abihty.  My daughter was awarded 2nd Certtacate for

swimming 30 metres. 

   At the end of the final term， there are some school events.  One of them

is Sports Day.  lt was on Tuedsay， 14th July， '87， at 1:45 on the Gilbert

Road Field， Cambridge.  Some games and races are similar to those of

Japanese schools;relays， three・legged races， spr血t and o『bstacle relays.  I

wru show you a Sports Programme， and some photographs of the Sports

Day and 2nd Certificate of swimming section by Cambridge Primary

Schools' Sports Association. 
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Sports Day on the Gilbert Road Field， Cambridge
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Project

   Accordmg to the time tables of Milton Road Jum'or School， 6 periods a

week are given to Proj ect in Autumn Term， and 8 periods a week to Proj ect

entitled ''My Body Project'' in Winter Term.  So lessons of Project， in my

opmion， containing science and social studies， is very importa nt to the

school education.  Indeed 1 took much interest in ''My Body Proj ect''

because it is a part of HeaJth Education throughout the four years in a

scientific and social context， and this proj ect is encourage d by Health

Education Council and includes a section on sex education. ・

   When Winter Term began， we received a school letter from the

headmaster infor血ng us of the meeting entitled ''MY BODY PROJ:ECT:

PARENTS' EVENING. '' So my wife and 1 attended the Parents' Evetmg

in the middle of February.  At the meeting， MLr.  Phipps and Mrs.  Russon，
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fYIILTON ROAD JUNIOR SCHOOL. 
Milton Road
Ca mb ri dge

21sピ コa∩uary i987

Dear Parents，

MY BODY PROこ〕〔二C丁:  PARE二NTSI E:VENING

blONVAY， 16TH FEBRUARY 1987 at 7. 00 for 7. 30 pm

in the こ〕Unior Schooi Hall

The Science and Social Studies time in the fourth-year classes this ヒerm is，
as you know， being devoted to work on the Health Educatign 90ypcil
                                                      the various bodyttb'iy'

@Bqdy'' pfoject， through which your child wil｝ legrn a. bout
，y，ヒ・m・一b・eathi・g，・i・cul・ヒ・・y・muscり1・・，・k・1・ヒ・1・nd・eρ・。ducヒive・etc・

1 am sure you woula like to know more about this massive aFea of sYyPy 一 so
th。t y。u・ill b・b・ヒヒ・・ab1・t。・h・・eヒhese learni・g exp・・i白nces・iヒh y・u「child・

辞:ζ、贈ρs，1:1:。揺1！ll. 1。∪9k1. 盟1。tll。lo朧瀦。髭e。監「ll l羅:・・un・t・

to view some of the fiim used in the course. 

Please rnake every effort to attend. 

Yours sincerelys

，。. 綷p
4/R4

Mi｝ton Road Junior School
Gilbert Road
Carnbridge CB4 IUZ

9th Mareh 1987

4Sa-pt2S2.  tdP t

Dear Parents，

During the next七w・week・we a・e七uming・ur at七enti・n t・the
              System and as part of this will be shbwing a numbpr ofReproductive
fiims.  Some 'of these were shown at the special Parents' Evening op
EE6'project.  If you would l ike to be present when the. spf a;e screepeq
Y'o'U 'a-reVVery wele'ome to join us， but dop't. feel tbaY. this iE. essenPial

L we do hopb， however， that you will help in any follow''up diseussions
which may arise at home. 

The times when the films will be screened are:
           . 

Tuesday lOth :
Wednesday l lth : From
Tuesday 17th ''':
Wednesday 18th :

1. 30pm 一 2. 15pm on each day

Thank you for 七he interes・ヒ which you are showing in 七he whole Projec七・

Yours sineerely，

1. D.  Phipps J. A.  Russon
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class teachers for the 4th Year， explained the contents of the course， and

they showed the materials and some of the趾ms used in the course.  And

at the beginning of March， we also received a school letter from the class

teachers， saying that during the next two weeks they were turning their

attention to the Reproductive System and that as part of that would be

showing a number of films， adding that if we would like to be present when

those were screened we were very welcome to j oin them.  So 1 felt actually

that Reproductive System is the main theme in this project. 

   Now I w皿tel you what my daughter learned， through my daughter's

booklet for this lesson， but the space is hmited.  So I w皿mention it more

minutely in the next volume. 

(Continued)
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