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CHAPTER |
SUN AND SHADOW

THIRTY years ago, Marseilles lay burn-
ing in the sun one day.

A blazing sun upon a fierce August day
was no greater rarity in southern France
then than at any other time, before or
since. Everything in Marseilles and about
Marseilles, had stared at the fervid sky,
and been stared at in return, until a
staring habit had become universal there.
Strangers were stared out of countenance by
staring white houses, staring white walls,
slaring white streets, staring tracks of arid
road, staring hills from which verdure was
burnt away. The only things to be seen
not fixedly staring and glaring were the
vines drooping under their load of grapes.
These did occasionally wink a little, as the
hot air barely moved their faint leaves.

There was no wind to make a ripple on
the foul water within the harbour, or on
the beautiful sea without. The line of
demarcation between the two colours, black
and blue, showed the point which the pure
sea would not pass ; but it lay as quiet as

the abominable pool, with which it never
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Far away the dusty vines oOverhanging
wayside cottages, and the monotonous way-
side avenues of parched trees without shade,
drooped beneath the stare of earth and sky.
So did the horses with drowsy bells, in
long files of carts, creeping slowly towards
the interior ; so did their recumbent drivers,
when they were awake, which rarely hap-
pened ; so did the exhausted labourers in the
fields. Everything that lived or grew was
oppressed by the glare ; except the lizard,
passing swiftly over rough stone walls, and
the cicala, chirping his dry hot chirp, like
a rattle. The very dust was scorched brown
and something quivered in the atmosphere
as if the air itself were panting.(1.1, pp. 7
—8)
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A prison taint was on everything thére.
The imprisoned air, the imprisoned light,
the imprisoned damps, the imprisoned men,
were all deteriorated by confinement. As
the captive men were faded and haggard, so
the iron was rusty, the stone was slimy,
the wood was rotten, the air was faint, the
light was dim. Like a well, like a vault,
like a tomb, the prison had no knowledge
of the brightness outside; (1. I, p.9)
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“Get up, pig!” growled the first. “Don’t
sleep when I am hungry,”

”

“It’s all one, master,” said the pig, in
a submissive manner, and not without

cheerfulness ; (1. I, p. 8)
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(1. XI, pp. 129—131)
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Sorennnee our tastes are evidently not her
tastes. Which,” said Mr. Dorrit, summing
up with judicial gravity, “is to say, in other
words, that there is something wrong in—
ha—Amy.” (2. V, p. 451)
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Such people were not realities to the little

SR TR E MR R T

figure of the English girl ; such people were
all unknown to her. She would watch the
sunset, in its long low lines of purple and
red, and its burning flush high up into
the sky : so glowing on the buildings, and
so lightening their structure, that it made
them look as if their strong walls were
transparent, and they shone from within.
She would watch those glories expire ; and
then, after looking at the black gondolas
underneath taking guests to music and danc-
ing, would raise her eyes to the shining
stars. Was there no party of her own, in
other times, on which the stars had shone

? To think of that old gate now!

She would think of that old gate, of her-
self sitting at it in the dead of the night,
pillowing Maggy’s head ; and of other places
and of other scenes associated with those
different times. And then she would lean
upon her balcony, and look over at the
water, as though they all lay underneath it.
When she got to that, she would musingly
watch its running, as if, in the general
vision, it might run dry, and show her the
prison again, and herself, and the old room,

and old inmates and the old visitors : all
lasting realities that had never changed.

(9. III, pp. 444—45) 4 2V , 7 3EE,
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...when we were among the mountains, I
often felt (I hesitate to tell such an idle
thing, dear Clennam, even to you) as if
the Marshalsea must be behind that great
rock ; (2. IV, p.447)
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Res. Rep' o™ Ube Tech, Coll., No.7

“You know my position,. Amy. I have
not been able to do much for you ; but
all T have been able to do, I have done.”

“Yes, my dear father,” she rejoined,
kissing him. “I know, I know.”

1. XI1X, p.222)
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“A—well—a—it’s of no use to disguise
the fact—you must know, Mr. Clennam,
that it does sometimes occur that people
who come here, desire to offer some little—
Testimonial—to the Father of the place.”
---“Sometimes,” he went on in a low, soft
voice, agitated ,and clearing his throat every
now and then; “sometimes—hem—it takes
one shape and sometimes another ; but it is
generally—ha—Money.” (1. VII, p. 84)
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“Amy,” said Mr. Dorrit, “you have just
now been the subject of some conversation
between myself and Mrs. General. We agree
that you scarcely seem at home here. Ha
—how is this?”

A pause.

*“I think, father, I require a little time.”
“Papa is a preferable mode of address,”
observed Mrs. General. “Father is rather
vulgar, my dear. The word Papa, besides,
gives a pretty form to the lips. Papa, pota-
toes, poultry, prunes, and prism, are all
very good words for the lips : especially pru
nes and prism. You will find it serviceable,
in the formation of a demeanour, if you
sometimes say to yourself in company—on
entering a room, for instance—Papa,pota-
toes poultry, prunes and prism, prunes
and prism.” (2. V, pp.452—53)
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“I was there all those years. I was—ha—
universally acknowledged as the head of
the place. I—hum— I caused you to be re-
spected there, Amy. I—ha hum— I gave my
family a position there. I deserve a return.
I claim a return. I say, sweep it off the
face of the earth and begin afresh. Is that
much ? T ask, is that much?”
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@© Little Dorrit %EEWLIZHT 4 7> Xid
Marshalsea 2557z, BERAZ, HEE DEBLIN
TWIZHS, HOTRREDOEETH 72, AIEHOD
ATV 5, “Whosoever goes into Marshalsea
Place, ------ , will stand among the crowding
ghosts of many miserable years.”(Preface, p. 2)

cf. H. House, The Dickens World (O. U.
P.), (p.28)

@ R. C. Churchill, ‘Dickens, Drama, and
Tradition,” SCRUTINY ,Vol. X, p. 375

cf. F. R. Leavis, ‘Hard Times,” The Great
Tradition (Chato & Windus)

® cf. T. S. Eliot, The Waste Land, (V. 1. 346
—58)

@ L. Trilling, ‘Little Dorrit,” The Dickens
Critics, ed. G. H. Ford & L. Lane, Jr.(Cornell
Univ.)

“The subject of Little Dorrit is borne in upon
us by the symbol, or emblem, of the book,
which is the prison. - The Circumlocution
Office is the prison of the creative mind of
England. Mr. Merdle is shown habitually
holding himself by the wrist, taking himself

into custody, and in a score of ways the theme
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of incarceration is carried out, persons and
classes being imprisoned by their notions of
their predestined fate or their religious duty,
or by their occupations, their life schemes,
their ideas of themselves, their very habits of
language.” Ibid, (p.281)

® J. H. Miller, Charles Dickens, (Harvard)
&y (prison), ES (labyrinth), j© (journey),
DZE2%HILH A 2 —2 & UTHER U, “The image
of life as a long arduous journey, like images
of prisons and labyrinths, recurs again and
again in Little Dorrit. It reinforecs the others
by suggesting that this world is a lonely place
where man is a stranger passing continually
on in search of a haven which is not to be
found anywhere in the ‘prison of this lower
world.” Taken all together, these three images,
the basic symbolic metaphors of the novel,
present a terrifyingly bleak picture of human
life.” Ibid, (p.235)

® J. Wain, °‘Little Dorrit,” Dickens and the
Twentieth Century, ed. J. Gross & G. Pearson
(Routledge & Kegan Paul). =>D 27 5> "3
B L CFHE X 5 T DINHBHOIL 5 TS
EWVD . A2T 5 DD THBVBCENTS 50
ZEENC L TRk, “----Little Dorrit has a
balance and logic sufficient to avert that loss
of energy which is so evident in Dickens’s early
novels.” Ibid, (p.186)

@ B JIIAZT, [Great Expectations T3} %
‘Father-Son Relationship’ | ZHZEFE (FigeH)
19664 5 5.

B, HIFE. [ 3 02— A—OFE | T &SR
&. B55.

©® E. Wilson, ‘Dickens : The Two Scrooges,’
The Wound and the Bow, (Oxford) (p.64)

@ F. R. Leavis, op. cit, (p.242)

@ G. H. Ford, Dickens and His Readers, (The
Norton Lib.) (p.252)

@ E. Wilson, op. cit, (pp. 102—3)
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