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I that please some, try all: both joy and terror
Of good and bad, that makes and unfolds error,
Now take upon me, in the name of Time,

To use my wings. Impute it not a crime

To me, or my swift passage, that I slide

O’er sixteen years, and leave the growth untried
Of that wide gap, since it is in my power

To o’erthrow law, and in one self-born hour

To plant and o’erwhelm custom. Let me pass
The same I am, ere ancient’st order was,

Or what is now receiv’d. I witness to

The times that brought them in; so shall I do
To th’ freshest things now reigning, and make stale
The glistering of this present, as my tale

Now seems to it. Your patience this allowing,

I turn my glass, and give my scene such growing
As you had slept between: Leontes leaving,

Th’ effects of his fond jealousies so grieving
That he shuts up himself, imagine me,

Gentle spectators, that I now may be

In fair Bohemia, and remember well

I mentioned a son o’ th’ king’s, which Florizel

I now name to you; and with speed so pace

To speak of Perdita, now grown in grace

Equal with wond’ring. What of her ensues

I list not prophesy; but let Time’'s news

Be known when ’tis brought forth. A shepherd’s daughter,
And what to her adheres, which follows after,
Is th’ argument of Time. Of this allow,

If ever you have spent time worse ere now;

He wishes earnestly you never may.

(4.1.1-32)
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When I consider every thingb that grows

Holds in perfection but a little moment,
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That this huge stage presenteth naught but shows
Whereon the stars in secret influence comment;
When I perceive that men as plants increase,
Cheered and checked even by the selfsame sky;
Vaunt in their youthful sap, at height decrease,
And wear their brave state out of memory:
Then the conceit of this inconstant stay

Sets you most rich in youth before my sight,
Where wasteful time debateth with decay

To change your day of youth to sullied night;
And all in war with time for love of you,

As he takes from you, I engraft you new.

(The Sonnets, 15)(2)
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FIRST WITCH

All hail, Macbeth! Hail to thee, Thane of Glamis!
SECOND WITCH

All hail, Macbeth! Hail to thee, Thane of Cawdor!
THIRD WITCH

All hail, Macbeth, that shalt be king hereafter!(3>
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O, beware, my lord, of jealousy!

It is the green-eyed monster, which doth mock
The meat it feeds on. That cuckold lives in bliss
Who certain of his fate loves not his wronger,
But O, what damned minutes tells he o’er,

Who dotes yet doubts, suspects yet fondly loves!
(3.3.163-8)
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My lord, I would I might entreat your honour
To scan this thing no farther.
(Ibid.,242-3)
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My own belief that the actor who plays him should display signs of jealousy from the very outset
and make it clear, as he easily may, that the business of asking Polixenes to stay longer is merely the

device of jealousy seeking proof.
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I will in Cassio’s lodging lose this napkin,

And let him find it. Trifles light as air

Are to the jealous confirmations strong

As pfoofs of holy writ. This may do something.
The Moor already changes with my poison.
Dangerous conceits are in their natures poisons,

Which at the first are scarce found to distaste,
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But, with a little act upon the blood,
Burn like the mines of sulphur.
(3.3.318-26)
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4 Heaven is my judge, not I for love and duty,
But seeming so for my peculiar end:
(1.1.60-1D
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6 The Winter’s Tale (The New Shakespeare, ed. by John Dover Wilson, 1968) p.131
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A sense of the cycles of life and death and of the seasons was particularly pertinent to Jacobean thought.
Arising particularly from Renaissance thinking, the dualities of winter and spring, youth and age, court and
country, art and nature, joy and sorrow, were central to cultural and intellectual considerations. Shakespeare

uses the theme of time to explore all these issues. (p.73)
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