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On Money Issues in English Literature — In the Case of E. M. Forster
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[t was this money that took him to Tonbridge; it was
also this money that, more happily, took him to Cambridge.
It then enabled him to travel about Europe, notably to
Italy and Greece. Forster concludes his life of Marianne
Thornton with a reference to this legacy: ‘She and no
one else made my career as a writer possible, and her
love, in a most tangible sense, followed me beyond the
grave.” Yet, ironically, it may be that, by cushioning
her nephew with a small private income, Marianne
Thornton prevented him from becoming a great novelist,

rather than an extremely good one."”
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" Francis King, E. M. Forster (London: Thames and Hudson Ltd,
1988), p. 30.
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The novel of youth, at least in the Victorian period,
is frequently the equivalent of the Renaissance conduct
book, insofar as one of its recurrent themes is the making
of a gentleman. But in the busy world of middle-class
progress the gentlemanly ideal becomes increasingly
difficult to discover or define; struggle for survival in
the atomistic modern city is hardly conductive to good
manners and quiet consideration of others; the urban is
seldom the urbane. In the jargon of the time, to “make
good” is to make money; and the gentleman, especially
if his resources are limited, commands less respect than

the financial “success.” Money therefore assumes a new

and pervasive importance in the Bildungsroman.”
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* Jerome Hamilton Buckley, Season of Youth: The Bildungsroman
from Dickens to Golding (Cambridge, Massachusetts: Harvard
U. P, 1975), pp. 20-21.
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Alec laughed cynically and continued to dress. His
manner resembled yesterday’s, though he didn’t blackmail.
“Yours is the talk of someone who’s never had to earn
his living,” he said. “You sort of trap me with I love you
or whatever it is and then offer to spoil my career. Do
you realize I’ve got a definite job awaiting me in the
Argentine? Same as you’ve got here. Pity the Normannia’s
leaving Saturday, still facts is facts isn’t it, all my kit
bought as well as my ticket and Fred and wife expecting

me.””
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# E.V M Forster, Maurice (Harmondsworth, Middlesex: Penguin
Books, 1972), p. 203.
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Then something did happen.

Two Italians by the Loggia had been bickering about
a debt.
They sparred at each other, and one of them was hit

‘Cinque lire,” they had cried, ‘cinque lire!”

lightly upon the chest. He frowned; he bent towards
Lucy with a look of interest, as if he had an important
message for her. He opened his lips to deliver it, and
a stream of red came out between them and trickled

down his unshaven chin.”
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* E. M. Forster, 4 Room with a View (Harmondsworth, Middlesex:
Penguin Books, 1988), p. 62.

" E. M. Forster, The Longest Journey (London: Edward Amold,
1984), p. 136.
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‘No, but have you ever? He is the sort who are all
right so long as they keep to things—books, pictures—but
kill when they come to people. That’s why I’ll speak
out through all this muddle even now. It’s shocking
enough to lose you in any case, but generally a man
must deny himself joy, and I would have held back if
your Cecil had been a different person. I would never
have let myself go. ... He daren’t let a woman decide.
He’s the type who’s kept Europe back for a thousand
years. Every moment of his life he’s forming you, telling
you what’s charming or amusing or ladylike, telling
you what a man thinks womanly; and you, you of all

women, listen to his voice instead of to your own.”

SIHAMZ T Z OED X A KL “Lying to George”

7" A Room with a View, p. 186.
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‘Let me have that child,” she said impressively, ‘and
I will bring him up. He shall live among rich people.
He shall see that they are not the vile creatures he
supposes, always clamouring for respect and deference
and trying to buy them with money. Rich people are
good: they are capable of sympathy and love; they are
fond of the truth; and when they are with each other
they are clever. Your boy shall learn this, and he shall
try to teach it to you. And when he grows up, if God is
good to him he shall teach the rich: he shall teach them
not to be stupid to the poor. I have tried myself, and
people buy my books and say that they are good, and
smile and lay them down. But I know this: so long as
the stupidity exists, not only our charities and missions
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and schools, but the whole of our civilization, are vain.””
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¥ E. M. Forster, "The Eternal Moment," Collected Short Stories
(Harmondsworth, Middlesex: Penguin Books, 1982), p. 192.
" Ibid., p. 218-219.
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At the chalk-pit a motor passed him. In it was another
type whom Nature favours—the Imperial. Healthy,
ever in motion, it hopes to inherit the earth. It breeds
as quickly as the yeoman, and as soundly; strong is the
temptation to acclaim it as a super-yeoman, who carries
his country’s virtue overseas. But the Imperialist is not
what he thinks or seems. He is a destroyer. He prepares
the way for cosmopolitanism, and though his ambitions
may be fulfilled the earth that he inherits will be gray."”
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9" E. M. Forster, Howards End (Harmondsworth, Middlesex:
Penguin Books, 1992), p. 314-315.
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‘If we lived for ever, what you say would be true.
But we have to die, we have to leave life presently.
Injustice and greed would be the real things if we lived
for ever. As itis, we must hold to other things, because
Death is coming. I love Death not morbidly, but because
He explains. He shows me the emptiness of Money.
Death and Money are the eternal foes. Not Death and
Life. Never mind what lies behind Death, Mr Bast, but
be sure that the poet and the musician and the tramp
will be happier in it than the man who has never learned

to say: “I am L")
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“Where are my twenty thousand rupees?” he thought.
He was absolutely indifferent to money—not merely
generous with it, but promptly paying his debts when
he could remember to do so—yet these rupees haunted
his mind, because he had been tricked about them, and
allowed them to escape overseas, like so much of the
wealth of India. Cyril would marry Miss Quested—
he grew certain of it, '”
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"2 E. M. Forster, 4 Passage to India, ed. Oliver Stallybrass
(Abinger ed.; London: Edward Arnold, 1978), p. 269.
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On Money Issues in English Literature — In the Case of E. M. Forster

Shunsuke Uchiumi

Ube Frontier University

Abstract: This paper deals with E. M. Forster’s view of money by analyzing his fictional characters’
attitudes toward their financial issues. Forster, growing up in an English middle-class family, was enabled
to become a novelist thanks to his wealthiness. His own view of money affects his fictional heroes’ attitudes
toward money as well as their vision gained through a process of conflicts between middle-class and working-
class people. Forster’s novels belong to the genre of the Bildungsroman that depicts protagonists’ ‘struggle
on money’ as one of ordeals they have to endure. Since the struggle eventually leads to their vision, it is
assumed that the vision itself is deeply connected to their view of money. Thus, the characteristics of the
Forsterian view of money and the vision is mainly examined in this thesis, consequently liked to Forster’s
idea of ‘personal relationship,” which presumably is the core of his imagination.
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