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Characteristics of the Idea of Welfare State Policies in the Early Stage of the
Theory of “Japanese-type Welfare Society”

Ryuji Kudo

Ube Frontier University

Abstract: The purpose of this paper is to clarify some characteristics of the idea of welfare state policies
in the early stage of “Japanese-style welfare society,” during the period of 1975 to 1978, prior to the
publication of New Economic and Social Seven Year Plan. Relevant documents as well as policy papers
issued in the period have been analyzed. Here are five characteristics mentioned concerning the idea of
welfare state policies. One of the characteristic is that a new integrated system was aimed to be reorganized,
centering on social policies and social security systems. Another characteristic is that a synthesized
welfare system was aspired to be established, including a public sector, an informal sector and a private
sector in each local community. Another is that the Japanese - type community consciousness founded on
collectivism and the western europe - type welfare state systems founded on individualism were expected to
be synthesized. Another is that concentrated allocations of financial resources were targeted to such social
security systems as to be capable to solve issues effectively. In short, these characteristics of the idea of
welfare state policies can be expressed in such terms as “integration/synthesis” and “concentration.”

Key words: the early stage of the theory of “Japanese-type welfare society” “Japanese-type welfare

society” the idea of welfare state policies integration/synthesis  concentration




