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Problems in Engineering Ethics Revealed by the Recent
Accidents : In Search for “Ethics of Safety and Rectitude”

Hitoshi OGAWA”

Abstract

Some of the recent accidents were caused by the lack of engineering ethics. It is natural that each of them has a
unique cause, but they have something in common. The common problems that underlie  these accidents are that the
people responsible for the mishaps made little of safety and that they tried to conceal their failure or injustice. We need
to overcome these two problems to stop similar accidents. Then how can we do it? The only way we should take is to
change our corporate culture drastically. In other words, we should not make any products without securing perfect
safety. At the same time we should cultivate ethics of rectitude through school education. Ethics of safety and rectitude

is urgently required now.
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