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Transforming Student Attitudes through a “Theory of Childcare Professionals”
Course at a Junior College: A Practical Report
by
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Abstract

In Japan, the number of university places now exceeds the number of applicants,
resulting in a noticeable decline of students’ basic academic ability. Consequently, many
students who entered our junior college arrive with learning difficulties or a negative
academic history. In situations like this, shortage of qualified childcare workers has
become an urgent social issue. As faculty members in charge of Nursery Teacher
Training within the two-year junior college program, we are required to prepare students
to take full professional responsibility for all the children in their care.

Although many of our students entered college with insufficient academic readiness
or a general dislike for studying, most of them possess strong extrinsic motivation, such
as “I want to be a nursery teacher.” “I like childcare.” and so on. These motivations
present an important opportunity for educational intervention. In this study, I implement
several instructional strategies to stimulate students’ motivation to learn childcare
studies through the course “Theory on childcare studies.” I then examine how these
strategies influence the students’ attitude towards learning. This research aims to clarify
how targeted educational practices can positively transform students’ willingness to

learn. I believe that education can change students’ attitude to learn.

Key words: insufficient academic ability, sense of purpose, importance of childcare,

motivation to learn
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