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Introduction of what the members of Eiken learned through
authentic exposure to the outside world.

Hiroki KUROKAWA, Ayaka OBATA, Noritaka INAMI,
Kumiko SAKAI Ko MOMOTANI

Abstract

The students in the School of Pharmacy enthusiastic in cross-cultural contacts and the English language
had formed an activity group called Eiken. It followed the introduction in the lecture of being outside of Japan
in the United States for 24 years prior to the appointment at Sanyo-Onoda City University, and how great to
have such an experience while they are in college. The members of Eiken then gradually funneled down to
multiple sub-focus groups for particular activities based on the specific interests of each member. Those
activities range from watching movies, playing board games, interacting with local and oversea people, and
applying conversational skills. Nonetheless, those activities all converge into their genuine objective, enriching
exposure to the English language. In the course of seeking a way to extend their reach outside of Japan, one
of the members, Hiroki Kurokawa, was awarded a travel grant from the Ministry of Education, Culture,
Sports, Science, and Technology supporting his travel to the United States. With this support, he attended the
Biophysical Society annual meeting in Baltimore, Maryland. He also visited multiple institutions, including
three prestigious universities and the National Institution of Health research complex in Bethesda, Maryland.
There were also several other students, including Ayaka Obata and Noritaka Inami, who traveled abroad on
their own and gained profoundly meaningful experience outside of Japan. The destination of Ayaka was
Malaysia, and Noritaka explored Philippine. Here we report what they saw, what they absorbed from what

they were exposed to, and the momentous wisdom they acquired through the experience.
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