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Corpus analyses on English Examination for Maritime Officer’s Certificate

Masahiro SUGIMOTO

Abstract

It is essential for students of the National College of Maritime Technology to pass the written

examination for the second grade maritime officer’s COC (certificate of competency) in order to

secure employment from major oceangoing shipping companies. Among subjects of the written

exam, has English been regarded as a difficult one because no systematic way of preparing for the

subject has been established. For most students, common way of studying is simply translating past

exam questions.

This paper will present an approach using corpus analyses for improving effectiveness in learning

English for maritime officer’'s COC. Two programs are used to analyze the corpus; one analyzes a

target word in terms of range and frequency of the word, the other analyzes a target word in context.

Lists of the most frequently used vocabulary will be presented. Furthermore, the most frequently

used word patterns will be exemplified.
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1. design: be designed to do

Overload relays are designed to protect a motor
from overload.

3.2.2MonoConc Pro0 00 OOOOOOODOO
RANGE 00 0000D00ODOODODOOOOO

gooecSLOb00oooobDOobooboooboon

0ooooGeSLOoo0 AWLODODODODODOODOD

2. ensure: to ensure + [

A very small leakage is desirable to ensure the
packing is lubricated.
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3. expose: be exposed to sth

The heat transfer surfaces might become
exposed to excessive temperature.

4. maintain: to maintain sth

This material must be kept below 500°C to
maintain its strength.
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