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Gakusei-Modern Public Educational
System in Japan
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Abstract

When we study on education in Japan, especially on the present-day education, we shall trace back to
the time when the government issued the Educational Order (Gakusei), which formed the base for the
modern public educational system in Japan. Gakusei called for strong innovation and control in education
by the central government and integrated many of the so-called schools in the Tokugawa Period, in order
to catch up with the Western countries after more than 250 years of virtual isolation in the feudal
Japanese society. Gakusei emphasized on the value of education and made a huge contribution to the
success of Japan in the modern world, having established a national foundation of the educational system
to supply the appropriate level of education to all the people in the nation.
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