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A study using GIS of the living environment
for the elderly in Shimonoseki city
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Abstract

Using GIS (Geographic Information System), we briefly analyzed the living
conditions of the elderly in Shimonoseki. The aging rate was higher in the north-
ern rural area. However, households containing only senior citizens tended to be
higher in number in the urban Shimonoseki area when considering the same
aging rate. The long distances in the northern rural area make it difficult for the
elderly to go to hospitals and supermarkets without private cars, and thus, the
living conditions for the elderly are considered bad. Additionally, in the urban

Shimonoseki area, which has a supermarket relatively close to it, there was a
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mismatch in the spatial distribution of population and supermarkets. This may be
a cause to born the “food dessert” and “disadvantaged shoppers” in urban

Shimonoseki area.
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