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The Sixth Action-Training Report on “Shokuiku”

Centered on the Production and Presentation of
“Large Scale Picture-Story Shows” (Fiscal Year 2015)
at the Department of Early Childhood Education and Care Seminar

by
Shio Takasugi
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Summary:

This paper is an educational action-training report on teaching activities
(integrated studies) conducted during fiscal year 2015. Ever since the enactment
of the “Basic Law of Shokuiku” in 2005, “Shokuiku” or food and nutrition
education has been introduced in Japan on a full scale even in the field of Early
Child Education and Care. In view of this, I have been placed in charge of the
“Shokuiku Expressive Seminar” since fiscal year 2009. Composed mainly of
students who wish to make a career out of Early Childhood Education and
Care, presentations have been made of our production of Karuta or traditional
Japanese playing cards, pictures story shows and Sugoroku, a Japanese
variety of the game of Parcheesi, all for the purpose of conveying the concept
of “shokuiku” more understandably to children. As a special notation for
our academic fiscal year 2015 (April 1, 2015-March 31, 2016) , I would like to
mention three activities were completed, mostly by students, addressing the
theme of “Hanakkori” (Brassica napus cv. Hanakkori, a hybrid of choy sum and
brocceoli, an original vegetable created at the Yamaguchi Prefecture Agricultural
Experimental Station in 1990) . These consisted of 1) the production of large
scale picture-story shows (during the first half of the academic fiscal year
from April through September) , 2) presenting our research paper at the “56™
Chugoku-Shikoku Childcare Students Research Conference” (November 22) and
3) the presentation of large scale picture-story shows at the “28" Shimonoseki
Jr. College Early Childhood and Care Presentations” (December 12) and
at the “Shimonoseki Jr. College Annex Kindergarten “Onigiri” (Rice ball)
Making Class” (March 3) . Through these activities, we believe our objective
of improving on the capabilities and skills of Farly Childhood Education and
Care students by placing the groundwork on “regional language” has by and
large been attained. However, I believe that a continued effort on unfolding
comprehensive activities addressing themes of early childhood education and

care fieldwork and/or “Shokuiku” taking root regionally, will be necessary.

Keyword: Basic Law of Shokuiku, Picture book, Shimonoseki “Just Tasty”
Shokuiku Plan, Hanakkori (Brassica napus cv. Hanakkori),
Yamaguchi Association for the demand expansion of agriculture and

fisheries , active learning, regional language.
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