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A week in the land that Faulkner made legend offers read-
ers, students, and teachers of Faulkner an opportunity to
learn more about his work and to explore his home country.
Lectures, discussions, panels, readings, films, slides, and
tours will feature outstanding Faulknerian scholars, critics,
‘and teachers.
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Then the trucks were rolling. The air pulsed with the
rapid beating of the exhaust and the whine and clang of the
saw, the trucks rolling one by one up to the skidway, he
mounting the trucks in turn, to stand balanced on the load
he freed, knocking the chocks out and casting loose the
shackle chains and with his cant-hook squaring the sticks
of cypress and gum and oak one by one to the incline and
holding them until the next two men of his gang were ready
to receive and guide them, until the discharge of each truck
became one long rumbling roar punctuated by grunting shouts
and, as the morning grew and the sweat came, chanted
phrases of song tossed back and forth.

He did not sing with them. He rarely ever did, and this
morning might have been no different from any other—him-
self man-height again above the heads which carefully re-
frained from looking at him, stripped to the waist now, the
shirt removed and the overalls knotted about his hips by the
suspender straps, his upper body bare except for the hand-
kerchief about his neck and the cap clapped and clinging
somehow over his right ear, the mounting sun sweat-glinted
steel-blee on the midnight-colored bunch and slip of mus-
cles until the whistle blew for noon and he said to the two

men at the head of the skidway . “Look out. Git out de way,”
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and rodd the log down the incline, balanced errect upon it in
short rapid backward-running steps above the headlong thun-
der.
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It was open when I touched it,and I held to it in the twi-
light. 1 wasn’t crying,and 1 tried to stop, watching the grils
coming along in the twilight. I wasn’t crying.

“There he is.”

They stopped.

“He can’t get out. He‘ won’t hurt anybody, anyway. Come on.”
“I'm scared to. I'm scared. I’'m going to cross the street.”
“He can’t get out.”

I wasn’t crying.

“Don’t be a ’fraid cat. Come on.”

They came on in the twilight. I wasn’t crying, and I held to

the gate. They came slow.

“I'm scared.”

“He won’t hurt you. I pass here every day. He just runs
along the fence.”

They came on. I opened the gate and they stopped, turning.
I was trying to say,and I caught her, trying to say, and she
screamed and I was trying to say and trying and the bright
shapes began to stop and I tried to get out. I tried to get
off of my face, but the bright shapes were going égain. They

were going up the hill to where it fell away and I tried to
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cry. But when I breathed in,I couldn’t breathe out again to
cry,and I tried to keep from falling off the hill and I fell off
the hill into the bright, whirling shapes.
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