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Masonry Culture in The Kume District, Shunan
City, Yamaguchi Prefecture

Ken-ichi HASHIMOTO "' and Keiji TANIMOTO™

Abstract

The use of rock is seen all over Japan, and the styles of the uses of rocks differ greatly from place to
place. From ancient times, rocks have been used for implementing walls, wells, bridges, etc. The structure
made with rock in the Kume District, Shunan City, Yamaguchi Prefecture is a stone wall for the
maintenance of the flat area, for the most part. However, there are many structures created by masonry,
even within this narrow district. In this study, the characteristics of masonry in this district are
investigated. As a result, it becomes clear that the rocks used for masonry in this district are metamorphic
rocks, and the masonry construction method is “Nozura-zumi,” or stacking natural stones as they are.
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