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Abstract

Our previous study has confirmed that the students’ English ability correlates with their motivation and
their attitude to studying English. Thus, this paper aims to analyze the students’ motivation and their
attitude, and to propose ways to enhance their motivation and improve their attitude. Based on the
results of the questionnaire conducted three times at Tokuyama College of Technology, we examined the
dependence of the students’ motivation on their school year. We analyzed the data with regard to two
groups: the current third and fourth year students. As for the motivation, the ratio of students who
intend to take English certification examinations decreases as their grade advances, whereas the ratio of
students who are interested in English stays the same. Based on these results, this paper proposes ways
to enhance the students’ motivation for English certification examinations and a lesson plan intended to

promote their interest in English.
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1. Introduction

A recent analysis of TOEIC score says that
students in a college of technology, i.e., Kosen, are
inferior in English ability to high school students
and university students.! The tendency in students’
English ability is also true of Tokuyama College of
Technology (hereafter TCT), as the average of their
TOEIC score shows." And so, it is one of the most
important tasks at TCT to improve their English
ability, in order that we may achieve our
educational goal, “To educate our students to be
future engineers with a world-class competitive
edge, practical skill, and competence in research
and development.”

To measure our students’ English ability, we
used an English proficiency test called ACE™ for
first to third-year students, and TOEIC for fourth to
fifth-year students and advanced course students.
The results of ACE carried out at TCT last October
are shown in Fig. 1, where the left bar represents
the score of the test, and the right bar represents the
ratio of attainment of goals which are shown in
Table 1. Roughly speaking, the ratio of attainment
of the goals decreases as the grade advances.

The results of the questionnaire asking the
students in the lower grades about their attitude to
English was confirmed that there is a direct
correlation among students’ motivation, their
attitude to studying English, and their English
proficiency.

In this research, we analyzed the tendency of

our students’ attitude to English through their
school years. On the basis of this analysis, we
propose ways to boost their motivation and lesson
plans intended to increase their interest in English.
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Fig. 1 ACE and TOEIC score at Tokuyama College of Technologylv
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Table. 1 Goals in English tests at Tokuyama College of Technology

ACE TOEIC ERER TEZE
14 400 (250) 38R 41
26 420 (290) E2H 4H
3 450 (310) 2R 4R
AE (470) 330 DO 31
58 (500) 350 28 3
BN F (540) 400 28R 3R
BRI O F (590) 470 2 28R

2. Research Procedures

We gave a questionnaire asking the
students about their attitude to English three times
in February and November 2009, and September
2010. We analyzed the change in the students’
motivation through the years. We could survey two
groups current third and fourth-year students. The
former group was given the questionnaire when
they were first and second-year students, and the
latter was given the questionnaire when they were
second, third, and fourth-year students. The list of
questions are shown in Appendix.

3. Results and Analysis

To realize our purpose, we observed the
following questions in particular: The first is
question 12 “Do you think you need to study
English?”, the second is question 22 “Do you study
English?”. The results for current third and
fourth-year students are shown in Fig. 2 and Fig. 3
respectively. The results indicate that students who
think they need to study English increase in number
as their grade advances. On the other hand, their
attitude to studying English is getting worse. Why
doesn’t their attitude get better though they think
they need to study English?

To answer this question, we analyzed each
result carefully. In Fig. 3 (a), the numbers in all
categories get worse. For example, the number of
students who study English every day decreases. It
can be said as “Naka-Darumi” or a slump, which
most students seem to suffer some time after they
enter school. Fig. 3 (b) shows that as for fourth-year
students, the percentage for the most favorable
category increases slightly and that at the same time
the percentage for the most unfavorable category
increases a lot. This phenomenon is considered to
be “Ni-Kyoku-Ka” or a polarization. Therefore, we
are presuming that one reason for the polarization is
a change in students’ interest in English. The
answers to the question 8 “Do you like English?”
are shown in Fig. 4. It shows that students’ interest
greatly influences their attitude to studying English.
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However, Fig. 5 indicates their interest in English
does not change. Another reason might be a change
in their motivation for certifications. The answers to
the question 17 “Do you think you want to get
certifications of English?” are shown in Fig. 6. It is
clear that students’ motivation for certifications also
influences their attitude to studying English. We can
say from Fig. 7 that their motivation for
certifications changes as their grade advances.

4. Conclusion

On the basis of these results, we will discuss
ways to enhance students’ motivation to studying
English. For one thing, we presume that the
students” motivation to certification examinations
should be enhanced. For the other, the students’
interest in English itself should be enhanced, too.

First of all, students should continue having an
explicit goal like certification examinations. Their
consciousness of necessity in studying English only
is not enough to improve their attitude sufficiently.
So, to maintain their motivations to certification
examinations, we should explain to them the
importance of having certifications when they enter
companies or universities. We also need to review
and modify the present system of giving students
who have got an English qualification extra points
to their term examinations so that it may be an
adequate incentive. Under the current rule,
conditions for obtaining bonus scores are too
difficult for students who are not good at English.
Also, the conditions are too easy for those who are
good at English and thus the system is not
functioning as an incentive. In addition, we have to
impose a new requirement regarding English
certifications for students to fulfill by the end of
their third grade, for instance.

Secondly, students need to highten their interest
in English itself. For that purpose, we will have to
revise the current English curriculum and come up
with new and better lesson plans. We have already
started extensive reading class as a trial.

Our future research will investigate the effect of
extensive reading on gaining students’ interest in
English.

(Received September 21.2010)
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Fig. 2 (a) Answers to Q12 “Do you think you need study English?”
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Fig. 2 (b) Answers to Q12 “Do you think you need study English?”
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Fig. 3 (a) Answers to Q22 “Do you study English?”
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Fig. 3 (b) Answers to Q22 “Do you study English?”
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Fig. 5 Answers to Q8 “Do you like English?”
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' See the following page:
http://www.toeic.or.jp/yoeic/pdf/data/DA A2007.pdf
* In 2007, for example, the students who are in the
fourth grade and higher grades got 364 on average
in the IP test conducted in October, which all the
senior students are required to take. According to
the official data, students at Kosen got 439 on
average in 2007, while university students got 553.
The data shows that our students are rather inferior
in English ability.

" ACE stands for Assesment of Communicative
English.

¥ Data from the academic affairs section
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