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Micawber’'s Speech

—On Dickens’s Character-Drawing—

ISAMU ISHIT

Abstract

Dickens’s comic characters, nearly all of them, have their own way of speaking Mr.
Micawber (David Copperfield)likes a pompous speech ; besides he has a wonderful epistolary

power, which serves to maintain his “shabby-genteel” appearance, When writing a letter or

a diary in general, one tends to describe one’s mind in its serious aspects——tends to expose

one’ s own inner struggle.As for Mr Micawber,however, it is not the case. To be sure,he seems

to have some inner struggle, but there. is™no deep psychology or high ideology such as seen

in Raskolinikov’ s(Dostoevski : Crime and Punishment) mind, Micawber’ s words are too bombastic

to express his inside in detail, Can we say the writer (Dickens) has failed in his attempt ?

No, Through his pompous style, Micawber seems to turn his poverty and ignomity into

something magnificient. As he meets with difficulties, he seems to become all the more alive

and active I think this is because the writer has endowed him with a creative linguistic

power, and that here lies a triumph of Dickens’s style,
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...4 stoutish, middle~aged person, in-a i
brown “surtout and black tights and. skoes,
with no more. hair upon his head (which ™
was a large oné, ‘and very shining) than
there 'is upon an’egg, and with a very
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“My advice is, never do to-morrow what
you can do today, Procrastination is the
thief of time,  Collar him ! ” (chap, 12, p.
163)
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‘ "that your peregrmatmns in thlS metropohs
ihave not as yet been extenswe, and th“t

‘you mlght have some dlfflculty in’ pene—

" ":itratlng the arcana of the Modern Babylon in

" “the direction of the Clty Road—in short,’
said Mr,
confldence, “that you mlght lose yourself
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...this is indeed a meeting which is ‘calcu-
lated to impress the mind with a sénse of

the instability and uncertainty of ‘all human



—in short, it is a most extraordinary
meeting. ” (chap, 17, p. 239)
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“...The twins no longer derive their suste-
nance from Nature’s founts—in short, ”
said Mr, Micawber, in one of his burst of
confidence, “they are weaned.---”(ibid, p.241)
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“It is my fate”, said Mr, Micawber,
unfeignedly sobbing, but doing even that,
with a shadow of the old expression of
doing something genteel ; ---

---until he put up his pocket-handkerchief,
pulled up his shirt-collar, and to delude any
person in the neighborhood who might have
been observing him, hummed a tune with

his hat very much on one side (chap, 49,
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“The die is cast—all is over, Hiding bthe
ravages of care with a sickly mask of mirth,
I have not informed you this evening, that
there is no hope of remittance ! Under these
circumstances, alike humiliating to endure,
humiliating to contemplate, and humiliating
to relate, I have discharged the pecuniary
liability contracted at this establishment, '
by giving a note of hand, made payablé
fourteen days after date, at my residence,
Pentonville, London, When it becomes due,
it will not be taken up, The result is
destruction, The bolt is impending, and
the tree must fall

“This is the last communication, my dear
Copperfield, you will ever receive

“From
“The
“Beggared Outcast,
“WILKINS MICAWBER”,
57, pp. 246—7)

(chap.
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=N

58, “I'm 'umble” ( [FHIZHFBENEDT] )L,
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RPHEIY, FORTFAACFERHEZI>IE LT3
8B, v—7R2HEMC, 120 DDHTIIDICEROEN
PHNBADTH S,
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“I will lead this life no longer, I am a
wretched being,cut off from every thing that
makes life tolerable, I have been under a
Taboo in that infernal scoundrel’s service,
Give me back my wife, give me back my
family, substitute Micawber for the petty
wretch who walks about in the boots at
present on my feet, and call upon me to
swallow a sword to-morrow, and I'll do it,
With an appetite ! ” (chap, 49, p. 663)

(ML C MBI BT OATERHT TITEIILE R A,
FAI—HE 2 MR N EDILT B LD 5,
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BEUTTFEW, FORICHAERZ W THEEE ST
W3, HONHIWV, FIRNIERLHT, TDI =
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“I'll put my hand in no man’s hand, 7------
“until I have—blown to fragments—the—a—
detestable—serpent—Heep ! I’ 1l partake of no
one’s hospitality, until I have— a— moved
Mount Vesuvius—to eruption— on— a— the
abandoned rascal—Heep ! ------I—a—T1’ 1l know
nobody—and—a—say nothing— and—a— live
nowhere—until have crushed—to—a—undis-
coverable atoms — the— transcendent and
immortal hypocrite and perjurer—Heep ! ”
(ibid, pp. 663—4)
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“‘Dear Miss Trotwood and gentlemen-—---In
appearing before you to denounce probably
the most consummate Villain that has ever
existed, ’” (chap. 52, p. 699)
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“‘I ask no consideration for myself The
victim, from my cradle, of pecuniary liabil-
ities to which I have been unable to respond,
I have ever been the sport and toy of de-
basing circumstances, Ignominy, Want,
Despair, and Madness, have, collectively or
separately, been the attendants of my
career,’” (ibid)
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“‘In an accumulation of Ignominy, Want,
Despair, and Madness, I entered the office
—or, as our lively neighbour the Gaul would
term it, the Bureau—of the Firm, nominally
conducted under the appellation of Wickfield
and — Heep, but, in reality, wielded by—"
Heep alone, Heep, and only Heep, is the
mainspring of that machine, Heep, and only
Heep, is the Forger and the Cheat, ’” (ibid)
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“I am a
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Dickens’s characters do not seem to be

talking to each other, but af each other®,

(429 5 2 3EZ0)

talking to each other (2 E X 1E,HEINEHG,
MEORKMEFL T ORI L T, talking at--
EEZE, VR, BERBESRE2HEFC-T
QOETENDT, FLIL, FIFI=T 44 27520280
BhHoTh, HERELEE, HFLLI-TELIED



N5 D, LOFREES, BEVRETIEHRILN
DTH B, BEEDEZRIT L - TOLICEU { KIEZH
5%5% b, MFPFOZMAHICHVALRIZZNOTD
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In the beginning of the change that gradually
worked in me, when I tried to get a better
understanding of myself and be a betterman,
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tion, to a period when I might possibly
hope to cancel the mistaken past, and to be

so vlessed as to marry her. (chap.58, p .764)
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“It’ s swincle, I never entered for this sort
of service, There’ll be no credit in heing

jolly with him ! ” (chap, 33)
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