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Tell me, my daughters
(Since now we will divest us both of rule,
Interest of territory, cares of state),

Which of you shall we say doth love us most,
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That we our largest bounty may extend
Where nature doth with merit challenge?
(1.1.43-8)

L RIAONEOKETHY, SERNENNRGOTH->T, NEEHERLET L bdNIE, NE%E
Beclddh, BICRVWHOYWLIERST LML > THHLDOHNERBETERVWI L bH B, KPSV TOD
BEEHHEBYRZUHAE O, HEZI LABVEVSECD I B EBELONTVEITEAY
1, LHET B EbHRBES S, LELEALIARSETH—ED [BR) Thy, HREAKTH
BT ABEORESIKIELTEA A LHAERD LS E LTV ebFTREV, £OFHHUS, Ri-bOM
P OWE S DEEAEITHE0 SHICBIC ST E5A 5 EHBRHTHBY, I—F 11 Ticid ‘A third
more opulent than your sisters’ (Ibid. 81) ¥ L TWEDTH 5%, T LT LO_ADRICRBEETD 7
QXY =S¢V DRI DS, BEELXHYBIHABYET Db -LEEbNE, BT BT,
COTESEOBEIZERS MBEHY] LV -kbDTIREL, BPREELLEBEINTWVS T & AR
TE200b0THY, 3ADRE, VTHFEOLOFTEEL TV BR] DY -V EBRENS
79, 2D BEUBBERRELZLCVWIE [BEZE] ETOTFRBZERFD [£F| 289 T LR
BETHb, LTANBI-F4 VTR THELIRLTOREEETSE A, O—EOZFEEH
HLESELTOWAEERY 7OBERIICE-HALHFES->TLEY, COBEEZEO—FE2AELICLTL
E5DThHB, T3V TOLLDRETHI, BO—RBEELNE, TxYNVE)-—FHryBzoRdT
AEMHICIKL, BRE-TANFEROI-F 1 V7Y TOEZTCWALEREDICL, ThbEIE
ZTVREBELWEREEZEINEZTHEARMNELZ LA THREEEIN/OTH S, ‘Nothing, my lord’
PoBEZYVTEI-F4VTOPLVEDIE, JOEVEEREHEELSZEDOP O IIHUTVT, V7T
i3, ERBHEHENENOERCEDLBEVWHEREEZEICTEhOLSIC, a—-F 4V TEHRJLTLEIOT
b5,

BT 3ic, COROBETHMALPEICTZ20OEBREVBSOERICHES S T EREFA LI LB VE
HELLTOY TOETHY, EHEBRLTY 7ERULIBIBICVWE/nx s — LTS Rty
TIDIEERNTRIELE,

COZEBEINISE, EELLEABOHENCBEORINICEOE TERHAEZEALLLD TH 5,
AR EEEEZ LB LOMICZ D & THBMS > T hd, TOLoBRERICEZOVThO®R
EHFBTARF TR L TV Y24 7 AL TOEMRABN L THHVWIN T 5, WIHIKLTHID

CBETH, )T REHETHD S DIEARHAE TS -1 bUT, ThiiccOko [EE] 0B

50

DVWTRESOBETHEESIZZL, HHET A EBHRLUBIc W L2 bIZREALTRE S
Vo 2F D, I—F 4 UTEVIHZOKENEFOBVED KELBVELTD, HLOBRICHEZEEE
THAREEESWZ 2L bHRIVIBITVWDTHS, LALY THEBALDRI-—F 1V TEVIREE
BT Bl ETHoto FLTEFORTHIZERL TOLMEREZHEL, HoicwiHFICRELGAT VX
S RHAZNENICEVWTCLE I DTH S, RHELF TRLIMEANLT LV DL BRI
WTHAIN, BRFEROZBL2EEIOKA LIBFRT, ThE CEFRICBE D, > 2 Z AOEITH
LWigElh 252 52 LT3,
ZOHFLVWHAO—BOMESARHO LTS 3, ZNIEH LOREIEMIMR ShickBicb OB &M
AEOEBNE(AVE-TVWBEIETH D, VTRI-F1VTRELE2b 0>t MEREIL, Z
NEITZINVEN-FVIRELTLE S, 2R TRO>TVWHIRZADRIE, ZhIEFTHADIRARESh
TWHEFHORENEEF RS, E)BNEEFAND UEA LG EVIBH LR EP 21 THA
Do LULEBMHSY 7RERALDAEFEMSERICKET I LHOUREAEEATCLESIDOTHS, LAIL
BELZNEZADLBICE > TREIES T EBHRIER TR oo MRELESETHNEET
AN - TWa=F 4 ) T EVWILBEBERIARTLLEH LY TOSKMNIC, SERESLE EE
AFNTLEIBEREZTXIYNE Y —H VB ORBRBELLEDPLTH B, 2—FT 4 JTHRI TR

[V 7E] icBiF 5 double plot ic2W\WT



W, VT IHEELHFETOIRIOBELE LY Y b ETERLEDTS 3,

Such constant starts are we like to have from him as this
of Kent’s banishment.
(Ibid.291-2)
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The calamities of tragedy do not simply happen, nor are they sent; they proceed mainly from actions,

and those the actions of men. (p.6)
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Tomorrow, and tomorrow, and tomorrow,

Creeps in this petty pace from day to day
To the last syllable of recorded time;
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And all our yesterdays have lighted fools

The way to dusty death. Out, out, brief candle!
Life’s but a walking shadow, a poor player
That struts and frets his hour upon the stage
And then is heard no more.

(V.v.19-26)®
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Unaccom-
modated man is no more but such a poor, bare, forked animal
as thou art.

(8.4.95-1)
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I'th’last night’s storm I such a fellow saw,

Which made me think a man a worm.
(4.1.32-3)

ZH LB SR b REMIGTS [Hb~NEFH] ORVEVEZCDBEIICRHLTLES>DTH %,
BOBT XKD, ThEBET 320D FRAREELE L, ThETHP, TV TE] O THEIEESH
% ‘nothing’ EWHEEAFESH D ICHEAELATEE OFEIC >V TN Lbd b, K LED LIHA
LA, MEHK] 2505 ABIBESOES &5 icfiAZ THE] L LTEHr VWL TREL, B
BOEESABTHELTVREBBEEOVTHNLVWDOTH B,

7yazy—@GECEIALEEHAOKRTROLIINBILEEE > TS,

As flied to wanton boys are we to th’gods;
They kill us for their sport.
(Ibid.36-7)

Halio {3 The New Cambridge Shakespeare IZBWT, Thid [COBRMBIIBIT 270X 5 —D@ELEH L
TVW3HDTHY, I{BBEINILICCOBIOTHELBIZEFEEZEHLLbOTREBV] LARLTYL
3, FEDIC Halio MV THILTVWA LS, ZFoRy—RIEFRBENITH -THY, MicE-TD
AEIOEER, FRIZE>TORISEFEUSOSVIBIRESBWELELEZEA TV ERIRT 2 LMEVD
Mrblhun®, Lhrl, COBECTCERDIRTETI/ oy —3HA DI L% ‘Kind gods’ &Y
PFTWD, 3=V —VDEVDIFILEE, V723t dbb-Tr/ury—RiliAE2BEIhTL
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£, FLTCZOEFEODTHIARD LT N2 Y FCZ20EARUAERATH B &5 - IEDORD

BEIGERIEYT %,

O, my follies! Then Edgar was abused.
Kind gods, forgive me that, and prosper him.
(3.7.90-1)

BOOB, S EEPH, T FA—ICHI L, BEBRBULERLLIENDOHLEZREY, = P CEA2%E
JTELVWEZoRY —Wkind L -8, Fozy—id BE] OFEEZOKLTVWEDTH
3, BEMGHRMEREZZOZFHNCYTRHEO2DD KBV, 20X &ETRE, VTHITRY N
CEELEDTEVEV 2HEMT, T2V VRBY TEZORKLEOPRD L WREOTEIIBRSS Lz
Licb L, FOFRLLOABMELENTVS I &I bABEMRHIHN ML ->TLE I,

COBIEEER, EIOLRBELVIBREALOHD LS L LTV EIANLVIILRBLTELE
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NTVBETITRIEVWEVWS T ERDLURLIEP D ETHS, HlAE, AL/ V—-TenfahPdv
TRV RFETRYN, V=AVicLTH, HOMWRTERNREZLEZINCTNE, 2<ESHZBICVS
&GP B,
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KA ELEDTH B, TPy FREFHSEIHEE L TOBFOELARTWEY, ZYoxy—L&
TRA-RBRELAEIED, TXIVNVENV—HVEFRIEAILLALILED, E-THNE, HEKELT
DEHADEEZRE DT I L LETHTH %, ZMmET & LTOREID ZHEL 3 2 LRBKBI LTV
[HEE] = F= v FOEEZERT 20 IROLEVE, BOBET2 Y Vb E3E->T [HEER] ©
WEABZ oNAhbFTREY, SRy —BEETOF Vv EDLFEOFTOLRFOZ L ERHF T F
H=PUEEhrbWAE->TWBEEE -7 LI AT, BRIIHOERE EH» SREMICEHIEE LT EE UKD
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D, BROHNTHEHERILIEA5ELELEDTH S, ) LEBRRIZLOAMPR2b0THYD, P55l %
b RO ARMEEEN X IGENEEL S RBBELLSL S, HIEOPERERITCLEI>OTI
BWEASI P, ZOLIRI N2V FOFIH>VTR [FTEARIAERE HF4% F35] chnhio
TEHET I LB 2, HOkE ) 7TORKRELET S5, TOREEHRICKES I LR
Poti— ADAREH W bDIREZELONDE, TLTZOERTH IR Y VicEEShi) —FrETxy
VEEOESELTRIEVES S b,

Y7 EEHREVOIBRPORET S0, ZOMOBBANE TERT LI LT >TLEST, Y
TEOHET/ ORI —IC2VWTHBRBFNICCNETER cn% LK OBl 2L T [HE] 2+ —
T RFELTREBICTHEEDTAHALEIBVWVIEE S,

Y 7 IRERDEBHETH e, EAMEEFRE L THA T RINERLBVWEHL2ESORBTHE
TTBELEHSZNICKODPT, HREEVSIREEZR T L E2HES, RRICBERICKEAILTENEN
bfEENTLE 9,

TRYNE)—AVRDVTRESITHSI M TRV NVRYTHSERZONTVIEORE WS EEZ
IMEC T LTV ROMEE R o Fo ETAMN, a—F 4V THEEREBR LI SNLLDIIBVLET S
Ko TEAFROEE, IO REHERCBOOLIVET 2BETHEL SIHIBRICEAS ELAKHTH
3, LiL, BEEELTEEHCR—EERBVY) 7E0HVOHT, T F2 Y FEOBRLH LN, b
BEHTHEEALZDZBW) TIRE->TORGEES v b, BIBORITTRIEMBEROZEVEDILE>T
W2 R T OPEEA — NN = —icRARRTTE N, HHRE LTHRIIT 5 2 EREkRT, eV - TROEED
BEICHNE 5 EBRTART 3, VA VDBEA, RKa—vox—VEDOBEREI TRV VOBZAELRE
WoTWBEY, BBEREARRIUI/I V- 7IRANE IR DO VWEH B, UL LETELLFEERZ L
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THHERIEAS ELABREIIS P DO THE, 2 LTTFVNCHEREIETHEH, Thlllic
V= HVOBEI =T 4 =BT B BRBERRICEAIE LTV Fe vy FEBF &S & L
EFQ VD FEOMIIRINTLE S,

COESBEBEMESKKNT [V 7E] 2RI 2 EBBVHLES hORMTEROIHIEV, LrLdisl s
75y FL—H LTk i [BEERITE] 2R BEMICENS] EnHTEiRiEwn, 2
2L, CORIICREDXSBEIEA, 2D UBORRERAS L LTVWRVAGB4ABERBEBLTYL
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RUEBABILRLTEAMOEARTH B/ B RY — KDV THINTHEL BLETHS 5,

2 [HESOXH—
75y FL—RJIoRXR g —2ROLHICFHELTWV B,

And in character too Gloster is, like his master, affectionate, credulous and hasty. But otherwise
he is sharply contrasted with the tragic Lear, who is a towering figure, every inch a king, while Gloster
is built on a much smaller scale, and has infinitely less force and fire. He is, indeed, a decidedly weak
though good-hearted man; and, failing wholly to support Kent in resisting Lear's original folly and in-
justice, he only gradually takes the better part. Nor is his character either very interesting or very dis-
tinct. He often gives one the impression of being wanted mainly to fill a place in the scheme of the play;
and, though it would be easy to give a long list of his characteristics, they scarcely, it seems to me, com-
pose an individual, a person whom we are sure we should recognize at once. If this is so, the fact is cu-

rious, considering how much we see and hear of him. (p.244-5)

TS5y FL—ZCDETIORY — 3 DRI [H—DXREBAY] EHLTWEHO®, FOAYEEE T &
HBUE5E, VT EREUL TBBERL, BLedl, BR] THE, Ay —LvOoRIEB0TREIIT/NE
<, BH#EOS LVEBEERLBOAIEVSI T ERBEZDOTHA I, 75 v FL—0DW I ‘the scheme of the
play’ &1t doubleplot DI EBIELTVWAEEEDLNEY, - ZhiZFOBRELLBELLTOVEVAY
EZEATEVDLES S, REVHIOVTH Y TR MK THE] 75 & OB SR L TV < 25,
Z RN TBHOME L] HHEd TV aEEZ, V7 LT 3HTRIHOEAREH L TV 5 & 133
D[P OFELTHI WV,
CORIZ T o Ry v b OMEL SIEE - TV B,

Kent: I thought the king had more affected the Duke of Albany than
Cornwall.
‘ Gloucester: It did always seem so to us: but now in the division of
kingdom, it appears not which of the dukes he values most,
for qualities are so weighed that curiosity in neither can make

choice of either’s moiety.
(1.1.1-6)

ZAOFE»S ) T EBICDRL ED DI AR EEEHEIT A LEFT BTV E, ZLTA -
Nz — e A=y 3 —VERIZHT B Y TOKRENE(LLTVWE VWS ERES L oh 5, —oHOE
|Wh o, bR TEESEOBREY [H#R] KBERTVLDOTHEI 2R TMAI LI, “>HDNE
HWick->T, V7OHEO—U->F 0 [BR| LETREIANMVIRLTS, LomhELEBRLELOE
DOETEIENDIZHEOUKEREVZ I EPHREZDTH S, MxEICOBE»S [V 7 OMEERD
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FEAZEH ] 239 TICHR B FIED TV BRELIER L, OBEIELEKIc— DBEEL TV S LFRYT 5,
ZhlRELML, FuRI—RBITITEVFOEHEEZLTVWAILRBAATH 3, V) 7HBET 2HIICEE
) TEHRMNF2EEELTVWEDOTHY, TNERENBILEABLCRILLTVWEIRETOH S, £5
EPhoEE-TERIuRY—DBRICH2TEHELD, TLEEILIBFETY THRLC I LEZEERLTY
ZHIFTREV, Y247 AETRIODDILUALFEZIEFL > THO TV 2D TR, BN S
BEERE-TIDRICHBEREZI BT LIBEIILTVS, DLAIZSHFTAL S,

COEHOEE T/ o2y — it ADETHVT, —ARBBTI FA-TE5—ARIOBESICOH
ZATVBREFOIFTYFTHD, ¥V PCHFTTIIE, ELXICK>TRHBRICT Fv v FEEDIMEE
EEo ik _ADEFEROL ML TV 3,

But I have a son, sir, by order of law, some year elder

than this, who yet is no dearer in my account; though this knave
came something saucily to the world before he was sent for, yet
was his mother fair, there was good sport at his making, and the
whoreson must be acknowledged.

(Ibid.15-9)

RFTHORMBOZ P2 Y FICHT2BBRETF FA -T2 60LFLL 5VWTH B L DHRMIL, i
MYTEL—NZ— e =V T 3 —VlREEDERICODVTES 2D BEL TV, J TORELH
ZLEEBEAMSELNATVWRVWOR, 2R3 TOREBEBEHESRVWASTHD, THEZIFT Y FED
EBLLESHEHM ‘there was good sport at his making’ &V -7z AR EHET ZHEFTLLOICBEL VD
EELUTWE, EThiE, ZADEFNOFRED [HBEH] IBELOTHERTREL, LAz
DOEBEBAYTH->12icL b, BHIRILETHNLTLEISGAVWODTHELEELEKEAH, BE, V7R
a—F 4 ) TIWEVWEBEV T RIC b 5T, HROBEICHRL, BRCOIHMULTLES>DTH
5, 2L C/uRy—ik TFHF-ZBLTOLILSEOLLT, TPV FREENAKEIh T FA—IC
HERAOFEZAZEETCLED, CITRET ) THRMEITEE LD, TORTI Ry — Db ZH M
EETVED, bRV TOLEATEHIC/ oS —2BRTRAIEIBVIILTD, BRIz MY
FORICRES IS0y =00 ) TOREEBWIAD & RHERSV, ARMOMEMBOBI %Y =42 2
E7RIODOEHEMES T EICX-T, EULIBEICHRMT S LiHIILTWY 3,

CDBOEMT B & I3BET 545 double plot REDHRAEVHLABLKBEL TV, BOBicBY 3
VT EEYDEL LTRERONE SRy —, ZOEBEORERREENBERICHGEHA L-FHZbILH
b, REDEAEILD » tHEERVH LD, ChFESERICIGHOMFEEERLTHTH >,
7azy -0 7T ORICKERT BETHN, TOBTEIFF—KL-TROLIELSN TV S,

_ : but his flawed heart ——
Alack, too weak the conflict to support ——
"Twixt two extremes of passion, joy and grief,
Burst smilingly.
(5.3.187-90)

IRA-—DEEEEMLL, BEERDILBTHATVEIo0R Y —OBETI, 4EGETY 7TOMEERD
33— 4 YT E5HIBT

And my poor fool is hanged. No, no, no life?

Why should a dog, a horse, a rat have life,

Iy 7EJ iwdBiF % double plot lcDWT



And thou no breath at all? Thou’lt come no more,
Never, never, never, never, never.

Pray you, undo this button. Thank you, sir.

Do you see this? Look on her! Look, her lips.
Look there, look there.

(279-85)

LEVELIEEZNTLESK Y TOREEZESEL D THS, VTHI—F 4 ) TOREZIALILD
M, FREBPEBEETCVBEEEVRBMSTEATH 7200, BIRIB7T 5y FL—DE S ‘unbearable
joy’ EVIHKRLERVTIOHZRIC LD OHITRHRE VW, 702 s —MBHEKEOETY) 7LD/
SVORBIOBE BT 2 ENTERVBDTHA D, RIKEEVTERIURA Y —VERO>AE LTH
WTLEAE, ThIZHEORERRE LY, BINSREHLE->TLESRTTH S, fhld [FED
Fl EVWHIEEXZ SR —KBNEHIRASZ 328D TR- 72O TREV, Y2427 AETIR IR
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KFRHIIEALIBICWA V0 R Y — I F DRENZUTEH LS ETEEXBIREEITLE S, LTI D%
FIRC 22, BdsT#HeBE o LiciE2EIN, KBEORVBREMA S & Lichic, V7 EEL
EAMEARL THREIT EHHRIRBRE L TR LSS, FAbM) TRERLZEEDR Y — b
DREEERLBVEALL>TVEDTH S, THIRLMENEROROEVTHY, ThMFEETI:
DInEEZTHED,

VT EEL, Suxy—i3 EER] Kokledh, T RF—-LzFe Y FORBETRO D LMD,
WIZFD_ADOFHAEGFELE L TERT A BV I LBV, HERT»LEBIERBLVHIBLEA
=5z ohi: THEEB] & L TRV DRTIEN 3,

1B2BRIFe Y FO [EHEESE] THE-> T3, BT THEI3BLHDRAYBBEVWEZIFTWE L
ZBATOWEZFR VY FRBTFIRA—ICE>ThDEEEEST S, TOLDIIRI ORI —2BHOED
T EICHET BB T LT 2 T EBBER Sy ZOFEIRI DRI —BADE I LEFLAAP
4L, BRTH >k, BOTHERAET AR ITIERACBHZED S, /oX 5 —3BEOEHEEEN,D
BIDICT R 2B LHT I Fe Yy FIGTEH, ZORREHFT Fv v FORERED KBV TL
B/ oy —DFNTH B, Z L THIFIC ‘These late eclipses in the sun and moon portend no/good
to us.’(1.2.91-2) T AHOSER, BHREFEVEEART LHREVFELLHEZIRETHWE, 0O
BOB¥ER IRy —LEAICLSCI N Y FORBICEFAZTLRES>TLEI T FH-MBET 5,

A credulous father and a brother noble,

Whose nature is so far from doing harms

That he suspects none; on whose foolish honesty
My practices ride easy. I see the business.

Let me, if not by birth, have lands by wit.

All with me’s meet that I can fashion fit.
(Ibid.151-6)

[ELRTV] REEAZRES CEOHEREY [§8V] REVWSHFHEBEABVEY kE» L, EFcikFic
ALBWEHIAHEIC L > TEBIET FT VY FREET 3, FHOTX VWO HATHIZEEZ SlcDExd
BT, TH9LEETARDBY 247 AETOHALAIBRLELONS, TF+ RV XL ELEIBHRDOELH,
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BEER, HFORINCHEETEBOVHEED, Rz oREEMLAT TORBEHE o2y — KB - TR
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fth7s 5750,
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2BZBEHERE, EHNCRETOMERRSRVESOLIHZ L Fe Y FAFIRANSE I EFHEKL LI IC
T5EMERT B,

; and of my land,
Loyal and natural boy, I'll work the means
To make thee capable.
(2.1.82-4)

—HEDORO D SLEROTHEERKET OOV TH DL RBBOADCEZ I ETE7025 =0, 18
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BIEWAS, a—F 4 )T EEBEFEETERTES LEDOTH-T, FuRy—DEAT FH—CEHEERD
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75y FL—5Efd 3 & 51 OB E L TRAEEER VI EE RO [RE] 2 LAk,
RERELIEHT AL TEBRAD, 120, A2uh{T7—TOEEEEL, FXFEe—-FOREEE
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12Dy F=N—TOEZRREVPRHBL TV E L) CRRIAEMERTEILEE2EI TS, FOEICLT N
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S0 3 EARBIRT 20720, T FA-HIESNAETHOFERIRL U DEL 12, £ IKRBEAY
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75y FL—ROMAREEHLTHANENER LSOOV THEMIERLTWS, ZOHD—2%
5IH7 %,

As we contemplate this world, the question presses on us What can be the ultimate power that
moves it, that excites this gigantic war and waste, or, perhaps, that suffers them and overrules them?
And in King Lear this question is not left to us to ask, it is raised by the characters themselves.
References to religious or irreligious beliefs and feelings are more frequent than is usual in Shakespeare’s

tragedies, as frequent perhaps as in his final plays. (p.223)
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) 7 ORAEEDRNICLT, ADHRERSIEDRVI OMAEXIT 3 [HWHIS ] 2B LB VEMR
BETREWD, THABAE] »E S OHWIZHEKI VY, ADEGBADIHBRIEIENE A TRD
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Va2 7 RAETHEVLZVWHY S 02 Y B EFHENTHEIPERCHTY 328, AMOEMEZ#H &6
i, ERELTROHERL TV T O OBIICHEIER T D & 5 WIERER VD &V S BERICE X
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Ty 7E] o5/ ik THE NEW CAMBRIDGE SHAKESPEARE (edited by Jay L. Halio, 1992) % i\ 2o X A.

C. Bradley ® Shakespearean Tragedy & Macmillan @ 1985 FEERR < —¢—s%y 7 ZHW 1,

(1) But the disadvantages were dramatically greater. The number of essential characters is so large, their
actions and movements are so complicated, and events towards the close crowd on one another so
thickly, that the reader’s attention, rapidly transferred from one centre of interest to another, is over-
strained. He becomes, if not intellectually confused, at least emotionally fatigued. (208-9)

(2) Good my lord,

You have begot me, bred me, loved me. I



Return those duties back as are right fit,
Obey you, love you, and most honour you.
(90-3)
CHEDLIBZEBRVIRRTH > 2ic LA, BhVEBELESKBETDH 5,

(3) Mothing itV (FEEMMAE®RE H4% ¥E25)

(4) ‘Who is it that can tell me who I am?’ &&h 3 ) 7i2, #{tid ‘Lear’s shadow.” LI ERAE H UH 3,

RYTRBZTOBEKRSER TRV,

(5) THE NEW PENGUIN SHAKESPEARE(1987)

(6) What, in ill thoughts again? Men must endure
Their going hence even as their coming hither:
Ripeness is all.(5.2.9-11)

(N BURTFE (V=M 27 RETICBT 2R EER] GIXAHHK 6K

(8) Often mistakenly believed to sum up the basic philosophy or ‘message’ of the play, these lines represent,
rather, Gloucester’s despairing viewpoint at this stage in his development. Edgar will try to bring him
out of it, as he explains later (4.5.33-4). Here, Gloucester, deeply cynical, believes human beings are of
no greater significance or importance to the gods than insects are to sportive children, who enjoy killing
them for fun.

{9) Gloster is the superstitious character of the drama, . .. the only one. (245)
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