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Looking Back at the MRU

—— A Verbatim Account of Dr. Tomokatsu Iwanaga ——
by
Shio Takasugi

Abustract

In the summer of 2008, Dr. Tomokatsu Iwanaga (born 1921 and residing in Fukuoka
City’s East Ward), spoke on his work in Japan’s post-war repatriation effort in Korea and
the Medical Relief Union (“MRU”). I hope repatriation history can be passed on to future
generations through his account.

I (T. Iwanaga) was born in Japan. At age five, my family moved to Korea as my father
became Vice Director of Incheon Hospital.

After elementary school in Incheon, I entered Seoul Middle School, and studied at Seoul
Imperial University’s Medical School. There, I joined the Ice Hockey Department, and
Professor Y. Imamura’s Swimming Department where I met K. Oogida, a year my senior,
and classmates S. Miura and H. Souma.

Miura, Souma and I joined the “Mongolia Research Unit” of the University’s “Scientific
Research Institute of Continental National Resources”, largely because Mr. Imamura
headed the institute. Besides Mr. Imamura, Associate Professors Masashi Tanaka and
Seiichi Izumi also joined our unit. The three worked for the post-war repatriation effort,
including the MRU.

To rescue the Japanese fleeing from North Korea who flocked to Seoul after the war, the
“Students From Japan” was created around Hiroaki Yokomizo, from the Medical School.
On October 1*, we created the “Student Unit” from the “Association Assisting the
Japanese in Seoul”. On October 11", the MRU was created from the “Medical Relief
Squad” and the “Military Base Medical Relief Squad”. We assisted the “Military Base

Medical Relief Squad” in Seoul until early December.



In December, we assisted Mr. Imamura’s “Medical Relief Squad”, as we headed home to
Hakata from Seoul. On February 2, 1946, the Medical Relief Department of the Association
to Assist the Japanese Living Abroad was created in Shofukuji Temple in Hakata under
Mr. Imamura, Mr. Tanaka in charge of General Affairs and Mr. Izumi , Accounting. We
had a sense of hope and a mission that we had to create a bright new future for Japan.

After 63 years, it all seems like a distant past. I can’t say enough on how much the repa-
triates suffered. I just don’t want it forgotten that Japan today is the result of the blood,

sweat and toil of all of us. (Translated by David Kalischer)
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