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Masonry Culture in Iwai-shima Island

Ken-ichi HASHIMOTO ™ and Keiji TANIMOTO™

Abstract

Use of the rock is seen all over Japan, and those styles for the use of the rock differ greatly from place
to place. From ancient times, the rock has been used for an implement, a wall, a well, a bridge etc. The
structures with use of the rock in the Iwai-shima Island, Kaminoseki town, Yamaguchi prefecture, include
many structures such as an embankment, a masonry structure for the maintenance of the flat areas, a stone
wall for a windbreak and so on. Therefore, there are many structures with masonry even just limited to
this narrow island. In this study, the characteristic of masonry in this island is investigated. As a result, it
becomes clear that the rock used for the masonry in this island is mainly andesite and the masonry
structures have been supported the life of the people in the lwai-shima Island.
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