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Developments and Directions of Ideas of Welfare Statism in Postwar
Japan - A Study with a Focus on the Period between the Mid-1950s
and the Establishment of the Universal Healthcare System and

Universal Pension Scheme
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Abstract: This paper purposes proving the ideas of the policy of welfare state in Japan indicated from
the mid-1950s to the establishment of the universal healthcare system and universal pension scheme,
while comparing and considering those ideas of policy with a focus on the “Economic White Papers”, the
economic plans of the Economic Planning Agency and the “Annual Report on Health and Welfares” of
the Ministry of Health and Welfare. In middle of 1950s the Economic Planning Agency grasped the social.
security as the supplemented institution of economic policy. Opposite to that the Ministry of Health and
Welfare recognized the necessity of the comprehensive medical social security in Japan. With 1958 as a
turning point the Economic Planning Agency recognized the necessity of the substantial social security
to realize the balanced developments of the economy and the life of people being under the influence of
thinking of the Ministry of Health and Welfare.

The “Economic White Paper” in 1959 and the “Income-Doubling Plan” in 1960 indicated the importance
of the welfare state regime having a universalism along with the public investment in the economic policy.
And the “Annual Report on Health and Welfare” and the “Fundamental Design of Long-term Plan of Health
and Welfare Administration (the Tentative Plan of the Ministry of Health and Welfare)” in 1961 asserted the
necessity of making a cosumption - type state regime by formulating a system of welfare state.

Key words: the ideas of policy of welfare state social security the economic policy the welfare state

regime having a uninersalism a consumption - type state regime




