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　　E－learning　System　on　the　Intranet　and　Other

Measures　to　Help　Students　Improve　Their　English

　　　　　　　　　＊　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　＊
Yoshitaka　NAGATO　and　Tonl　KUNISHIGE

Abstract

　According　to　the　educational　goal　of　TokUyama　College　of　Teclmology，　our　students　are　to　be

educated　to　be　good　commmicators　in　English　as　well　as　competent　engineers．　This　paper　describes　the

measures　we　have　taken　so　far　to　improve　thei1・English　and　also　describes　a　newly　adopted　e－leamhlg

system．　This　system　works　on　demand　on　the　intranet　and　is　available丘om　t　le　terminal　PCs　on　campus，

There　seems　to　be　a　good　prospect　that　it　will　help　a　lot　of　students　to　improve　theh・English．　What　is

important　is　how　to　promote　the　use　of　it　ln　cooperation　with　the　members　concemed　in　other　sections．

Key　Words：educational　goal，　ALC　Net　Academy，　e－leaning，　intranet，　English

1．lntroαuction

　The　educational　goal　of　Tokuyama　College　of

Technology（hencefonh　TCT）蛤‘‘to　educate　the

stUdentS　to　be　fUtUre　eng血eers　With　a　world－class

competitive　edge，　practical　skills，　and　competence　in

research　and　development”ln　order　to　attain　this　goa1，

stUdentS　are　requined　tr）　widen　their　technical　and

acadernic㎞owledge，　acquire　various　ski皿s　and　deepen

their　global　undeff…tand血g　　and　　血1prove　　the廿

coMMI血cative　ability．　As　for　the　1ast　requirement，

what　it重akes　to　be　a　successfUl　engineer　on　a

worldWide　basis　il　to　have　a　goOd　command　of

English．

2．Various　measures　taken　so　far　to　improve

　Eng血sh　proficiency

　　To　help　stUdents　acquire　a　better　comrriand　of

English，　the　English　Department　staff　has　taken　various

measures．　To　begin　with，　su㏄essfU　applicants　are

inVited　to　assemble　two　weeks　before　they　are　admitted

to　our　co皿ege．　They　are　advised　as　to　how　they　should

learn　by　themselves　before　ente血g　the　college　and

prepare　for　Freslmen　English　Achievement　Test．　All

the　丘eshnlen　sit　fbr　it　afk∋r　they　enter　the　college。

Through血e　results　of　this　Test，　English　teachels　can

roughly　grasp　the丘eshmen’s　levels　of　English　and　can

make　use　ofthese　data　ibr　their　la淀er㎞ction．

　To　help　studentS　pass　various　levels　of　the　Test　of

Praedcal　EngliSh　and　of　lhe　Test　of　Technical　English，

the　Engli61i　Department　staff　has　several　extracurricular

preparatory　classes，　offe血9止em　several　materials　as

will　be　usefUI　f（）r　them　to　pass．　Ih　additio軋the…maff

prepares　two　achievement　tests　a　year，　one　similar　tO

the　Pre－2nd　level　TeSt　ofPractical　English　and　the　other

similar　to血e　3rd　level　Test　ofTechnical　English．　These

tWo　plactice　achievement重ests　are　compulsoly　to　evely

student丘om　the　first－year　students　to　the　fifih－year

studen㎏　except　fbr　those　who　haM∋　successfUny

obtained　these　quahfications，　As　a　result，　more　and

more　people　are　ta】ding　the　actUal　tests．

　The　v》hole　co皿ege　has　been　eager　to㎞prove　the

students’English　Last　year　a　task　force　was　set　up　to

discuss　how　to　improve　the　students’English　and

submitted　a　report　on　the　issue．　A　striCt　requirement　has

been　estal）lished　fbr　every　advanced　course　student

With　regard　to　the　level　ofEnglish．　In　order　to　complete

the　Advanced　Course　at　TCT，　every　stUdent　is　required
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k）have　scorθd　400　po加ts　or　more　out　of　990　in　the　SP

or　IP　Tests．

　　To　develop　s加den重s’　listen血g　and　speak血9

abih廿es，　the　conege　s1謝aprogram　two　yeals　ago．

During　the　summer　vacaUon，　the　coUege　encourages

stUdentS　to　jo並　血e　three－week　EngHsh　T面n血g

Seminar　held　at　University　of　Technology，　Sydney

Insearch，　Pay血9　each　participant　one　hundred　thousand

yen　as　supPort　for　the　eXPenses．　More　than　ten　stUdentS

are　selected　to　be　sent　to　Sy血ey　e鴨鯉s㎜er

　All　these　measures　seem　to　be　pro血sing　and

effeOdve　especiany　f（）r　those　who　ahready　have　the

readhe…rs　to　improve　lheir　EngliSh　and　also　know　how

ωdo　it　Not　amhe　studen重s　are　just　like　that，　nor　can

afford　tO　go　to　Sydney．　Another　ef【bcdve　measure　was

tru畳y　neθded　f（）r出e　remaining　stUdentS　who　had　less

pOsitive　attitUdes　tOward　learning　Enghsh．

3．ALC　Net　Academy

3．1Backgro皿d　and　p訓Dg翼℃ss　of　ins重alation

　Japan　Acc　redi励ion　Board　fbr　Enginoe血g

Edu（血on　　thencefor廿1　JABEE），　which　　exam血es

eng血ee血g　edu（加on　pro9㎜s　provided　by　Japanese

血S廿tUtions　of　higher　educahon　and　gives　accreditation

if重he　programs　su㏄essfU皿y　meet　its　criteria　has　a

criterion　demand血9盒e蜘de皿suH）ort　syStem：

But　since　it　was　accessible　from　the　terminal　PCs　in重he

teacher’s　of丘㏄s，　the　number　of　registered　useff…was　no

more　than　seventy－five．　MoSt　of　the　registered　users

were　advanced　Gou1se　studelitS　and　some　were　teachers．

Ih　May，2003，　siX　months　prior　tO　the　examinadon　for

accreditatio軋　　T㏄hnical　Engli忌h　＜Fu皿damental＞

Course　was　added　on　to　go　jnto　service．　At血e　same

tirne　a㎞n（ired艶rm圃s　of血e榊Inforrnation

Processing　Rooms　were　set　up　and　made　available　for

e・leamlng．　This　means　that　e－leaming　写ystem　is

accessible　to　719　users，　including　some　six　hundred　and

fifl｝T　undergraduate　stUdentS．　Thus　two　courses　have

been　in　use　for　all　the　stUdentS　and　registered　teachng

stafii．
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Fig．2　　Choice　ofa　program

　4．3Student　Support　Syslem

Conc曲9出e　educadonal　environmenち血e

program　must　proVide，　diSplay　and　irnplement

asys重em　that　promotes　stUdentS’enthusiasm　tO

learn　wh鎧e　a虻end血9　to　stUldents’requestS．

TCT購）hed　fbr　JABEE　accredi伽（m㎞血e　year　2003．

Pa血y　fbr　the　prepa藺on　f～）r血s　and　par叫y　fbr　the

㎞provement　of　En帥sh　profid㎝cy　of　the　whole

college，鴨i血（対ucθd　an　e－1earn血g　Systcm　called
‘‘

ALC　Net　Academジin　2002　wi止TOEIC　Score　Up

Coulse．

：γルク　日立シラト

唖」墜ノ

Fi　g．　l　ALC　Net　Academy　Log一㎞Screen

　ALC　Net　Academy（hencef（）rth　Net　Academy）has

two　advantages　suit烈）le　fbr　use　in　our　college．　It　is　v血at

is　called　an　e－leaming　system　wi電h重he　use　of重he

㎞tranet　At　TCT　almoSt　all　teacher’s　othces，

classrooms，　le伽’e・rooms，　seminar　rooms，　laboratories，

and　other　offlces　have　been　connecned　through　the

intranet　With　some　servers　in　itS　center．　Two　yeals　ago　a

new　server　was　to　be　assigned　to　the　Genelal　Education

DiVision，　and　it　had　some　capacily　to　spare．

Conside血g　the　usages　of　the　server，　we　came　tr）a

conclusion　that　an　e－leamh19　Pro9㎜　f（）r　leam血9

English　should　be　set　up　jh　it

　As　a　resulg　each　registered　user　can　use　Net

Academy肋m　any　tem血al　on　the血tranet　wi重hout

se血ng　up　any　program　on　their　PCs．　An廿1ey　have　to

do　is　tr）switch　on　the　te皿血烈PC　and　log　ln　Net

Academy．　They　can　start　any　t㎞e，　and　qUit　any　time，

They　are　f卜ee　紋）use　it　as　long　as　the　terminal　is

availal）le．　The　study　records　are　automa虹（ra皿y　stored血

the　server　There蛤no　need　of　go血9血to　trouble　of

maintenanoe　on　the　part　ofusels．
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　Another　advantage　of　Net　Academy　is　that　it　can

handle皿ilimedia　i鳳　The　use　of　sounds　and　images，

as　well　as　teXts　makes　leamlng　more血leles血g　and

more　amusing重han　usual　lext－based　leaming　And　the

use　ofsounds　and　images　iS　Wholly　optional，　so止at　the

materials　can　be　customiZed　by　leamers　theniselves　tO

suite止eir　levels　ofEnglish．

3．2　Two　courses

In　2003　academic　year　there　were　siXteen　students　hl

the　s㏄ond　year　of血e　advanced　course．　The廿avelage

scon∋of　the］［P　TeSt　held　on　Apri117th　was　384，　while

their　average　s◎ore　of　the　IP　Test　held　on　Sep重ember

4th　was　454．　Actually，　sixteen　stUdents　took　the　IP　Test

in　Apr皿，　but血Sqptember　five　were　exα圓because

they　had　akeady　scorOd　over　400　poiltS　i1　Apri1．　The

difference　between血e　two　average　sco鵬was　about

70　points．
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　Net　Academy　has　various　courses，　among　which

we　have　only　two．　One　is　TOEIC　Score　Up　Course　and

the　o血er　is　Technical　EngliSih＜Fundamental＞Course．

The　latter　has　been　in　use　for　more　than　one　year，　but

has　n（覚be㎝so　widely　used　as　we　exp㏄led．　This魯

probably　because　writ血g　exercises　1囲（e　a　lot　of　time，

and血ere　are　only　thirty　or　f（）rけs加dents血ayear　who

are　w皿血g　to　take　1血e　EngliSh　Technical　Writ血g　Tesち

the　31d　Grade　or　higber　Some　teache互s，　however，　seem

to　be　eager　to　make　progress血this　course．　They　need

to　bruSh　up　their　writ血g　sldUs　to　wTite　their　paper血

EngliSli．

　By　way　of　promotio軌we　set　ma】dng　lO％

progre…むes　in血s　Course　as　one　ofthe　requhements　of

the　Technical　English　Writing（one　of重he　compUlsory

subjem…f（）r止e　㎞う」ear　advancθd　course　studen喀＞

We　are　in　hopes　that　many　of　them　vvill　improve　their

read血g　and　wTi血ig　skills　of　technical　EngliSli　and　will

successfUlly　pass　the　Engli曲Technical　Wrii血g　Tesち

the　3rd　Grade　or　higher．

　TOEIC　Soore　Up　Course，　on　the　other　hand，　has

now　been　regarded　as　one　of　the　usual　ways　of　getting

better　markS　by　those　Who　are　going　to　take　the　TOEIC

Test　Ih　2002　acade血c　year　thele　were　twenty．f（）ur

studen重s血血e　second－year　ofthe　advanced　ooulse．　Six

students　out　of　twen重y－f（）ur　had　made　mole　than　50％

ofprog【ess血TOEIC　Score　Up　Course　and　the　rest　less

than　50％．　The肥1㎎e　score　of血e飴㎜er　was　4533

血the　IP　Test　held　on　September　4th，　2002，　wh皿e　the

average　scole　of　the　latter　was　372．2．　The（ljffe1ence

between血em　was　about　80　po血ts．
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Fig　4　Di［fference血the　average　scores　oftWo　IP

　　Tests（Ari1　17the　and　September　4th，　2003）

There　may　be　some　reasons　for　this，　but　it　was㏄r㎞

that　a11　the　stUdentS　had　made　more　or　less　progress　in

TOEIC　Score　Up　Course，　This　be血g　the　case，　there　is　a

possibility　that　TOEIC　Score　UI）Cou［me　had】raised

their　average　teSt　scores　by　as　many　as　70　pOintS．　There

is　another　good　ground　fbr　believing出is　tme．　In　bU，

three　out　ofthe　eleven　stUden重s曲o　took　lhe　IP　Test血

Sep重ember　had　made　more　than　50％of　progress血

TOEIC　Score　Up　Course，　and　their　ave【age　score　was

430points．　The　remaining　eight　stUderitS　had　made　less

than　50％ofprogress，　and止e廿average　scole　was　370

po血t3．　There　aga血ex園a（liilrerence　of　scores，60

POi皿tS　betweeri　the　tWo．
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Fig　5　Difference血the　average］［P　Test　scores

　（September　29th，2003）

Fig　3　Difference　in　the　average　IP　Test　scores
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4．The　iSsues　to　overcome　and　our　new　targets References

　There　seems纐a蜘u曲crease血血e　number
of　studentS　who　mse　the　e－learning　system．　h　order　to

血crease止e　number　of　users，　we　have　set　making　10％

progresses　血　Technical　English　＜Fundamental＞

Course　as　one　of　the　requirementS　of　a　cledit　ibr　a

su切ect　It　may　attract　students’atlen廿on，　and　enhance　a

chance　ofWinning　users．　Du血g　the　second　semester　of

this　academic　year，　a　su呵ect　adop血g　TOEIC　Score

Up　Course　as　itS　main　teaching　material　is　tr）be　of〔］erOd

lbr　the飴u曲一year　stUdentS．　Si血1arly　in　some　subjectS，

e－leaming　system　is　adopted　as　one　of　the　options　of

homework　for出e－
　In　sp並e　of　all　these　eff（）r熔　of　ours，　the　pace　of

spread　is　rather　slow　to　our　disappointment．　Preference

may　well　be　given　to　those　who　have　gone　far　into　the

program，　W6　are　wonde血g　if　it　is　possible　to帥e

some　advan㏄d　leamels　a　credit　or　two　of　the

e）莚racurricular　activities　as　an　incer血ve．　A　drastic

change　may　be　needed　to　turn　the　tables．

　There　are　several　af㎞to　fUl臼ll　in　order　to　keep

the　e－learr血g…tystem　at　work．　The　stUd（血enrol㎞ent，

血e　mechanical　maintenance，止e騨p　of　pro理esses　of

students　and　offer血9　9uidance　or　血structions　to

stUdentS　are　readily　enumerated．　Of　course　the　English

Department　staff　alone　is　not　equal　to　all　of　these．　It　is，

therefbre，　very　important　to　obtain　cooperation　from　the

ones　concerned．　We　are　very　haPPy　to　have　cooperative

and　help血1　staff　at　this　college．　We　would　llke　to　help

our　college血lfill　its　educa廿onal　goal　by　help血g　our

stUdentS　impro舳e廿co㎜血cative　competence血

English．
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