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The Way Forward for the Period for Integrated (Inquiry) Studies
in Response to Social Changes

Yozo UCHIDA

Center for Liberal Arts and Sciences, Sanyo-Onoda City University

Abstract

This survey was conducted on elementary, junior, and senior high schools in Yamaguchi Prefecture, and
students of Sanyo-Onoda City University regarding the implementation status of the period for integrated
studies. The results of this survey revealed: items that showed different trends depending on the school types
included the timing of creating the overall plan and annual teaching program, qualities and abilities to
nurture, contents of learning, facilities used outside the schools, and relationship with the community schools;
items that showed same trends regardless the school types included how to create school goals, how to
present learning results, how to evaluate, and school training.

In addition, it was found that the younger students abilities that the university's students feel they have
developed in the integrated studies are almost equivalent to the qualities and abilities that the high schools
want to nurture. Regarding the problems associated with the implementation of integrated studies, there
were four items that had reduced percentage of problems compared to the 2003 survey (seven items).

Key words : the period for integrated studies, the period for inquiry studies, qualities and abilities to nurture,
community school, school training
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