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[ Abstract] : The purpose of this article is to give a review of recent efforts to improve

N

international inbound tourism in Yamaguchi prefecture, focusing particularly on two
attempts, that is, to expand East-Asian partnership networks and to localize tourism
initiatives. First of all, I will summarize some results of my previous researches with
some policy prescriptions. Then, I will report a recent performance of Yamaguchi
prefecture’s highly original but deeply local-based exchange-tourism program
“Yamaguchi Taiken Kouryu Programs (Yamaguchi experience/exchange-oriented
programs)”, based on its long international friendship exchange with Shandong-sheng
of China and Gyeongsangnam-do of Korea. Thirdly, I will refer to recent two attempts
in Yamaguchi prefecture to improve its multiple East-Asian networking in order to
strengthen inbound tourism: One is a series of activities of the Tourism section of the
Organization of East Asian Economic Development (OEAED), another is the
above-mentioned three prefectures’ partnership-making in the area of ecotourism.
Finally, I will discuss some tasks and possibilities for developing international inbound
tourism in Yamaguchi prefecture, with references to “sustainable tourism” and

“experience economy (value of experiences)”.
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