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Police arrested a yakuza who headed a telephone fraud

ring Monday on suspicion of bilking an elderly woman

out of 2 million yen last year.

The ring headed by Satoshi Nagasawa, 24, of no fixed
address, allegedly telephoned the home of a 75-year-old
woman in the city of Kagoshima last June and told her
that her daughter, an elementary school teacher, injured
one of her students through corporal punishment.
Identifying himself as the principal, Nagasawa told the
woman that her daughter “needs 2 million yen as a
settlement fee,” and that the school would give the
money to the family of the student as apology money,
police said.

The elderly woman followed Nagasawa’s instructions,
believing the story was true, according to police.
Although the Kagoshima case is the immediate charge
against Nagasawa, who is a member of the Yamaguchi-
gumi underworld syndicate, police believe the total
amount of money his ring fraudulently obtained exceeded
tens of millions of yen.

Scam artists have become notorious for phone frauds,
generally targeting seniors, often by identifying
themselves only as “It’s me,” implying they are a loved
one of the victim and in need of quick cash to rectify

a bogus problem.
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Japan’s fate in Tuesday’s game will rest on the shoulders
of Yu Darvish, who will make his first-ever start against
South Korea.

“I don’t want to lose,” Darvish said during the workout
session. “I’ve seen them since Beijing, so I know what
kind of team they are.”
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baby drop-off point

Health, Labor and Welfare Minister Hakuo Yanagisawa
suggested Tuesday that the ministry would not respond
to the Kumamoto Prefectural Government’s request for
a written opinion on the establishment of baby drop-off
points for parents who had trouble raising children.
March 6, 2007 mainichi-msn.co.jp

Tk % pE S B bk
birth-giving machines child-bearing machines
Health Minister Hakuo Yanagisawa drew criticism last
week after calling women “birth-giving machines” in a
speech on the falling birthrate. Opposition leaders have
demanded his resignation and boycotted parliamentary
sessions.

February 2, 2007 mainichi-msn.co.jp
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Horie can only be commended for taking advantage of
what his times were offering. Even his words were coming
to symbolize a new style of communicating. He used
the expressions soteigai and soteinai. Soteigai may be
translated as “I didn’t presume . . . ” and soteinai as “I

presumed . . . ” He was wont to characterize his opinion

with “I didn’t presume this” or “I presumed that.” This
“presume” took off, and all sorts of people in Japan were
“presuming” this or that.

January 29, 2006 japantimes.co.jp
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Bashful Prince

Sharing the Grand Prix with a politician was Hanikami
Oji (Bashful Prince), which is the name the media has
accorded to 16-year-old golf prodigy Ryo Ishikawa.
Hanikami means to be shy, but here the word nicely parodies

the nickname of another teen sports hero, baseball sensation
Yuki Saito, who was called Hankachi Oji (handkerchief
prince).

January 15,2008 japantimes.co.jp

AFRG ONERg. A0 EER
six-party talks  six-nation talks

“The reasonable course is to return to six-party talks,”
Rice said, referring to efforts by the United States, South
Korea, Japan, China and Russia to persuade the North to
abandon its nuclear weapons program.

January 6, 2007 mainichi-msn.co.jp
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“mochi” rice cake bubblegum-textured rice cake
Eleven people were rushed to hospital in Tokyo after
choking on sticky “mochi” rice cake on New Year’s Day,
and five of them in their 70s remain in critical condition, the
Tokyo Fire Department said Tuesday.

January 2,2007 mainichi-msn.co.jp

A 71-year-old man from Oyama, Tochigi Prefecture, a
76-year-old man from Tomioka, Gunma Prefecture, and
another man living in Yokohama also died after choking
on the bubblegum-textured rice cake.

January 3, 2008 mainichi-msn.co.jp
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annual spring wage negotiations

annual spring laborer offensive

NHK surveyed about 100 large firms and 100 smaller
companies across the country in late January, ahead of
the annual spring wage negotiations between major businesses
and labor unions starting on Wednesday.

February 12,2007 nhk.orjp
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wooden sword

Yuki Muto, the 21-year-old Tokyoite under arrest for the
brutal mutilation of his sister’s body, has confessed to
beating his victim over the head with a wooden sword
during his attack on her at their home, police said.
January 6, 2007  mainichi-msn.co.jp

MNirdKE

be tied to one’s wife’s apron strings

Jinnai responded, “People in society might think I’ll be
tied to her apron strings, but I’ll make an effort so that
people won’t say “You’ve married into Norika Fujiwara’s
family.””
December 27,2006  mainichi-msn.co.jp

L

portable clay cooking stove

A 64-year-old man has died from carbon monoxide poi-
soning in his car after he apparently used briquettes in a
portable clay cooking stove to boil water for cup noodles,
police said.

January 19, 2007  mainichi-msn.co.jp
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Tk

preparatory school student

Muto, a preparatory school student, had been studying
at home for university entrance examinations for several
years.

January 6, 2007 mdn.mainichi-msn.co.jp

BRIV (REEREE)

general contractor

Prosecutors Wednesday arrested four employees of major
general contractors in connection with bid-rigging last

year for five projects to extend a city-run subway line in

Nagoya.
March 1, 2007 japantimes.co.jp
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the Japanese intensity scale

the Richter scale

The temblor that struck at 1:24 a.m. registered 8.2 on
the open-ended Richter scale, and its focus was about
30 kilometers below the seabed off the Kuril Islands, the
agency said. It measured 3 on the 7-point Japanese intensity
scale in Hakodate, Kushiro, Nemuro and other areas of
Hokkaido.
January 13,2007 mainichi-msn.co.jp

B A

coming of age ceremony

In Kasumigaura, Ibaraki Prefecture, a 20-year-old man
was arrested for starting a fight with three people after
a coming of age ceremony on Sunday, injuring one of
them. He was charged with inflicting bodily injury.
January 8, 2007  mainichi-msn.co.jp

HSE

imperial household

Japan’s Imperial Household Agency and Foreign Ministry
had demanded an apology from the author for “disrespectful
descriptions, distortions of facts and judgmental assertions
with audacious conjectures and coarse logic.” The
government also protested to Random House in Sydney.
January 16,2007  iht.com
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AN 3

celebrity candidate

“I’'m determined to make Miyazaki my final home,” he
said in a bid to wipe out his image as a celebrity candidate.
He also declined any offers by celebrities to make
speeches in support of him during the campaign. “We’d
like voters to view him as a politician (rather than a
celebrity),” a campaign staff member said.

January 15,2007 mainichi-msn.co.jp
Uy ba—AY—

roller coaster

A woman died when the seats of the roller coaster she
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was riding in fell off at the Expoland amusement park
here on Saturday afternoon, police said.

May 5, 2007  mainichi-msn.co.jp

Ry FFA

stapler

Hashiba, who read Ananias Charles Littleton’s accounting
texts in English with relative ease as a business major at
Hitotsubashi University, found himself unable to order a
stapler at a shop after he arrived at Sapporo’s New York
office.

October 27,2003  japantimes.co.jp
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as the case may be

You would have thought a lengthy winter break would
have relaxed him, but Ivica Osim was at his prickly best
-- or worst as the case may be -- as he addressed the media
for the first time this year.

February 15,2007  japantimes.co.jp
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tweezers

A 61-year-old man suffering from dementia has been arrested
for murdering an 86-year-old woman with tweezers at a
hospital here, police said.

August 2, 2007  mainichi-msn.co.jp
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the Red and White Singing Contest

On to the Red and White Singing Contest, and this year
will see the 58th edition of the New Year’s Eve extravaganza.
Idol Shoko Nakagawa, 22, pin-up queen Leah Dizon and
idol group AKB48 will all make their debuts in the event
referred to as the Kohaku Uta Gassen in Japanese.
December 8, 2007 mdn.mainichi.jp
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Nintendo DS game console

The Yawata Municipal Board of Education has introduced
Nintendo DS game consoles in English lessons at junior
high schools following tests showing that the devices
helped boost students’ English vocabulary.

March 6,2007 mdn.mainichi.jp
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comfort woman sex slave

Women’s rights activists in the Philippines and a group
of lawmakers in South Korea also denounced Japan’s
Prime Minister Shinzo Abe for saying Thursday there
was no proof that so-called “comfort women” were
forced into prostitution during the war.

March 3,2007 mdn.mainichi.jp
MR % 5
earthquake-prone country temblor-prone nation
The government has urged the operators of Japan’s 55
nuclear reactors — which supply one-third of the nation’s
energy — to speed up safety checks for earthquake resistance,
a top concern in the temblor-prone nation.

July 21,2007  japantimes.co.jp
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textbook screening system

“I believe the screening system has been followed
appropriately,” said Prime Minister Shinzo Abe, who has
long campaigned to soften the treatment in textbooks of
Japan’s wartime conduct.

March 31,2007  iht.com

4 — 6. IRMIRMNIEREICHEZ TR KRB

BERZ b
post box

A police officer’s gun stolen Friday night by a pair of
men in Tajimi, Gifu Prefecture, turned up Sunday morning in
a post box in a village in northern Nara Prefecture some
160 km away.
May 16, 2005  japantimes.co.jp
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jump in front of a train leape onto the tracks

A woman was slightly injured after jumping in front of a
JR Chuo Line train at Shinjuku Station in Tokyo Thursday
morning, police said. Eight trains on the line were cancelled
and 28 others were delayed by up to 26 minutes,
inconveniencing about 42,000 passengers, East Japan
At about 9:10 a.m. on Thursday, the
woman suddenly leaped onto the Chuo Line tracks at
Shinjuku Station.
August 2, 2007

Railway Co. said.

mdn.mainichi-msn.co.jp
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heatstroke

The Tokyo Fire Department said that 161 people suffered
heatstroke and were taken to hospitals on Thursday, a
record in the capital.

Aug. 17,2007 mdn.mainichi-msn.co.jp

B

electric pole ft1iZ hydro pole, power pole, telegraph
pole, telephone pole, utility pole

Some 800,000 concrete power poles erected across the
country by electricity firms are in danger of tilting or
collapsing due to corroded steel reinforcement, it has
emerged.

Another 860,000 telegraph poles erected by NTT East
have been labeled potentially unstable.

December 8,2006 mdn.mainichi-msn.co.jp
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glitch

Officials said the glitch, which was reported across Japan
from about 7 a.m. on Monday, affected ATMs operated
directly by the bank, as well as ATMs at convenience
stores and other financial institutions, preventing customers
from withdrawing or depositing money.

Aug. 20,2007 mdn.mainichi-msn.co.jp
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the Party Subsidy Law

For a party to be eligible for funds, the Party Subsidy
Law requires that it have at least one Diet member and
that it drew at least 2 percent of the ballots cast in the
last Lower House election or either of the last two Upper
House polls.

July 28,2007  japantimes.co.jp
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swing vote (swing voter)

Political analysts have voiced concerns that almost a
third of polling stations are scheduled to close earlier
than the designated 8 p.m. on Sunday, lowering voter
turnout especially among swing voters, and working to
the advantage of the LDP.

July 28,2007  japantimes.co.jp
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proportional representation block

In the proportional representation block, where voters
can cast ballots for either a party or a candidate backed
by a party, the margin reached 17 percentage points in
the latest poll, more than double the 6.7 points in late
June when the first of five pre-election polls was conducted.
July 28,2007  japantimes.co.jp
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extraordinary sessions

Extraordinary sessions usually convene in mid- or late
September, but the government decided to open this session
early because it wants to extend the special counterterrorism
law before it expires Nov. 1, the sources said.

Aug. 7,2007 japantimes.co.jp
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exclusive economic zone

The civilian ship, spotted early Sunday off a group of
East China Sea islands claimed by both Tokyo and Beijing,
had already left the area that Japan deems part of its
exclusive economic zone, or EEZ.

February 5,2007 mdn.mainichi-msn.co.jp
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backroom deal

DPJ secretary-general Yukio Hatoyama called the
appointments “shocking” and the result of back room
deals, but Fukuda defended the choices as putting the
right people in the right jobs.

September 25, 2007  mdn.mainichi-msn.co.jp

HE

slush fund

A police officer who sued the Ehime Prefectural Government
for ill treatment after he exposed a prefectural police
slush fund was awarded 1 million yen in damages in a
ruling at a court here on Tuesday.

September 11,2007  mdn.mainichi-msn.co.jp
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unlisted share

Sources close to the police investigation said that Haga

received about 370 million yen from the company president
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in 2001, as the cost to purchase unlisted shares of a medical
firm. However, the medical firm went under and plans to
make money off the shares failed.

July 2,2007  mdn.mainichi-msn.co.jp
EIRIIRR
expiry date ftiZ expiration date, sell-by date, pull-by
date, pull date, use-by date, open-date

The food scandal involving confectioner Fujiya Co.
widened Friday after it was found that puddings made
at its Osaka Prefecture plant didn’t get expiry dates until
they were packaged over 300 km away in Saitama Prefecture,
sources said.

January 20, 2007 japantimes.co.jp
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write off

Haga is accused along with former world boxing cham-
pion Jiro Watanabe, 52, and three others of strong-arming
a 51-year-old real estate agent into writing off a loan he
had made to the actor.

July 14,2007 mdn.mainichi-msn.co.jp
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the law governing adult entertainment

Five host clubs in Sapporo’s Susukino red-light district
have been raided and cited with breaking the law governing
adult entertainment, police said.

January 17, 2008 mdn.mainichi.jp
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Cannabis Control Law

The five, aged 18 to 19, stand accused of violating the
Cannabis Control Law. They include one student at
Kawaijuku Preparatory School in Chuo-ku, Fukuoka,
and several vocational school students.

December 8, 2007 mdn.mainichi.jp
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statue of limitations

Osaka Prefectural Police say that DNA taken from
48-year-old Kazuo Oshitani matches samples taken from
a hotel room in Osaka where a woman was robbed and
killed in January 1994.

The breakthrough comes about a year before the statute

of limitations for the case runs out in January 2009.

December 25, 2007 mdn.mainichi.jp
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the lay judge system (the citizen judge system)
Although one of the purposes behind the lay judge system
is to make the justice process more understandable and
accessible to the public, opposition remains among some
lawyers, human rights activists and legal experts.

July 28,2007 japantimes.co.jp
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the Board of Audit

The JCG conducted an investigation of records for travel
expenses over a five-year period after the Board of Audit
pointed out the incorrect invoices. It found that workers
had been overcharging the organization by having travel
agencies create receipts for full fares even though they
used package tours with discounted airfares.

February 28, 2007 mdn.mainichi-msn.co.jp
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sleep apnea syndrome (SAS)

A government survey showing that 2.3 percent of local
bus drivers in the Kanto region suffer from sleep apnea
syndrome (SAS) has also uncovered separate sleep disorders
amongst another 2.2 percent of drivers.

January 6, 2007 mdn.mainichi-msn.co.jp
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blood clot

People are likely to suffer from economy class syndrome
after not moving in a narrow space for a long time. Under
such conditions, blood clots develop in the veins of the
legs and move to the lungs, causing breathing difficulties
and pains in the chest.

May 31, 2007 mdn.mainichi-msn.co.jp
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intravenous drip

The students said that they gathered at the karaoke bar to
celebrate the end of the school’s festival, held earlier this
month. Their end of term ceremony was held on Monday.
One of the students was taken to a hospital with acute

alcohol poisoning but recovered after being treated with
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an intravenous drip.

July 24, 2007 mdn.mainichi-msn.co.jp
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syringe

The man’s car was found crashed into a utility pole with
a broken windscreen, while inside the vehicle police
found two syringes and a white powder they suspect may
be a stimulant.

June 30, 2007 mdn.mainichi-msn.co.jp
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artificial insemination

Infertility treatment costs enormous sums of money. And
the worst thing about the treatment is that even after
shelling out all that cash and time, there’s no guarantee it
will produce a child in the end. It’s a fact that there are many
couples who try artificial insemination dozens of times.
Even medical practitioners have no idea of who will fall
pregnant and who won’t. Many say the uncertainty of
the process makes them physically and mentally drained.
It seems even today’s highly advanced reproductive
treatments are creating another worry about infertility.

July 1,2007 mdn.mainichi-msn.co.jp
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bully

The education ministry is also calling on schools and
parents to cooperate in implementing a system that allows
schools to keep bullies out of lessons.

February 3, 2007 www.nhk.or.jp
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corporal punishment

Corporal punishment is banned by Japan’s education
law, but the government’s panel on education reform has
been demanding a review of guidelines as part of efforts to
restore classroom discipline.

February 3, 2007 /www.nhk.or.jp
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recluse

Shimizu was concerned that she “had a talent for ESP”
because at the time she knew nothing of her affliction.

She joined Bethel Home after living seven years as a

recluse in her home.

April 12,2007 japantimes.co.jp
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the unified university entrance exams

the National Center for University Entrance Examinations
Technical problems forced at least 381 applicants to retake
the English comprehension portion of the unified university
entrance exams that got under way Saturday at 735 test
centers across Japan.

January 21, 2007 japantimes.co.jp

HERH

on-the-job teaching training

He had completed on-the-job teaching training at a
school shortly before he was arrested.

September 25, 2007 mdn.mainichi-msn.co.jp
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nerd (nurd, geekazoid, geek)

An avowed booster of “manga” comic books and animation
known as “anime,” Aso has won the support of fans --
called “otaku,” or nerds -- for his promise to promote
Japanese pop art overseas.

September 18, 2007 mdn.mainichi-msn.co.jp
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e-mail spam messages spam e-mails

The president of a firm suspected of sending 5.4 billion
e-mail spam messages to users over a two-month period
has been arrested along with three other suspects, law
enforcers said.

January 17, 2007 mdn.mainichi-msn.co.jp

HEWRY 1 b

online matchmaking site dating site

Harada handed 20,000 yen to the 17-year-old unemployed
girl in a restroom of a park in Toshima-ku, Tokyo, in
October 2005 in return for having sex, local police said.
They had got acquainted with each other through an on-
line matchmaking site.

January 17, 2007 mdn.mainichi-msn.co.jp



S. UCHIUMI

Wik (29528

groping

A top University of Tokyo official was arrested for groping
a woman on a train in Tokyo earlier this month, police
said.

February 16, 2007 mdn.mainichi-msn.co.jp
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live-in partner

The police earlier had described the woman as Shiozawa’s
live-in partner, but the Japanese Embassy in Manila said
they are married.

July 11,2007  japantimes.co.jp
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A Study on Noteworthy English Expressions in Domestic News

Shunsuke Uchiumi
Ube Frontier University

Abstract: This study focuses on English words and phrases in domestic news articles. Noteworthy expressions
are selected from English-language newspapers on the Web and categorized depending on the type. For the
purpose of use in English classes, an explanatory format is also set up. By utilizing the format together with
news articles themselves, each of the English expressions can be specifically illustrated in class. Regarding the
study as part of faculty development activities, the author wishes to establish the validity of the format after

making it public and receiving useful comments on it.




