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A Study on English Abilities and English
Vocabulary Size of KOSEN Students

Miyafumi HIGASHI™ and Yasuhiro KURAMASHI ™

Abstract

The purpose of this study is to obtain an objective viewpoint for promoting English education in Tokuyama KOSEN
by measuring and comparing overall proficiency and vocabulary for each academic year. For this purpose, two English
vocabulary size tests, which Aizawa & Mochizuki (2010) designed, and a multiple-choice cloze test were conducted on
379 first- to third-year students at Tokuyama KOSEN in 2020. As a result of a one-way analysis of variance (ANOVA),
it was observed that the first-year students had achieved the highest mean value of the total score of the English
vocabulary tests, followed by the second- and the third-year students, but the differences between these mean values
were not statistically significant. It was also observed that the second-year students had achieved the highest mean value
in the English vocabulary size tests, followed by the third- and the first-year students, and the difference of those mean
values were statistically significant. Based on the results, pedagogical applications for the future English education in
Tokuyama KOSEN, and suggestions for future studies are discussed.
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