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[Abstract] : This paper is a survey on how a supermarket chain showed regional
development under definite regulations, and what is going on after the deregulation in
Yamaguchi Prefecture, Japan. The emergence and evolution of supermarket has caused
large changes in regional features associated with retailing in Yamaguchi Pref.
Nowadays we can only see the prosperous shopping centers located in suburbs and
shopping streets dying out in urban areas. We can see such a process not only in
Yamaguchi Pref., but also everywhere in Japan except in mega city areas. We don’t
think present regional retail structure as such should be desirable in increasing aging
society. Legislation of newly revised laws on location of large sized retail stores, and on
activation of central urban areas are supposed to restrain the transferential tendencies
of main retail facilities from urban to suburban, but I wonder if there is enough to
change a fundamental direction of flow. Its casuality indicates some other legislations

on locations of large scaled shopping facilities.
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