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Degendering in Winesburg, Ohio

Tetsuo KATSURA

Abstract

In Winesburg,Ohio Sherwood Anderson expressed many sexual conflicts. These conflicts cannot be
understood in the usual sense of gender. In this paper these conflicts are analyzed in the way of

degendering,
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Elizabeth Willard, the mother of George Willard,
was tall and gaunt and her face was marked with
smallpox scars. Although she was but forty—five,
some obscure disease had taken the fire out of her
figure. (p. 17)
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Then began the hard years for Tom Foster’ s
grandmother. First her son-in-law was killed by a
policeman during a strike and then Tom’ s mother
became an invalid and died also. The grandmother had
saved a little money, but it was swept away by the
illness of the daughter and by the cost of the two
funerals. She became a half worn—out old woman
worker and 1ived with the grandson above a junk shop
on a side street in Cincinnati. (p. 186)
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In the relationship between Seth Richmond and his
mother, there was a quality that even at eighteen
had begun to color all of his traffic with men. An
almost unhealthy respect for the youth kept the
mother for the most part silent in his presence.
(p. 107)
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Adolph Myers was meant by nature to be a teacher
of youth. He was one of those rare little
- understood men who rule by a power so gentle that
it passes as a lovable weakness. In their feeling
for the boys under their charge such men are not
unlike the finer sort of women in their love of
men. (p. 10)
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In the dense blotch of light beneath the table,
the kneeling figure looked like a priest engaged in
some service of his church. The nervous expressive
fingers, flashing inand out of the light, might well
have been mistaken for the fingers of the devotee
going swiftly through decade after decade of his
rosary. (p. 12)
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“I am a lover and have not found my thing to love.
That is a big point if you know enough to realize
what I mean. It makes my destruction inevitable, you

see. There are few who understand that. --- They think
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it' s easy to be a woman to be loved, but I know better.
.-+ T know about her although she has never crossed
my path. I know about her struggles and her defeats.

It is because of her defeats that she is to me the
lovely one. Out of her defeats has been born a new
quality in woman. I have a name for it. I call it
Tandy. I made up the name when I was a true dreamer
and before my body became vile. --- Be Tandy, little
one. Dare to be strong and courageous. That is the
road. Venture anything. Be brave enough to dare to
be loved. Be something more than man or woman. Be
Tandy.” (pp. 122-123)
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It is so they went down the hill. In the darkness
they played like two splendid young things in a young
world. Once, running swiftly forward, Helen tripped
George and he fell. He squirmed and shouted. Shaking
with laughter, he rolled down the hill. Helen ran
after him. For just a moment he stopped in the
darkness. There is no way of knowing what a woman’ s
thoughts went through her mind but, when the bottom
of the hill was reached and she came up to the boy,
she took his arm and walked beside him in dignified
silence. For some reason they could not have
explained they had both got from their silent
evening together the thing needed. Man or boy, woman
or girl, they had for a moment taken hold of the thing

that makes the mature life of men and women in the
modern world possible. (p. 218)
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In the newspaper office a confusion arose. Kate
Swift turned and walked to the door. She was a
teacher but she was also a woman. As she looked at
George Willard, the passionate desire to be loved
by aman, that had a thousand times before swept 1ike
a storm over her body, took possession of her. In
the lamp light George Willard looked no longer a boy,
but a man ready to play the part of a man.

The school teacher let George Willard take her
into his arms. In the warm little office the air
became suddenly heavy and the strength went out of
her body. Leaning against a low counter by the door
she waited. When he came and put a hand on her
shoulder she turned and let her body fall heavily
against him (p. 142)
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