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A Strategy for Improving Listening Ability
Based on the listening tests

Masamichi MIYAOKU,
Abstract

The introduction for English Teaching in Japan has been drastically changing since 2000. In
the year of 2000, the report, ‘Japan’s Goals for 215t Century was published by the members of the
Prime Minister’s Commission. In spite of a lot of controversial criticism, The Minister of Education
and Science declared a new language policy, ‘Action Program to Cultivate Japanese with English
Abilities in order to realize the main idea of the report. All junior and senior high school teachers
of English all over Japan have to undergo a special training program, “Brush Up”. In 2006, a
listening comprehension test was introduced in the Center Test, a unified entrance examination for
high school graduates. In addition to these circumstances, a large number of companies require
new employees to take TOEIC. A majority of examinees have trouble solving listening
comprehension problems. We would like to analyze the result of English listening tests which
students of this college have been taking, and we would also like to propose some ideas in order to
improve listening ability.
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Table 1 BAEN O AE (7 A ME 1 0 AR

2.0 SLLE 1.5 /H~20]10 /5~15]055~1.04|0.0 5~05| 7
FRAH FRATH A FRATH
AERE 30 44 4 3 10 7 4 28
HALEE 30 44 3 4 6 9 4 26
TALEE 30 4 1 3 1 5 10 20
Table 2 AR o7z AN (7 A ME 1 0 A0 A)

0.0 Fi~0.5]0.5 AWM~ | 1.0 FARM~ | 1.5 SR~ | 2.0 5L E g

=y 1.0 1.5 A 2.0 5
AZHEE 30 4 2 0 0 0 0 2
L EE 30 44 3 0 1 0 0 4
TALEE 30 4 3 3 3 0 1 10

FATRETIX 2 SADMAENMB, 24N TR TND, TNHETIXZ2 5ABMBOT, 54N FR-T
Wh, FVEETIZ20L4MNHONT, 104NR TFR-oTWE, ZOZ LD BRELEPMHETIZIELEAL
DEDEENH O TS, LoL, FEETIZL OZDENFR->TWT, BIETIZ44DEN 1.0 4
PELTFR-TWD, ZOTAMI1TOAEMETHLZEEEETDHE, 1.0 HEWVIDIFREL, T
NMEEOEOHIZ, FEEMRERS LT LESTENNDS L bR 5,
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2ANo0.870 5 No.10EF THO3IMTH D, 2FEATITT A MIEIEMASLE 1 1 EIFETIMERML VWD,
ST BICHTm > TIEZER T8 0%LL . 50%LLETS8 0%, 30%LLETS5 0%ARM. 30%
Al & 4 BEEIC 3T 7, L NICE DA T,

Table 3 Part = & OIEZELRD LA

Part1 36 Part 2 27 Part 3 27
IE& 2 80% L 1 10 10 6
IEZ 3 50%LL_E 80% At 17 15 14
B3R 30% LA 1 50% A 8 1 2
1IEZ 2R 30% AT 1 1 5
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%1 A Who cleaned the bathroom?
B: Oh, I did it this morning.
A: Thank you for your help.
B:( 3 )
1. I don’t think so.
3. You're welcome.

2. You're not very sure.
4. I cleaned it with you.

Table 4 % 5 [8] No.3 DR TR D AR
R ATHE HHNLEE TALEE
1 54 (6) 0 (0) 7.1 (2) 71 (2)
2 81 (9) 3.3(1) 10..7 (3) 17.9 (5)
3 87.4 (97) 96.7(29) |75.0 (21) 75.0 (21)
4 1.8 (2) 0 (0) 0 (2) 0 (0)
JHE ] 2 o (0) o (0) 0o (0) o (0)
ZERFR S 114 4 AR 24 TNARE24 RIS
Brid% s, ( ) AEERL WD,

ZOREIT A2 thank you EBILEFTEFHICH LT, REZTHRESTLRHATH D, LN
S RIS 2 BRI BRI 2R TELMETH 5,

512  A: Are you getting to Hokkaido?
B: T am going to take a train.
A: The train. Why don’t you take a plane?
B:( 38 )
1. Because I'm thinking
3. Because I'm afraid of flying.

2. Because it’s free
4. Because I'll be busy..

Table 5 % 30 No.4a ORE B AR
SN BATEE HRALRE TALEE
1 2.7 (3) 0 (0) 3.6 (1) 74 (2)
2 11.7 (13) 10.3 (3) 14.3 (4) 74 (2)
3 75.7 (84) 89.7 (26) 67.9 (19) 63.0 (17)
4 9.9 (11) 0 (0) 14.3 (4) 22.2 (6)
[R5 o (0 0 (0) 0 (0) o (0)

ZBRAEWEL A IR L 4 P24 TAIRE3 4 RIE
BFiE% s, ( NIAEERLTND,

HALEE, TABEE 2D -> TA BRI L7 A X TV D, ZAVTITRITIRIZR & 70 W BRI
570, L7 > T ® Why don’t you take a plane? % [ & BUiL TV Wy, O ERSHEMRE T X
TWRWEDThALELNS, 7 EMEEC3ADEN 2 ZRINL CTWA, ZHHHICAB XN T
W ZOEBNBEETCE TV WeHThs L Ebsd,

@  AFENIED - - [E

BIROEELN 30%LL FORMBEIX, 9RGORE36 MPf 1f<chHy ., EAEETIZOR., PAEET
W3R, FAEETIX4RITH D,
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@  ERED Do T [
%5 3 A: This is the train to Boston, isn’t it?

B: It sure is.
A: Is this seat taken?

B:( 2 )
1. Of course it is. Go ahead. 2. Yes, it is. Sorry
3. No, I didn’t take it. 4. No, I'm free.
Table 6 H 41 No.2 ORIE  fREDHAR
AR ATEE HNLRE TALEE
1 28.8 (32) 345 (10) 26.7 (8) 20.0 (8)
2 26.1 (29) 31.0 (9) 16.7 (5) 33.3 (10)
3 44.1 (49) 310 (9) 46.7 (14) 36.7 (11)
4 7.2 (8) 3.4 (1 10.0 (3) 10.0 (3)
AE [0 25 0o (0 0 0) o (O o (O

SZERE I 118 4 AERE 1 4 RS
BriI%z, ( NIAKERLTWD,

BRI B W TEME DY 31.0% L7y, EAZEECITRE N 1 206 3 F TIRER UHFETH2 N
7o TAIEETIE S ZBATEED R D Z VY, RIEfEN %) 7= D1 Is this seat taken? D E A ELfE T X
TWRWedThs ERBbid, ERECBWTS, REMBEhoTcZ e aBEZ DL, ZORIDOER
Bambihholztbo b Bbnd,

514 A: Excuse me. Ilivein the apartment below and ...
B: Yes? Is there a problem?
B: Well, I can’t sleep because your music is too loud.

A(C 2 )
1. Oh,I'm sorry. TI'll turnitup. 2.Oh, I am sorry. I'll turn it down.
3. That’s no problem. 4. Don’t think about it.

Table 7 % 8F No.3 OfE  fRE DA

AN ATEE HRLRE TERE
1 25.2  (28) 10.3 (3) 23.3 (7 41.4 (12
2 31.5 (35) 41.4 (12) 20.0 (6) 241 (7)
3 40.5 (45) 44.8 (13) 46.7 (14) 20.7 (6)
4 72 (8) 3.8 (1) 10.0 (3) 13.8 (4)
4HE ] 24 0o (0 0o (0 0 (0 0 (0)

SERERE 1164 BARE1A PR 14 KR
BFE%sE., ( )NFABEERLTWD,

BERTIHESEHIT 31.5% TH Y, EBHICEWTHIEERIT 41.4% Ln7ev, EATRE S PALEEC
B TIX 3 D That’s no problem. # & X 7= H N —F L\, 72 FAETIX 1 @ Oh, 'm sorry. I'll turn it
up. FEZTEN L, BEELO I can’t sleep because your music is too loud. 23 & Bt d Z & N T
ERMoTe HOLWITHEEIN TS [HEE2/NE<T5) LWIFEFBEORBLHMLRN-TEL LT
bHAHHERDND, WTHICLTHEEESIORENLTE RNl Bbhvd,
® A DOZENIEFIZH L RiE
EATEEE FALRE & DIEZFRDOZED 50% L, EdH A REITEH T8 M dH 5,
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#15 A Would you like soup or salad with your steak?
B: What kind of soup do you have?
A: Tomato or chicken.

B:( 4 )

1. I'd like some 2. I don’t like steak.

3. Chicken salad, please 4. Tomato soup, please.

Table 8 % 8 7] No.1 ORHE R D AYAR
AR AR BRIVA e TALEE

1 4.5 (5) 3.4 (1) 3.3 (1 3.4 (1)
2 72 (8 0 (0) 0o (0 20.7  (6)
3 21.6  (24) 3.4 (1) 16.7 (5) 41.4  (12)
4 71.2 (79 93.1 (27 80.0 (24) 34.5 (10
JHE[E] 2 0 (0) 0 (0) 0 (0 0 (0)

ZERFARE 116 44 A1 AR TAEE1 A RS
Biidi% sz, ( ) AEEELTND

AR & AL TCIRIEE RN ®WA, TAREC e D L imlZ < 220 . B L TBED EE RO
EZNB8% b D, Lt FALEETIL 3 @ Chicken salad, please 2 X 7= E N —FZ V), ZHIIEHBEL
TBRA—=TDZ L amNRTNDLEZABRBERNRNoTlcdThD bbb, F1-TFET20
I don’t like steak. # A CH L, ZORFEMIEACHMTETNRNI LEERL TN D,

2) Part 2 1z2>W\W T

No.5 725 No.7 F TOREIZ 2 ADLFEE# &, TOLFFIHOWTOEMICEZLETH D, A
X4 SO C, ZOEREZ T HNEIRLTH D,

@O FRED B - RS

23 3P TRIERDIEZERN S8 0 %LL EOMEIZ1I O THY . IEERNT 0% BOMEIX7RIT
b, £7-. EERNS 0%LL EIZ ENRETIE2 O, PARETIE 1 3B, FUEETIHORMTHS, T
MREC—FERN-T2DIT66.7% TH O, TAEETIZ6 0 %L EOREIZSRTh -T2,

@  HAED B o 7o RIRE]

#16  A: Good morning. Is this Mr. Davis?
B: I'm sorry. There’s nobody with that name here.
A: Is this 437- 26267
B: No, this is 2622. I think you have the wrong number.
Question: Why can’t the man speak to Mr. Davis?
Answer ( 4 )
1. Mr. Davis is out. 2. He’s talking to Mr. Davis.
3. He'll call back later.  4.. He called the wrong number.

Table 9 %5 3 [0 No.5 OYRE R D AT
XN AR o7 TR
1 45 (5) 0 (0) 3.6 (1) |148 (4)
2 2.7 (3) 0 (0) 0 (0) 7.4 (2)
3 3.6 (4) 0 (0) 36 (1) |11.1 (3)
4 89.2 (99) 100.0 (29) 92.9 (26) |66.7 (18)
FLAEIRAS o (0) o (0) o (0) o (0)

ZERARE 111 BRI AR PAIRE2 4 TAEE3 A KR
BTz, ( NIAEAERLTND,
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FRETITEENEE T, PHEBIZEAENIEETHD, THEICRD L1, 2, 3, ZEAL
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511 7 At There is a concert at my school next week, Linda. Would you like to come with

me?
B: Thanks for asking, Phil. I'd love to.
A: Great. It starts at seven, so let’s meet at around six.

B: O.K.

Question: What time will Phil and Linda meet?
1. At 5:00 p.m. 2. At 6:00 p.m.
3. At 7:00 p.m. 4. At 8:00 p.m.

Answer ( 2 )

Table 10 5 7 [8] No.5b DR R Doy A

AR ATEE HRLRE TALEE
1 2.7 (3) 0.0 (0) 0.0 (0) 10.7 (3)
2 93.7 (104) 100.0 (30) [93.1 27 64.3 (18)
3 54 (6) 0.0 (0) 3.4 (1) 17.9 (5)
4 2.7 (3) 0.0 (0) 3.4 (1) 7.1 (2)
LA EIPAS 0.0 (0) 0.0 (0) 0.0 (0) 0.0 (0)

A& E kR 116 4 WALEE 14 FRCRE2 4 DOXRJE
Brix%z, ( NIAEKEERLTWD,

EAZRE L PALRE TITEE R RSO, FARETIIAREMD 1, 3. 42 BLD0ENELTND, 3
IEATEIT. ARSLD Tt starts at seven, so let’s meet at around six. N & Lo 7=, H D
WE 29T NHTL 52O THIES T2, EBb b ThHr ERbND,

@ ﬁ%ﬁ@%ﬁ)’) 7= /&

ERTHAEN 3 0 %LU TOMBEIZ3 9fMF 1 > Th D, EAZEETIE—FIEZRPEWOREIL 46.4%
THY ., PALHETIZIEZE RN 3 0 %L TOREN 1R, TAETIE3MTH D,

@ AR O ED o TR

518  A:Theard you have a pen pal, Tina.
B: Yes, I have two. Carla lives in Italy, and Aya is in Japan. I'm planning to visit Carla
this summer.
Question: What does Tina want to do this summer.
Answer ( 2 )
1. Write a letter 2. Visit Italy
3. Visit Japan 4. Find a new pen pal

Table 11 % 6 7] No.5b O fHE i Kviil

SO AR tR R LR
1 3.6 (4) 0 (0) 3.3 (1) 3.3 (1)
2 27.9 (31) 46.4 (13) 23.3 (7) [200 (6)
3 55.0 (61) 35.7 (10) 56.7 (17) |63.3 (19
4 18.9 (21) 179 (5) 16.7 (5) 13.3 (4)
A [E] 25 o (0) 0 (0) 0 (0) 0 (0)

wEEBRER 11T4 AR 24 KR
Bii% %z, ( NIAEKEELEL TS,
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BORENRH SN TWENE ) INTHRBEZRS ZENTEDENE I DPRNIRES, PAEEE FTAEET
L3 EEZTENE N, ZHEB DT D Ayais in Japan O H T in Japan 721 2SHIR M- 7-H D L
bbb,

519  A: My husband and I went to Australia in the summer.
B: Did you have a good time, Cathy?
At Oh, it was wonderful. You must go there one day, Pete.
B: I'd love to. My parents went last year. Maybe I'll go next year.
Question: Who is thinking of going to Australia next year.
Answer ( 3 )
1. Cathy 2. Cathy’s parents
3. Pete 4. Pete’s parents
Table 12 #5410 No.5 OfE  fREDHAR
BRI AR A RIVAES TALHE
1 81 (9) 0 (0) 3.3 (1) 20.0 (6)
2 13.5 (15) 34 (1) 10.0 (3) 13.3 (4)
3 32.4 (36) 58.6 (17) 23.3 (7) 10.0 (3)
4 52.3 (58) 37.9 (11) 63.3 (19) 56.7 (17)
pig 1P 0 (0) 0 (0) 0 (0) 0o (o)
MEZBRER 1184 B 14 K
Bridx%sx, ( NIAFERLTWD,

ZOREIT 2 NORFEDIREDREOT 16 AN Cathy THY, B3 Pete THDHZ ENpnd I L
PUETH D, MEXEZBMERS 2 ENTET, S 6HICHITEE O Maybe Ill go next year. (%5 23
WD ZENTENIBRG RS Z &R TE D, PAREE FLEETIL 4 @ Pete’s parents &R L 7= F

MZ\, ZiUE My parents went last year. D56 &, EAUITHE < FEED IEFMEICH E BUL TV RN 20D
(e YV PR ¥ oY W

13
®  EEROEN AR E AR TR E 2[4

Part 2 CIEZEROZEN B E TUREE T4 0% U ELHLDIT1 40THY, ZDON5 0%LLEL
ERHHDITSMTH D,

@  IEFEROEN EALEE L AL TR E Z2f-E D5

%1 10 A: Excuse me, may I have a menu, please.
B: Yes of course. Here you are.
A: Thank you. We'll be ready to order very soon.
Question: Were are they talking?
Answer ( 2 )

1. In a school 2. At a restaurant

3. At a bank 4. At a supermarket

Table 13 #5910l No.7 DRE  fRE D4

AN ATEE HHALRE TALEE
1 7.2 (8) 0o (0) 3.4 (1) 22.2 (6)
2 82.9 (92) 100 (30) [93.1 (@27 44.4 (12)
3 45 (5) 0 (0) 0 (0) 11.1 (3)
4 8.1 (9) 0 (0) 34 (1) 22.2 (6)
AE [01] 25 o (0) o (0) o (0) o (0)

BEEBRE s 1144 PARE1 4 TARE24 KE
NINEEEFR LTV D,

3% %
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Z DR menu X order 22 EQOHFENDGHAE XL D & ITHETE 5, EALHE L PALRETIEIE
BRPBNICHED ST, TAETIE 44.4% & ¥ 028> T o, JRIA & LTI 5312/ & B
T BEOZFEORNB LTS ol bD L Bbn s,

3) Part 312>\ T

No.8 7*5 No.10 £ TORMETFA LT 5 XEAME | LIS T 2EMOE X % 4 SOEREN 5
EAMETH D, B2OBREZTHRLTH D,

@O D B oo -RE

PR TITEZE RN 8 0 %L EoOREIZ2 7TRIF 6 THY, EABETIZT 6/, HPAHETIE7HM,. T
MHETIZOM TH D, TR C—FEERNREH DL 75.0%ThH 2,
@  AAED B o TR

5111  There are four people in Bob’s family. All of them like playing sports. Bob’s parents love
playing tennis. His brother plays soccer, and Bob likes basketball.
Question: Who likes playing soccer?
Answer ( 3 )

1. Bob’s parents
3. Bob’s brother

2. Bob’s father
4. Bob

Table 14 %5 7 18] No.10 D RHRE iR D53 A
AR ATEE HRLRE TALEE
1 1.8 (2 0 (0) 3.4 (1) 3.6 (1)
2 14.4 (16) 0 (0) 27.6 (8) 21.4 (6)
3 86.5 (96) 100 (30) 69.0 (20) 75.0 (21)
4 1.8 (2) 0 (0) 0 (0) 0 (0)
AE [01] 25 o (0 o (0) o (0) o (0)
wBRE 1164 HARE14 FARE24  RUE
BEI%%E, ( NIAEKERLTWD,

BIXFNZEZDRRTHY . 2B EENIUIZ ORBEIIRE TXx %, 2? Bob’s father &%
FHLONPNEET8LA, T4 WS, ZHIILENELS TEWEZ AR XNRh-7=7-H Tl
Bt Ebh b,

112  Ken is junior high school student.

He is very fond of science but not good at math. He

goes to special math classes every Saturday and studies very hard.
Question: What subject does Ken like?
Answer ( 2 )

1. English 2. Science
3. Math 4. Math and English
Table 15 %5 9 18] No.9 DRI R D53 A
AN ATRE o7 TR
1 6.3 (7) 6.7 (2) 3.4 (1) 11.1 (3)
2 82.0 (91) 90.0 (27 89.7 (26) 48.1 (13)
3 9.9 (11 3.3 (1) 3.4 (1) 25.9 (7)
4 45 (5) 0 (0) 3.4 (1) 14.8 (4)
A [0 2 0 (0) 0 (0) o (0) o (0)
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R BRE S 114 4 HALEE 1 4 TAEES 4 KU
BEI%%E, ( NIAEKERLTWD,

ARILH D He is fond of science 25 & ANAUL T ARIBETH 5, LA LIV be fond of Tid72
< like #fifi» T\ 5, FALEEIZIR W THRGICIEZ SRV 3 A2 13 be fond of DE M A 5
NSO TR WHhEE DD, FBEEIIORENLE TS EEDbILS,

@ A D HED - T [HE

EERTITIEZERR 3 0% TORMBEIZ2 7T 5Mdb 5, EARETIZ3M, PARETIZS M, MR
TIE8MH 5,

@ AR DED - T REB

5113 Marie went to the bookstore yesterday, but it was too crowded so she went home without
buying anything.
Question: What did Marie buy yesterday?
Answer (4 )

1. A lot of books 2. Two books
3. Something for her home 4. Nothing
Table 16 % 417 No.8 W D oy AT
AN ATRE 7 R TR
1 19.8 (22) 17.2 (5) 26.7 (8) 23.3 (7)
2 56.8 (63) 44.8 (13) 56.7 (17) 46.7 (14)
3 16.2 (18) 6.9 (2) 10.0 (3) 20.0 (6)
4 13.5 (15) 31.0 (9) 6.7 (2) 10.0 (3)
A [0 25 o (0 o (0) o (0) o (0)
BB 118 4 EArEE1 4 RIS
Brix%z, ( NIAEKERLTWD,

WBODXLENORBIAT L Z EPHETRNNIT LI 02 2BIRLTES D, E2TAVRKRED
without buying anything ZH & il e VW& EZXZBREZ LN TERY, ZO7D 102 ZRATEHEN
%< o T,

51 14 There was an accident yesterday on the corner near Mark’s house. Two cars hit each other.
Both of the cars were badly damaged but nobody was hurt.
Question: What happened to the people in the cars.
Answer ( 4 )
1. They went inside Mark’s house.
3. They started fighting.

2. They were badly damaged.
4. They were OK.

Table 17 % 5[a] No.10 D& RS DAY
AR ATEE HRLRE TALEE
1 42.3 (47) 30.0 (9) 39.3 (11) 46.4 (13)
2 39.6 (44) 63.3 (19) 42.9 (12) 14.3 (4)
3 11.7 (13) 3.3 (1) 10.7 (3) 25.0 (7)
4 9.0 (10) 3.3 (1) 7.1 (2) 14.3 (4)
AE [0 25 0 (0 o (0) o (0) o (0)

ZERFR S 114 WALRE2 4 MALRE2 4 KU
BFIT% %, NINEEEFR LTV D,
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RHEFHDE Z ST THLHND 2 2RO 72D, L Lk D nobody was hurt 25 & Htd Z
ENTENTEZELRSEZENTED, ZORETHKRENDOIT BN —FIEERNE L
BE. TAREE R DI LR TEZERNRELS o TNWDEZETHDH, L, <RV &
BATEEN T CT—FLL, 4TRALEFITRIE LU THOBEE L TRAELE I NEHTH 5,

® A7 S FABEDIEZERDZEN K E W HE

EATHE L TALAFDIEZERDEN 4 0% UL b HHMEIT8HH D, €OF T, 6 0%ULELEDD
LD 28 5,

©  LAIREE FALREDIEZE R DN K E WS

51 15 Peter usually rides his bicycle to school, but this morning there was too much snow so he
had to walk.
Question: How did Peter get to school today?
Answer ( 3 )

1. By bicycle 2. In the snow

3. On foot 4. In the morning

Table 18 %5 3 8] No.8 DR R DAY
LN ATRE R A s AR
1 15.3 (17) 0 (0) 179 (5) 25.9 (7)
2 10.8 (12) 0 (0) 3.6 (1) 22.2 (6)
3 68.5 (76) 100 (29) 71.4 (20) 37.0 (10)
4 45 (5) 0 (0) 7.1 (2) 11.1 (3)
pidEpA 09 (1) 0 (0) o (o) 3.7 (1)
R BRE S 111 4 FArEE1 4 AIRE24 TALRES 4

Bi%a, ( NIAEERLTWD,
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