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“Osaka Eiri Woridehon”—A Publication of Calligraphy Samples
with Wood Block Paintings—Brought from Japan by
Philipp Franz von Siebold

by
Shio Takasugi
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Summary:

This is a Research Paper on an old Japanese publication Philipp Franz
Balthasar von Siebold collected during his first stay in Japan (1823-1829), which
he later returned home with. In 1845, Siebold personally edited and published
“Catalogus librorum et manuscriptorum Japonicorum a Ph. Fr. de Siebold
collectorum” (“The Ph. Fr. de Siebold Collection Catalog of Japanese Publications
and Manuscripts”) where he listed about 600 titles centered mostly on Japanese
publications that he collected. However not all of his collections are included in the
above mentioned catalog publication.

Much of the old Japanese publication material Siebold collected still exists in
the city of Leiden in the Netherlands. I had the opportunity to conduct research
on one piece of material owned by the National Museum of Ethnology in Leiden
(museum archive material reference number 1-4477) which Siebold, himself, did
not list in his published catalog and which H. Kerlen only refers to as “NO TITLE”
in his “Catalogue of Pre-Meiji Japanese books and maps in public collections in the
Netherlands” (1996), a catalog of 19th Century Japanese publication material still
in existence in the Holland. My research concluded that the subject material is a
publication of calligraphy samples with wood block paintings (unused samples for
calligraphy use) addressing the theme of “Asahina-shimameguri” (the warrior
Asahina visiting various islands). Furthermore, because the material contains the
ink written calligraphy inscription “Eiri Woridehon Osaka” (“Osaka: Samples of
Calligraphy and Wood Block Paintings”), there is a high probability that it was
collected in Osaka. Although such material were referred to as “Eiri Woridehon”
(“Samples of Calligraphy and wood block paintings”) and despite the high prob-
ability that the subject material is unique to Kamigata-area (Vicinty of Kyoto
and Osaka), there is no research being conducted on the subject matter at this
present time.

The existence of the subject material not only illustrates the diversity in
Siebold’s interests. It also can be said to be an excellent piece of material unique
to Kamigata-area (Vicinty of Kyoto and Osaka) where time and place of acquisi-

tion can be determined.

Keywords: Siebold, Bunsei Period (1818-1830), picture book, Asahina-
shimameguri (the Japanese warrior Asanina visiting islands), small
private school in the Edo Period, writing calligraphy with a brush,
book of calligraphy samples

(English translated by David Kalischer)
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