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Love cools, friendship falls off, brothers divide. In cities,
mutinies; in countries, discord; in palaces, treason; and the
‘bond cracked "twixt son and father. This villain of mine comes
under the prediction: there’s son against father. The king falls
from bias of nature, there’s father against child. We have seen
the best of our time. Machinations, hollowness, treachery, and

all ruinous disorders follow us disquietly to our graves.
(1.2.94-100)
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What can you say to draw
A third more opulent than your sisters? Speak.
(1.1.80-1)
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Nothing, my lord.
(Ibid.82)
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Lear: Nothing?
Cordelia: Nothing.
Lear: Nothing will come of nothing, speak again.
Cordelia: Unhappy that I am, I cannot heave
My heart into my mouth. I love you majesty
According to my bond, no more no less.
(1bid.83-8)
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I do invest you jointly with my power,
Pre-eminence, and all the large effects

That troop with majesty. Ourself by monthly course,
With reservation of an hundred knights

By you to be sustained, shall our abode

Make with you by due turn; only we shall retain
The name and all th’addition to a king: the sway,
Revenue, execution of the rest,

Beloved sons, be yours; which to confirm,

This coronet part between you.

(Ibid.124-33)
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Then leave her, sir, for by the power that made me,
I tell you all her wealth.
(Ibid.201-2)
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O matter and impertinency mixed,

Reason in madness.
(4.5.166-7)
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Thou shalt find
That I'll resume the shape which thou dost think

I have cast off forever.
(1.4.263-5)
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Thou wast a pretty fellow when thou hadst no need to care
for her frowning; now thou art an O without figure. I am
better than thou art now; [ am a fool, thou art nothing.
(Ibid.151-3)
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Does any here know me? This is not Lear:

Does Lear walk thus? speak thus? Where are his eyes?
Either his notion weakens, his discernings

Are lethargied . .. Ha! Waking? “Tis not so!

Who is it that can tell me who I am?

(Ibid.185-9)
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. I can be patient, I can stay with Regan,
I and my hundred knights.
(2.4.223-4)
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O reason not the need! Our basest beggars

Are in the poorest thing superfluous.

Allow nature more than nature needs,

Man’s life is cheap as beast’s. Thou art a lady;

If only to go warm were gorgeous,

Why nature needs not what thou gorgeous wear’st,
Which scarcely keeps thee-warm. But for true need—
You see me here, you gods, a poor old man,

As full of grief as age, wretched in both;

If it be you that stirs these daughters’ hearts
Against their father, fool me not so much

To bear it tamely. Touch me with noble anger,
And let not women’s weapons, water drops,

Stain my man’s cheeks. No, you unnatural hags,

I will have such revenges on you both

That all the world shall . .. I will do such things—.
What they are, yet I know not, but they shall be
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The terrors of the earth! You think I'll weep;
No, I'll not weep,

Storm and tempest
1 have full cause of weeping, but this heart
Shall break into a hundred thousand flaws
Or ere I'll weep. O fool, I shall go mad.
(Ibid.257-19)
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For wise men are grown foppish,
And know not how their wits to wear,

Their manners are so apish.
(1.4.129-31)
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When we are born, we cry that we are come
To this great stage of fools.
(4.5.174-5)
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Contending with the fretful elements;

Bids the wind blow: the earth into the sea,
Or swell the curled waters 'bove the main,
That things might change or cease.
3.1.4-D
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Blow, winds, and crack your cheeks! Rage, blow,

You cataracts and hurricanoes, spout

Till you have drenched our steeples, downed the cocks!
You sulph’rous and thought-executing fires,
Vaunt-couriers of oak-cleaving thunderbolts,

Singe my white head; and thou all-shaking thunder,
Strike flat the thick rotundity o’th’world,

Crack nature’s moulds, all germens spill at once

That makes ingrateful man.

(3.2.1-9)
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Let the great gods,
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That keep this dreadful pudder o’er our heads,
Find out their enemies now. Tremble, thou wretch,
That hast within thee undivulged crimes
Unwhipped of justice. Hide thee, thou bloody hand,
Thou perjured and thou simular of virtue

That art incestuous. Caitiff, to pieces shake,

That under covert and convenient seeming

Has practised on man’s life. Close pent-up guilts,
Rive your concealing continents and cry

These dreadful summoners grace. I am a man

More sinned against than sinning.
(Ibid.47-58)
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I have one part in my heart
That’s sorry yet for thee.
(Ibid.69-70)
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Prithee, go in thyself, seek thine own ease.
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This tempest will not give me leave to ponder
On things would hurt me more; but I'll go in.
In, boy, go first. You houseless poverty . ..
Nay, get thee in; I'll pray, and then I'll sleep.
Poor naked wretches, wheresoe’er you are

That bide the pelting of this pitiless storm,
How shall your houseless heads and unfed sides,
Your looped and windowed raggedness defend you
From seasons such as these? O I have ta’en

Too little care of this. Take physic, pomp,
Expose thyself to feel what wretches feel,

That thou mayst shake the superflux to them
And show the heavens more just.

(8.4.23-36)
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Didst thou give all to thy daughters? And art thou come to
this?
(3.4.47-8)

What, has his daughters brought him to this pass?
Couldst thou save nothing? Wouldst thou give ‘em all?
(Ibid.59-60)

' Death, traitor! Nothing could have subdued nature
To such a lowness but his unkind daughters.
(Ibid.65-6)
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Is man no more than
this? Consider him well. Thou ow’st the worm no silk, the beast
no hide, the sheep no wool, the cat no perfume. Ha! Here's
three on’s are sophisticated; thou art the thing itself. Unaccom-
modated man is no more but such a poor, bare, forked animal
as thou art. Off, off, you lendings! Come, unbutton here.
(Ibid.92-7)
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5 #®U
Kenneth Muir (& Bucknill DIRDOEZE#% ‘Madness in King Lear’ DR THIHL TV 3,
It is only when all the barriers of conventional restraint are broken down, that the native and naked

force of the soul displays itself. The display arises from the absence of restraint, and not from the

stimulus of disease.(%
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(8) What shall Cordelia speak? Love, and be silent.
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Then poor Cordelia,
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