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(The Wingfield apartment is in the rear of the building, one of those
vast hive-like conglbmemtz'ons of cellular living-units that flower as warty
growths in overcrowded wurban centres of lower-middle-class population
and are symptomatic of the impulse of this largest and fundamentally
enslaved section of American isocz'etyAto avoid fluidity and differentiation
and to exist and function as one interfused mass of automatism. Tennesse

Williams: PENGUIN PLAYS, scene I)
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‘(I’m starting to boil insidé. I know I seerﬁ ‘dreamy,,but inside—

Well; I'm. boiling! —Whenever I pick up a shoe, I shudder a little
’ thinking how short life is and Whét I am doing! —Whatever that

méans, I know it doesn’t mean shoes¥except as something to wear

dn a traveller’s feet! Scene VI)

b A A5 2A0EYE] OBBAHO—ATLH 52, NFEHFTH
HbBo b ARBBAYO—ATH D01, T OERNEENICEEN T
BEWIHEENEDEDTHY, NFBVFTHDHEWI DWW T
SEREUTCODREETHDe UL, T 4 Y 7 AXDEEEORKITHT %



—473—

BUWHEHL G, COERFOM—ADY 1 2774 —V FRUNOD
AU A DBEICHER LN D LA L 5o BEThIEC D [+ 03
Flcrvarzy s )7 AX0RRIBELRATHAYRDOTH %0
TledelehsR o THIDWB WD 3N 5 & LR HIF U TRAES & T3
% ‘© (the long delayed but always expected something that we live
for, Scene I), Z2h2s [hLoHME] koThh, chdb—AROR
PERELUCED BNL 5 ETHHEDIMOHPICIEE Y IR L ZBLT
EONBDTH B,

FHER)  ThAETH BRI T EThe THITESEZE/NHEST 2R
I RBETT Lo BRI NEFIR &Y 2PN TOERD o e Db B ATT
FAOBEILD LB DTIRD b FRATURI R, XML, FFED
WEEL, RCRROTESD 5 LRAS T TrhiR L) 2hh Tl AT,
ZRURNE, BAOC LR EOETHRUTER TS ZIZBNETATUR,
(Inferiority complex! Know what that is? That’s what they call it when
someone low-rates himself! -

I understand it because I had it, too. Although my case was not so
aggravated as yours seems to be. I had it until' I took up public speaking,
developed my voice, and learmed that I had an aptitude for science.
Before that time I never thought of myself as being outstanding in'any

way whatsoever! Scene VII)
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( I wish to be ready to go up right along with it. Therefore I'm planning
to get in on the ground floor. In fact I've already made the right con-
nexions and all that remains is for the industry itself to get under way!
Full steam—

[ His eyes are starry.]
Knowledge — Zzzzzp! Money — Zzzzzzp! — Power!
That’s the cycle democracy is built on!

.....................

I guess you think I think a lot of myself! Scene VII)
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5N TWwE Ukol (He was shooting with such velocity through his
~adolescence that you would logically :expect‘ him to. arrive at. nothing
short of the White House by the time he was thirty.‘But Jim appa
rently ran into more interference af er his graduation from Doldan,
His speed had definitely slowed. Six years after he left high school

he was holding a job that wasn’t much better than mine. Scene VI)
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(...Itravelled aronnd a great deal. The cities swept about me like dead
leaves, leaves that were brightly coloured but torn away from the
branches.

I would have stopped, but I was pursued by somelhing. It always came
upon me unawares, taking me altogether by surprise. Perhaps it was
a familiar bit of music. Perhaps it was only a piece of transparent
glass—

Perhaps I am walking along a street at night, in some strange city,
before I have found companions. I pass the lighted window of a shop
where perfume is sold. The window is filled with pieces of coloured
glass, tiny transparent bottles in delicate colours, like bits of a shattered
rainbow.

Then all at once my sister touches my shoulder. I turn around and look
into-her eyes. . . ' '

Oh, Laura, Léura,» I tried to leave you behind me, but I am more faithfiil
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TIvF IRRAARHHES?

ATT 55 A, HOABDHTYRLD £ 5RDIER L V=T Lo

FovFIESUTRE V=T

25T S TRTTHARR IV,

TovF i RichbX, bicle |

AFT L XAIRD, DB TLE Do

AFTIXANE—X, BOAD ..

(BLANCHE: Is that something much?

sTELLA: No. Stanley’s the only one of his crowd that’s likely to get
anywhere. ‘ o ’

. BLANCHE: What makes you think Stanley will?

sTELLA: Look at him.

BLANCHE: I've looked at him.

STELLA: Then ybu shbuld know

STELLA: It’s a drive that he has. Tennessee Wﬂhams PENGUIN PLAYS,

Scene III) '

COAYD T30 ¥ —] R BICBHBICY 1) 7 5 XIKH o

Y PVt %@ﬁp&ﬂ%kﬁb@ﬁfxof<éo&n%574—
b84V%#947?@¢%®%?,ﬁi@ﬁ%ﬁokﬁ%@%ﬁ%éoﬁ%%
EAOBUMMEOD LY LEIECEREIIC . b - T, HEMO@EN bHEOE
HEORDNIRC AL RBABCE, ZUTLhERI LB LD ol &
NEZEICTHL UL TheEhs L LT, DALY OROEEES Y OFEE
HRBOIEEYV RS > TDEDRE ol TOFTEATHED W { FLHLFEDOE
BOTRCORENLENEN Bo THIXBRZLEODD T b kR, B
Tk LET CENOWE, JWEPAYCY ~4, H, 7U4, £t

L HEOREROT TN TCOYANDOBNENTH B, . ..
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(STANLEY throws the scréén door of the kitchen open and comes in. He
is of mediumyhez'ght, about five feet eight or nine, and strongly, compactly
built. Animal joy in Wis being is implicit in all his movements and attitudes.
Since earliest “manhood the centre of his ‘life ‘has been pleasure with
woman, the giving and taking of it, not with weak indulgence, dependently,
but with the power and pride of a richly feathered male bird among hens.
Branching out from this complete and  satisfying centre -arve all. the
auxiliary channels of his life, such as his heartiness with men, his appre-
ciation of rough humour, his love of good drink and food and games, his
car, his radio, everything that is his, that bears his emblem of the gaudy

seed-bearer. ... Scene 1)

CORE LV —DHBILI—R ) 7ADEL b EWAEEENR, B
PRI R EA T Do 2 LTENRE BB D EVAEY 1) 7 AXDX
55 HIRIEREL TR BN DLBE>TH

CRRNLT, V47 AXBFIOBERLTI—3 ) 7 AL R B0 2
ME 750 FOIRTH B0 ZORTI—2 Y 7 RN L TEAKSORY
2L 3o

TS v F LEREO &5 TET b Bi0BERY UThb, B X5
RN, B0 X OcE s, B0 L iETb, AHUTO—R 225 %
bo FRABOBRBERLUTIAWEWEDR ! 5%, REEEAEDLS
fefilsi—o Fh, NEZEOMBOMCERRID ko MTELD ORI
BrxyhrlLTBIBERLD L, T UTHITABKAROELRIEDORED, Uy
VINVOBRBHOERERR S, £ UTHATIE—C S THATR—u R
T e BB ABRBARE XA D, 57R D, Btk 235 b, ki,
FOEF 2 LD BDORH T L5 THIDI T £ TART, NAOEAE
DEF 5T D, WADHIT, AARFED LIRS YD, HABKFELD
B, BEPUY, ODEOLLBEIZIh-TWwHBD X, HAKDE S FEOE—~% ~
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ERAE Do Beb  BBHOBENLILESHIIDAHARIENITE, s
A7 5, FRESHASEIDOESLED - TE Lo FINE—FFRTER—0D I 5%
LA UG R ORI P T D o AXOHRRIZDPOEI I BRI LW
BIENIAE o TWBD Lo TREBRZIBTC U T ERDIRVD X, £ U
TREOELLUTUoB Y BoTEHLTIWTARVWD X ZOBWTHEOHRT,
b ->TTHAd &, BEFEATHEDL. .. BE—BeHboT
TRWTRVD X | '

(BLANCHE: He acts like an animal, has an animal’s habits! Eats like one,

talks like one! There's even something—sub-human—something not
quite to the stage of humanity yet! Yes, something—ape-like about
him, like one of those pictures I've seen in—anthropological studies!
Thousands and thousands of years have passed him right by, and
there he is—Stanley Kowalski—survivor of the Stone Age! Bearing
the raw meat home from the kill in the jungle! And you— you here—
waiting for him! Maybe he’ll strike you or maybe grunt and kiss you!
That is, if kisses have been discovered yet! Night falls and the other
apes gather! There in the front of the cave, all grunting like him,
and swilling and gnawing and hulking! His poker night! —you call
it—this party of apes! Somebody growls—some creature snatches at
something—the fight is on! God! Maybe we are a long way from being
made in God’s image, but Stella—my sister—there has been some
progress since then! Such things as art—as poetry and music—such
kinds of new light have come into the world since then! In some kinds
of people some tenderer feelings have had some little beginning! That
we have got to make grow! And cling to, and hold as our flag! In
this dark march toward whatever it is approaching....Don’t—don’t

hang back with the brutes! Scene IV)

DTS5 FOURORIIRY 4 ) 7 AXOERE»N D, ZUTED
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ENROEMNDOEBEL LT DY 4+ ) 7 AXOIWBERUWF DL 570
T4 Y TFLAINRA—Z ) FTRABSHEICRZ L —%2L h HIFESD
—ol, AFIRTIUFIRRE Vv —DEFERROBES ST EEHY
Re22ETHY, 5—Di22 L —OHEICHIENRS S, LEBC L
Thbo T—3 Y 7 RXIKERECTPORICEE L Iz ¢ L ERIRR N

v 4 )7 ARk TEIEF] ofF koL 5 mEEL2BNLU Wb,

[BE] F1MIFINBIDE = a —~4 T TEYD T o BIEINE S THM
B IHIDHT, NHEIAUELRCUTHWRWETFE ol =2 -4 T D
MEOH, BEXLIREATHS b~V v s 74 V8 ~ROERBINI,
FREH TIPS BEEOBREZT B L5 K ole RABANMNC OEFIAEDE
bhss L, FHIHLrIBELERTINDO LI DR 565 LT,
C DBIRBHICE - B0 Bt L » T3, ERIZE oho BTV 4 (X
FIDLERBH>TNBDIEN) RoleMRRZ v v —D X5 nBY LiEET
BLEEH VB, VDR ST, BRATMBSTeE s CTERKOBECE
AT IH, RO ZHR COFTERR LU THED X5 AL WO EB 5
...

ZFUTATIDBRAIIRCDOY 4 V7 AXDOHADDHP & [ (T
HOEDEDX I DEBTEETILINDE, WTHIL-TEWHHN
B0 —BHETYREDT 5N B LLMENZ 5 7| (Chalf to
herself1: 1 can hardly stand it when he is away for a night...
When he is away for a week I nearly go wild! Scene D % [T % 4@
A, BEROBIZA, XD TRWA AR ERDEHE DL ——F DI
DR ERHRARL, $5ESITHLLL>TL 5D & | (But there
are things that happen between a man and a‘ woman in the dark..

that sort of make everything else seem . . . unimportant, Scene IV)

DL SICEET %0
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BBETE L 50 Y LOTADHERRRE VL - X750k 57
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Dty Y 2T VIEETOZADBERL, ¥ 407 A XHHOWDEKED D
Xicd D EEARTNE R DI MADEAEERSDL SicEL UL
F5E0TIRENL, ROY 2 V7 AXDEHS FNRTMSIT 24 08

P56 Th Do

HBRZEORI v FDOT I aR, EOREEELLBATELZT LU W, &
PHDOIDIFADEIRDE D X ATk ol BARLSE LS D>V TH
ATHEERSRE, BOWOPT—HEBILWEDONERXRZ RO, &
WB IR DRI EEPB Db o1z, :

TBEEWHSEZDOEBHE] ORDT 505701y JRTTLSBH, 2 vFHT
SUFRHST, 2 Thisker TLd | KEBoTWROR, LEYETS
CFERTEELSTEINWECE? BOBERELI-TbOEHBIE,
AEODNGES D do AEONIED L5 5NIRLTWBED L] EB 5o

FDIMVEDEITIFT DRV E WS DRFIERO L Y Zieino T
FeDo FUTCEDEENLZ 94 v v 7 ARFBU LS & UTWnicD

CSTERAESITY 4 V7 AX1 TEEL] w5 BEY B LB oMK TH
WTWwbe 74 Y7 AXEETYE OTER L o lebid TR AAi——
TEDANA N ERTT b2 IR ot, LE-TWE,2 744D
KEREBEFHC EEE D, VY —EWI Ll EDITRICOW TN TH 32D
— 9 4 ) 7 AXICE o THIBGL LB BB E =7 252 —~Tdh o
t&ﬁﬁoF&%kmé%@%ﬁj@%mﬂtwwﬁﬁmiﬁ@m< %
ey 4 Y7 AXOENBERHRCEL Toreo
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BHIEAYTH Do [ SHHOFHICURIZOCEMYE] THBT 5
YFE, I 208YE] o7~ 2oy 3ls, 20 EEL] 3,
U4 Y7 AXEHERBIEE o HERA EFOEE Y 4 ) 7 AR,
HE%Z 77 0 FIRIELTWBPDL 5 TH D, UL, BHOTH DK
b3 4 )7 AXDOMOPIHEN TENTed ofedso BN— b o 54 2R
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CHIT, Y7 Mgk, BRTKIET, o TwTsil, #A
HTd - TEIRT, WARNTHERET, SROTHRET, B 128
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U 4 U7 A X OYYLOEOERIIT O W TIBEICEN L S i, RIULL,
R olco U UEDREDOBREICK W THx OEHICHEE Lico XD
MRS, Z2hicE B bUIREBREL TR WAR O FH#HE—2hiL
55 20BYE] OF Ty v FoficifibnTenb—, 2L THD
BHFER, BEBCO W T RIEANS EANDRB—C N Y 4 F
EhiFa—2 V728 Licd v, ¥4 ) 7 AXIRENIERREFL
TN olcb\wd T ERNR—Y( I XY —KEDOHIE, 2L CHEIE
PIRWHEHE D, CHBILY 417 AR Ik S BBy 5 AT
Feipodte ZUTEDRENR TS LF EndF4 504 —LitoThbb
NIeDTH B, AFFREAZ L —ILE S [HDADTFHRHOEEM 5 7s
Wb Lo HARIKRETROPI LA, Kah bitic, #—ASc
Wik febo BNVE, DATBRINEAREE A A LD DS,
HATES ST, ]

(You . didn’t know Blanche as a girl. Nobody, nobody, was tender and
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trusting as she was, But people like you abused her, and forced her
to change, Scene VIID) 2 LTV 4 UV 7 AX 3 DELUADARTIEL A%
HB TEVRITHE I F T 5 D] (Sorrow makes for sincerity,

Scene II) & 3 ,[DUTHHESDH S ANIAEL R 2 BB U ARD]
(The _Little [sincerity ] there is belongs to people who have experienced

some sorrow, ibid.) & 3 75 L FICEDbETW5b,

TIrF IRNIRUTEL e, BELRVD, RPEILVLAR, RIVVA
BHEOCACEL TS bW X, 275, BINTRT LR bV,
RLWBEZLT, BOWRD X5 ii—% L TErRIEh——HOBEO DI
b —ROEHEERES D ko ZOLDIIRARD L) BITRSEIb i
BAlwbe FNIADREBILESID X, AF FT—WPDBRNER o TH—
—HADBDOFREFCININEATT Do AiZD 7 o % R invb—E D itk
—Hle RS BETRINES R OFEZTD T A hitv b, LD
TR HEDNCE B O LR B I e OFLEEZRED T bbRIF L bitnyo
Xo £V DI TRIVVAR—HY, L L LpED I—EIRe d
BRI DU Co Ko TRIIEEBO—LTHBVD L, ThbEDN S E
CRRBDDRBIENY Ehe 08 LWETTREDED, © 3 Lu kic#iiin
2L o boo BXER Y BHDIRWKERD,

(BLANCHE: I never was hard or self-sufficient enough. When people are
soft—soft people have got to court the favour of hard ones, Stelfa.
Have got to be seductive—put on soft colours, the colours of butterfly
wings and glow—make a little temporary magic just in order to pay
for—one night’s shelter! That’s why I've been—not sé aWﬂy‘ good
lately. I've run for protection, Stella, from under one leaky roof to
another leaky roof—because it was storm—all storm, and I was—
caught in the centre. .. .People don’t see you—men don’t—don’t even
admit your existence unless they are making love to you. And you've
got to have your existence admitted by someone, if you’re going to-

have someone’s protection.’ And so the soft people have got to—shimmer



—489—

and glow—put a—paper lantern over the light. . .But I'm scared now
—awf’ly scared. I don’t know how much longer I can turn the trick.
It is’nt enough to be soft. You've got tobe soft and attractive. And 1

—I'm fading now! Scene V)

ORI, 1940F4ED Y 4 )V 7 2 XD0EREYT TS EMEHS
NTHBDTRDLE o HOUOEI RS, EMICTRYIDELVARE
il ZLTINETRL EHFELXBATUEH LU EOER £HHED
BRELUCHENES LT3 8500, 20RWWES5ET5T 407
A BHE & UBSToWETEAYE A T T,

WaERB B0V 7 P EE, RILUWHIEHED & b L RE TR OF
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UVWBIIEBDONA EVE B0 bR WK d B, EEALDLZ—T, [
BRI ATLEDRED—T50FE7L 2 (Allen) ED T &E—KRA
RN UDIR ST D IREMNICARARIC I o lcDIEE AL EHD B
—%, ZOERUBEH > T 5052 BHREERLLDORE, LEHEET %0

TIUFHRRAEZ L —TBINIBENCDEDI 5439 I XTHS
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ST EDPRE DD CTELARPKINT WS, BT IV FIRRE
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bo FIZAF IMRZDL STt 1 TRIETAREE XD FicchEEH
B E3EAIONR G, ki, 2O LIBREOBMENREIN T
E5&b, Eofinkick > Tr4 PINECERPH BT, 0L 5
KRB CEDEBIRRZ v U —%FTLENRNTELTHS 500 X, 77
VFIREBVRD - ETHIEE D UTERIEKNIES Db

FNTE, R L—DUL A TRAERBERTBOES 5o A2 L~
BRI —3 ) 7 REZEF VT U & D RIBITENICENTH, 7 4 )7 A
KR CTIRRD B DEU T 2 VF — %4 ) T, IR b 7x { FEREIT “sissy”
REAEHERLES E LD TEH B E v

75 o FoRER, BEOETDOTNT, ARELEZED CO—7
S FRENRTNEES s w—HETO~NORFTH Y, HBHEKRT
28D U S BEANDEIT S 55 Do [ETled 1% FLERAD,
DLz w23 , BRFHS ToHoMBY X IcESTEND E LD
(Whoever you are. .. I have always depended in the kindness of
strangers. Scene XI) ¥, CHETT 4 V7 aX WL K~
DRFOEECHS 50 T VF ORI —X 0L WEMicer b
BB D LEDNBE, Lo 3\, WEMELESTORTS £ U
FEio ELWRIIERIAN TW, ZLTIT IV FRADINhTUE -
Jo——0® | 7 4 V7 AXTEDEWMD LD TH Do 77 FrEN E
BEMIL, BEDOdLEBEICEODDEY 4 VT LAXDE 5—D2DRTHS
5o _ R (1986) ‘

¢:3)

1) People have said and said and said that my work is too personal:
and 1 have just as persistently countered this charge with my assertion
that all true work of ‘an artist must be peré‘onal, whether directly or

-~ obliquely, it must and it does reflect theé emotional clihates of its

creator, (Tennessee Williams: MEMOIRS, Doubleday & Company, Inc.,
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Garden City, New York, 1975), p. 188. v

2) Benjamin Nelson: Tennessee Williams, (Ivan Obolensky, Inc., New
York, N. Y. 1961) p. 148. |

3) Before I was eight my life was completely unshadowed by fear. I
lived in a small Mississippi town. My mother and my sister and I lived
with our grandparents while my father travelled around the state,
selling clothing to men. My sister and I were gloriously happy. We
sailed paper boats inbwash—tukbs of water, cut lovely colored paper-dolls
out of huge mail-order catalogs, kept two white rabbits under the back
porch, baked mud pies in the sun upon the front walk, climbed up and
slid down the big wood pile, collected from neighboring alleys and
trash-piles bits of colored glass that were diamonds and rubies and
sapphires and emeralds. And in the evenings, when the white moonlight
streamed over our bed, before we were asleep, our Negro nurse Ozzie,
as warm and black as a moonless Mississippi night; would lean above
our bed, telling in a low, rich voice her amazing tales about foxes and
bears and rabbits and wolves that behaved like human beings. (Ddwina
Dakin Williams: Remember Me To Tom, [G.P. Putnam’s Sons, New York,
19637 p. 19.

4) Hazel was imbued with a joy of living, somewhat like Rose in her
early years. One of the most wholesome girls I ever met, she was very
fair of skin with a reddish tint to her hair. The friendship between
her and Tom might have ripend into romance if Cornelius had not
interfered because he didn’t think Hazel good enough for Tom. Her
parents were divorced and she lived with her grandfather, who worked
in the sales department of the International Shoe Company, a iob
inferior to my husband’s. (ibid., p. 60)

5) Hazel was a redhead with great liquid brown eyes and a skin of

_ pearly translucence. - She had - extraordinary - beautiful legs and her

breasts developed early: she was inclined toward plumpness, like her
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mother (who was sort of a butterball) but she had a good deal'of height.
In fact, when I was sixteen and Hazel fourteen, she had already out-
distanced me in stature and had begun her habit of crouching over a
little when she walked alongside me in public lest I be embarrassed
by the disparity in our heights.

I suppose that I can honestly say, despite the homosexual loves which
began years later, that she was the great extrafamilial love of my life.
My mother did not approve of my attachment to Hazel, as it developed,
nor for that matter had Miss Edwina ever seemed to want me to have
any friends. The boys were too rough for her delicate son, Tom, and
the girls were, of course, too “common.”

This also applied, I'm afraid, to Miss Edwina’s attitude toward my
sister’s friendships and little romances. And in Rose’s case, they applied
with more tragié consequences. (Tennessee Williams: MEMOIRS, p.15)

6) Remember Me To Tom, p. 143. ‘

7) Ibid., p.29.

8) MEMOIRS, p.10.

9) Ibid., p.16. ‘

10) The story of my sister Rose’s tragedy begins a few years before I

V commenced my three-year break from college to work for the Continental
Shoemakers branch of the International Shoe Cdmpany.

I have mentioned that Rose suffered for several years from mysterious
stomach trouble.” She was several times hospitalized for this digestive
trouble but no ulcer, no physical cause for the illness, could be deter-
mined. At last it was recommended that she have “an exploratory
operation.”

Luckily our family doctor, a brilliant physician, intervened at this
‘point and told my mother, much to her dismay, that it was his (quite

- accurate) opinion’ that Rose needed psychiatric attention, the mysterious

digestive upset being due, he thought, to psychic or psychosomatic
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reasons that could be determined only through the course of analysis.
You can imaginé how this.struck Miss Edwina. (¢id., p.116.)

11) .... I think Miss Rose fell in love with a young man who did

" not altogether respond in kind; and Rose was never quite the same. A
shadow had fallen over her that was to deepen steadily through the
next four or five years. (sbid., p.117)

12) Rose had a “serious” St. Louis beau. He was a junior executive at
International, a young man of very personable appearance, social grace
and apparently of great and unscrupulous ambition. For a few months
he was quite attentive to Rose. They dated, I think, several times a
week, they were almost going “steady,” and Rose would tremble when
the telephon rang, desperaiely hoping the call was for her and that it

was from him.

Bui the scandal occurred—tihe episode at the all-night poker party at
the Hotel Jefferson in which Dad lost an ear that had to be replaced
by plastic surgery. This markd the beginning of the end for Dad’s
possible ascendaucy to “the Board” at International.

It also marked the end of Rose’s dates- with her handsome and
unscrupulously ambitious “beau,” who no longer was a potential husband.
(zbid., pp. 124-125)

13) But, unlike Laura, Rose was never a shy child, for she was the
ringleader in games, and very spirited; perhaps too spirited at times
as far.as her father was concerned. (ibid., p.17)

14) There was grear difference in their dispositions. Rose showed plenty
of temper and temperament while Tom was usually quiet and calm and
still is, in spite of the violence in his plays. I think his salvation was
that he could express in words the conflicts he saw and felt around
him. (ibid., p.22) B ;

15) # Edwina oy CRBIOBRER Bl LB,
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16) My father’s lineage had been an illustrious one, now gone a bit to
seed, at least in prominence. He was directly descended from Tennessee’s
- first senator, John Williams, hero of King’s Mountain; from the brother
Valentine of Tennessee’s first Governor John (Nollichucky Jack) Sevier;
and from Thomas Lanier Williams I, the first Chancellor of the Western
Territory (as Tennessee was called before it became a state). According

to published genealogies, the Seviers could be traced back to the little.

. kingdom of Navarre, where one of them had been a ward of the Bourbon

monarch. The family then became divided along religious lines: between
Roman Catholics and Huguenots. The Catholics remained Xaviers; the
Huguenots changed their name to Sevier when they fled to England at
- the time of St. Bartholomew’s Massaere. St. Francis Xavier, credited
with the conversion o many Chinese—a valiant but Quixotic undertaking,
in my opinion—is the fami[y’s. nearest claim to world reknown.

My paternal grandfather, Thomas Lanier Williams II, proceeded to
squander both his own and his wife’s fortunes on.luckless campaigns
for the governorship of Tennessee (MEMOIRS, p.12) -

17) A catalogue of the unattractive aspects of his personality would be
fairly extensive, but towering above them were, I think, two great
virtues which I hope are hereditary: total honesty and total truth, as
he saw it, in his dealings with others. (¢bid., p. 13)

18) My father, Cornelius Coffin Williams, grew up mostly without the
“emolient influence of a mother, as the beautiful Isabel Coffin Williams
died of TB at the age of twenty-eight. Consequently he had a rough
and tough character. It was not softened at the military academy of
Bellbuckle, where he spent much of his time in the guardhouse for
infractions of rules; there he was fed only turnips, a vegetable which
he never permitted to appear on our family table. After -a year or
two studying law at the University of Tennessee, he became a second

lieutenant during the Spanish-Américan War, caught typhoid fever,
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and lost all his hair. Mother claims that he remained good-looking till
he took to drink. I never saw him dufing’ his time of abstention and
good looks.

But heavy drinking was not a detriment to a Mississippi drummer.
After ‘a short career in the telephone business, he became a shoe
salesman .and was very popular and successful at this itinerant profession,
during which he ancquired a great taste for poker and for light ladies
which was another source of distress to my mother. (ibid., pp. 12-13)

19) MEMOIRS, p. 112.

20) Streetcar opened in New Haven in early November of 1974, and
nobody seemed to know what the notices were or to be greatly concerned.
After the New Haven opening night we were invited to the quarters of
Mr. Thormton Wilder, who was in residence there. It was like having
a papal audience. We all sat about this academic gentleman while he
put the play down as if delivering a papal bull. He said that it was
based upon a fatally mistaken premise. No female who had ever been a
lady (he was referring to Stella) could possibly marry a vulgarian such
as Stanley. (¢bid., pp. 135-136)

21) 1 have seated myself beside the the blond kid on the front porch
swing. The dusk obscures my opaque iris of the left eye, and I don’t
think it took me more than ten minutes to convince him, despite his
protestations of being “straight”, that his life would not be complete
until he’d passed an evening in my embrace.

(There’s line in Streetcar which belongs to Blanche. Mitch has told
her he’d thought that she was “straight,, and she has replied, “What
is straight? A line can be straight, or a street, but the human heart,
oh, no, it’s curved like a rode through mountains!”) v

Lechery possessed me, still under thirty, that summer of 1940. And it
was approaching a climax. (¢bid., pp. 53-54)

22) Ibid., p. 28.
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23) Ibid., p.42.

24) TIEEHE] 1983F7 A% (GHEE MPrESBER] ) @HFD.

25) [Eg7 2 9 v EBOREI (FEXE 74y~ 94 97 2X1] (U3,
1983) B

26) Nowadays is, indeed, lit by lightning, a plague has stricken the
moths, and Blanche has been “put away”..., (MEMOIRS, p. 125).



