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Looking at Society, Economics & Politics in Japan from the viewpoint of Shimonoseki’
(Part 1 in the classroom, Part Z in the field)

Considering shifts in local society and transportation methods and the moving city center
in Shimonoseki ~From Karato and Hosoe to Takezaki~

Introduction
(1) What kind of place is “Shimonoseki”?
+ Blowfish, Kanmon Strait, Land Reclamation
+ Shimonoseki City University —~Karato—~Kanmon Strait—Asia * + -« *
cf.  Google Maps, Shimonoseki City https:/www.google.co.jp/maps

(2) Turning Point in History (D : The Politics of Heian Era Aristocracy (Heishi)—Samurai (Buke)
Politics/Society (Genji) [See Printed Materials]
+ 1185 Dannoura, The Tale of the Heike: Akama Shrine/Amidaji Temple (Haibutsu Kishaku
(literally “abolish Buddhism and destroy Shayamuni”) in Meiji, Mimi Nashi Hoichi (Hoichi the
Earless)

(8) Anplace of exchange with those from both within and outside of Japan: Chosen Tsushin Shi
(Joseon Missions to Japan) [See “Mainichi Newspaper” 21 January 2018]

1. Shimonoseki as a port of anchor — the Karato Bay Area : From Bakumatsu (the final years of
Edo) to the first half of Meiji

(1) Ahub for the westward shipping route: Karato Bay / Kameyama Bay

[See: Pictorial Map (Edo Period)]

« A port of call for the Kitamae-bune (literally “northern-bound ships), Convenient “Hokkoku
(northern country) Tonya” for ships entering port, a warehouse and wholesaler district.
(Tonya=wholesaling/warehouse/shipment management/managers)

[See: Japan Heritage “Kitamae-bune Ports of Call” https:/www.kitamae-bune.com/]
+ Choshu-han’s “Trading Company” / Bakan Koshinikata Office: Warehouse financing, Wholesalers
[Choshu-han: a feudal domain of Japan during the Edo period, occupying the whole of the modern-

day Yamaguchi prefecture]
https://www.google.co.jp/maps?hl=ja&tab=rl1

(2) Turning Point in History (@) : Modernization
(OShimonoseki during Bakumatsu: The flash point for modernization
- 1863 Bakan War (The Shimonoseki Campaign): Choshu-han VS the four great powers of Great
Britain, France, the Netherlands, and the United States
Peace Envoy: Takasugi—Opening of the Shimonoseki Port
cf. Lighthouse Treaty: Mutsurejima (island) lighthouse, etc

+ 1864 A number of small, minor groups from within the Choshu-han, with Takasugi Shinsaku and
others taking a leading role, conducted a coup d’etat at the Kouzanji Temple (Chofu) with the aim
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of taking out the dominant Choshu-han group which wanted to maintain the political status quo of
the time (=with Tokugawa at the top); they were successful and this changed the thinking of the
Choshu-han.

About Takasugi [Reference: Shiba Ryotaro, “Yo ni sumu hibi”, Bunshunbunko]

His Teacher (Mentor): Yoshida Shoin was extremely stoic, awkward and honest to a fault; he
followed the philosophy of “Revere the Emperor, Expel the Barbarians” (Sonno joi); he wanted to bring
down the shogunate. While under house arrest, he opened the private tutoring academy
Shokansonjuku and developed several talented disciples.

One of his disciples was Takasugi Shinsaku: Takasugi was a player, ingenious, and good at
everything; he had a similar ability to take action as Shoin, and he became a Kiheitai (a well-trained
volunteer militia) intent on bringing down the shogunate as a result of feeling the gap between the
strength of Japan and the great western powers.

CPropulsion towards Modernization : First Sino-Japanese War (1894)

—April 1895, a peace conference was held at Shunpanro : Japan-China Peace
Treaty/Shimonoseki Treaty
« Eleven representatives from both countries were present, including Ito Hirobumi (Prime Minister
of Japan, former disciple of Yoshida Shoin) and Mutsu Munemitsu, in charge of negotiations for
Japan, and Li Hongzhang, in charge of negotiations for Qing.

+ Qing agreed to pay Japan 200,000,000 Tael, and to enter into the same commerce and navigation
treaty with Japan as it had with European nations. The compensation amount was approximately
360,000,000 yen, more than four times the amount of the national budget of Japan at the time
(80,000,000 yen).

—Yawata Steel Works : A government managed steelworks company. In order to keep up with

demand for steel due to the development of modern industry and the Sino-Japanese War, part
of the compensation payout from the Sino-Japanese War was used to construct and commence
use of the first blast furnace, under the guidance of a German engineer.

+ Liaodong Peninsular (later returned through the Triple Intervention) and Taiwan, etc, were ceded
to Japan.
—Colonization of Taiwan; forcing Qing to grant independence to the Korean Peninsula and the
penetration and invasion of the Korean Peninsula and mainland China; expansion of imperialism.

2. Hosoe Area : Enhancement of transportation system and shifting of the city center (Late Meiji ~
End of WW2)
(1) Restructuring of the Tonya
+ System changes such as “the abolition of the Han system and replacement by the prefecture

system”, introduction of steamships, extension of railway from Ueno (near Tokyo) to Aomori (northern
Japan), 1891 (Meiji 24).

—1889 Opening of the Tokaido line (Shin-bashi (Tokyo) to Kobe)
=Shimonoseki, which had developed as a port of anchorage, began to decline, and the number of
Hokkoku Tonya started to decrease.
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(2) Development of the transpartation network
+ 1889 Kanmon Connecting Ferry (scheduled steamship service) : Connecting Moji (starting
station of Kyushu railway) and Karato (starting point of the Sanyo Road)
—Land reclamation of the Karato Bay : Becomes a major international port
Foreign trading houses, the British Consulate of Shimonoseki (1901/Meiji 34), Akita Shokai,
ete, are constructed in the Karato area

- 1901 Sanyo Railway : From Kobe to Bakan (Shimonoseki) Station [Hosoe Area]
—After the opening of Bakan Station : Commencement of Kanmon Railway Connecting Ferry
service
Passengers connecting from the train service boarded from Hosoe, general merchants boarded
from Karato

+ 1905 (~1945) Kanfu Connecting Ferry (Sanyo Steamship Company—nationalized)
Coming and going of a large number of Japanese and Koreans : 1940 Around 10% of the
population (19,000 people) were from Korea
—1970 Kanfu Ferry (International Car Ferry)
=Abustling downtown area : Railway station, wharf connecting Shimonoseki to Kvushu and
Korea—Sanyo Department Store, Sanyo Hotel, etc.
—Babe Ruth, Helen Keller, Albert Einstein used the hotel

3. After WW2~The Shimonoseki station moves to the Takezaki Area : Development of transport
network, Shimonoseki becomes a transit city, “Seven roads across the Strait”
(01942 Opening of the Kanmon Railway Tunnel : Station moves to Takezaki
—Today, the “Sea Mall” shopping mall, department stores, etc are in this area
- 1958 Kanmon Tunnel (roadway and footpath)
+ 1973 Kanmon Bridge (express highway)
- 1975 New Kanmon Tunnel (bullet train)
=Development of various “roads” to cross the Kanmon Strait : Shimonoseki becomes a transit city,
cf. “Shimonoseki city, Fukuoka prefecture”

O Shifting “major city” : Shimonoseki (“The Osaka of West Japan”) (Commerce)
=Kita North) Kyushu City (Heavy Chemical Industry)
=Fukuoka City (Service Sector)

Further Information:
+ Shimonoseki City University Japan Heritage Research Group
https://shidai-nikkyu.amebaownd.com/
+ The Kanmon Strait and Ships : Kanmon Kaikyo Vessel Traffic Service Center : Schedule of
entrance of large vessels — Kanmon Route

https!//www6.kaiho.mlit.go.jp/kanmon/schedule/ KANMON/schedule 1.html
« Tracking the position of ships around the world with Marine Traffic

https//www.marinetraffic.com/
https‘//www.marinetraffic.com/jp/aisthome/centerx:130.927/centery:33.941/zoom:13

52



[l 3 [ R 72

(g 2] RE%E [HURMOR BT B L A5 B P MO0 AR 12 51 5 Wik - 0B
Yo (— )

Shimonoseki: Surrounded on three sides by the sea

C. Kanda

Hibikinada Sea

Futaoijima Is.

é*a ””a’“i‘i Source: Geospatil Information Authority ofJapan (GSI)
Shimonoseki is located in the western most point of the main
island of Honshu and is surrounded on three sides by the sea.

It is a city whose development relied mainly on shipping.

Kitamae-bune: Shipping between the Edo period
and the Meiji period

Kitamae-bune (literally northern-bound ships) = shipping conducted along the
coastline of the Sea of Japan, starting from Sakata (Yamagata Prefecture),
travelling via the Tsugaru Strait, the Pacific Ocean, and finally on to Edo
(Tokyo) and Osaka.

...Initially, the ships would travel along an eastward route, however it was a
dangerous voyage given the rough seas of the Pacific Ocean.

Thus, a new westward route travelling through the calmer Seto Inland Sea
was developed.

...Shimonoseki became a hub connecting the Sea of Japan and the Seto Inland
Sea (Pacific Ocean), and a place where many ships, goods and people would
come together.

- Remains of the Bakan Koshinikata office, a trading company established by
the Choshu-han (The Bakan Koshinikata engaged in money loaning with cargo
as security, warehousing (temporary storage of cargo), wholesaling /
commissioned sales, etc)

2
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Bakan Koshinikata: The trading company managed by
the Choshu-han
| |

Development of the Shimonoseki Port

1874 (Meiji 7): Permission granted for foreign vessels to call into
the Shimonoseki Port (to allow pilots to return to port)
1883 (Meiji 16): Designation as a special trading port for trade
with the Korean Peninsula
1889 (Meiji 22): Designation as a special export port

N
This led to an increase in trade volume
However, there were issues with the shallowness of the bay and
narrowness of the city area, and dredging and land reclamation
were deemed necessary.
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Development of Political and
International Relations Issues
in Japan from the viewpoint of

Shimonoseki

Genji GREK) & Heishi (FFK)

« Emperor, imperial family and aristocracy in
Heian (FF%&) period (794-1185)

» The rise of local warrior class as guards of
private land

» Heishi (Hei clan) and Genji (Gen clan)

« The Battle of Dannoura (12 /;E D&Y,
1185) in Kanmon strait as an epoch-
making event for the power shift
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Choshu (£), Meiji Restoration
and Beyond (1)

» Mori (£ #]) clan’s (and Shimazu [&:£]
clan’'s)loss to Tokugawa (1600)

» Mori (in Choshu-han) and Shimazu
(in Satsuma-han) as the strongest

potential enemies against Tokugawa
(&)

Choshu (£ /), Meiji Restoration
and Beyond (2)

» The rise of pro-emperor, anti-foreigner
movement and Choshu as the center of
the movement (1850s~)

» Choshu’s Shimonoseki War (1863)
against the UK, France, US and the
Netherlands

» Tokugawa'’s failure in attempts for
Choshu Conquest (1864, 1866)= Meiji
Restoration (1868)=Boshin War (JX =
%, 1868-69)
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