A Strategy for Improving Listening Ability
Based on the Comparison between Listening Tests and Reading Tests

Masamichi MIYAOKU,
Abstract

Listening ability is very not only basic but also important in language learning. It is pointed out,
however, that we, English teachers find it very difficult to teach the way to improve learners’
listening ability. In these days a lot of technical colleges have introduced TOEIC and require their
students to take some fixed minimum score as the condition for their graduation. In 2006, the
listening comprehension test was introduced in the Center Test, the unified entrance examination
for high school students and graduates. In addition to these situations, a large number of
companies require new employees to take TOEIC and most of examinees have trouble solving
listening comprehension problems in the test. In this paper we would like to analyze and compare
the result of English listening and reading tests, which students of this college have been taking,
and we would also like to propose some ideas in order to improve their listening ability.
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Step Up Listening Step 3

40

Part 1 , Part 2 , Part 3
Part 1
Part 2
Part 3
Part 1, Part 2, Part3

Table 1

LT 8.24 6.17 5.34 5.90 3.90 5.10 5.67 7.75 6.01

RT 8.69 7.79 6.83 6.07 4,77 6.93 7.27 8.47 7.10
RT LT 0.45 1.62 1.48 0.17 0.87 1.83 1.60 0.72 1.09
Table 2

LT 6.87 4.67 3.83 4.60 3.38 3.76 4.40 5.29 4.60

RT 7.45 6.17 4.52 5.33 3.83 4.83 5.66 7.73 5.69
RT LT 0.58 1.50 0.68 0.73 0.45 1.07 1.25 2.48 1.09
Table 3

LT 4.07 3.57 4.34 2.86 2.89 2.89 3.13 4.03 3.48

RT 5.93 4.37 3.53 3.90 3.45 3.71 4.10 4.97 4.25
RT LT 1.87 0.80 0.57 0.45 0.59 0.82 0.97 0.93 | 0.76
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Part 1 LT
A: Excuse me. Is this your newspaper, Jane?

B: Yes, it is.
A: Do you mind if | borrow it for a while?
B: ( )
1. Yes, you're right. 2. Yes, you mind it

3. No, | don't borrow it. 4. No, | don't.

Table 4 No.1
19.6 (22) 30.0 (9) 233 (7) 100 (3)
33.0 (37) 10.0 (3) 36.7 (11) 46.7 (14)
39.3 (44) 50.0 (15) 36.7 (11) 36.7 (11)
6.3 (7) 6.7 (2) 33 (1) 6.7 (2
0.0 (0) 0.0 (0) 0.0 (0) 0.0 (0)
110 112
30
Yes
Do you mind ? mind
No, | don't
borrow it. 50.0% 15
Part 2
A: Hi, Mike. Are you coming?
B: Yes, I'm almost ready. I'm just putting on my shirt.
A: OK. Lisa’s here, too. We'll wait for you outside.
B: Thanks. I'll be there in a minute.
Question: What is Mike doing?
1. He's taking off his shirt. 2. He’s standing outside.
3. He’s getting dressed. 4. He’s waiting for Lisa.
Table 5 No.5
47.3 (53) 56.7 (17) 50.0 (15) 43.3 (13)
25.9 (29) 20.0 (6) 20.0 (6) 33.3 (10)
8.9 (10) 3.3 (1) 13.3 (4) 6.7 (2)
14.3 (16) 16.7 (5) 10.0 (3) 13.8 (4)
09 (1 0.0 (0) 33 (1) 0.0 (0)
109 112
30
3.3%(1 ) 13.3% 4 6.7%(2 )

He's getting dressed.
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40

I'm just
putting on my shirt.
He’s getting off his shirt. 56.7% 17
50.0%(15 ) 43.3%(13 ) get dressed

Part 3
Bill is a high school student, but his sister Nancy is only six years old. Their mother
works in the afternoon, so Bill usually picks Nancy up after school. He often takes her to
the park and plays with her for an hour before going home. He seldom begins his homework
before dinner.
Question: What does Bill usually do in the afternoon?

1. He begins his homework. 2. He goes to the park with his friends.
3. He picks up his mother after work 4. He takes care of his sister.
Table 6 No.10
259 (29) 13.3 (4) 233 (7) 33..3 (10)
22.3 (25) 30.0 (9) 233 (7) 20.0 (6)
34.8 (39) 26.7 (8) 43.3 (13) 33.3 (10)
15.2 (17) 26.7 (8) 10.0 (3) 133 (4)
0.0 (0) 0.0 (0) 0.0 (0) 0.0 (0)
110 112
30

He often takes her to the park and plays with her for an hour before
going home. take care of

He takes her her
take care of

Part 1

A: I'd like this dress dry-cleaned.
B: Sure
A: When can | pick it up?
B: ( )
A, 1t's $10. 2. It's a nice dress.
3. Yesterday 4. Tomorrow afternoon.
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Table 7 No.1
LT 125 (14) 6.7 (2 16.7 (5) 13.3 (4)
LT 22.3 (25) 0.0 (0 30.0 (9) 400. (12)
LT 22.3 (25) 20.0 (6) 23.3 (7) 16.7 (5)
LT 40.2 (45) 70.0 (21) 30.0 (9) 30.0 (9)
LT 0.0 (0 0.0 (0 0.0 (0) 0.0 (0)
RT 80 (9 33 (1 0.0 (0) 16.7 (5)
RT 5.4 (6) 0.0 (0) 0.0 (0) 16.7 (5)
RT 10.7 (12) 6.7 (2 20.0 (6) 3.3 (1)
RT 75.0 (84) 86.7 (26) 80.0 (24) 63.3 (19)
RT 0.0 (0 0.0 (0 0.0 (0) 0.0 (0)
RT LT 34.8 (39) 16.7 (5) 50.0 (15) 33.3 (10)
109
111 112
30
30%(9 )
40 (12 ) A
A When can | pick it up?
When ?
When ?
16.7 ( )
Part 2
A: Excuse me. How much is this red silk blouse?
B: It's $120.
A: Do you have any cheaper silk blouse?
B: Yes, we do. The blouses on the shelf are all on sale.
Question: What costs $120?
1. The cheaper blouses 2. The blouses on sale
3. The silk blouses on the shelf 4. The red silk blouse
Table 8 No.
LT 25.0 (28) 16.7 (5) 30.0 (9 23.3 (7)
LT 15.2 (17) 6.7 (2 23.3 (7) 16.7 (5)
LT 20.5 (23) 16.7 (5) 20.0 (6) 30.0 (9)
LT 33.0 (37) 53.3 (16) 20.0 (6) 26.7 (8)
LT 0.0 (0 0.0 (0 0.0 (0) 0.0 (0)
RT 6.3 (7) 0.0 (0 6.7 (2 13.3 (4)
RT 10.7 (12) 133 (4 6.7 (2 10.0 ()
RT 14.3 (16) 6.7 (2 10.0 (3) 13.3 (4)
RT 68.8 (77) 80.0 (24) 76.7 (23) 63.3 (19)
RT 0.0 (0 0.0 (0 0.0 (0) 0.0 (0)
RT LT 35.8 (40) 26.7 (8) 56.7 (17) 36.6 (11)
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Part 3

Question:

112

30

112

40

Paul usually arrives for appointment early, but yesterday he didn’t. He wanted to be at
his friend’s house by eleven o’clock. However, the map his friend had drawn for him was so
unclear that Paul couldn't understand it, so he got lost. Eventually, Paul asked a police
officer for help

Why was Paul late yesterday
1. He didn’t know the correct time.
3. He couldn’t read his friend’s map.

)

2. He had a problem with the police.
4. He is often late for appointment.

Table 9 No.10
LT 21.4. (24) 23.3 (7) 23.3 (7) 20.0 (6)
LT 30.4 (34) 26.7 (8) 233 (7) 40.0 (12)
LT 29.5 (33) 33.3 (10) 30.0 (9) 233 (7)
LT 16.1 (18) 13.3 (4) 20.0 (6) 13.3 (4)
LT 0.0 (0) 0.0 (0) 0.0 (0) 0.0 (0)
RT 8.9 (10) 33 (1) 10.0 (1) 16.7 (5)
RT 179 (20) 10.0 (3) 16.7 (5) 23.3 (7)
RT 61.6 (69) 83.3 (25) 56.7 (17) 46.7 (14)
RT 8.9 (10) 0.0 (0) 13.3 (4) 100 (3)
RT 18 (2) 3.3 (1) 33 (1) 0.0 (0)

RT LT 32.1 (36) 50.0 (15) 26.7 (8) 23.4. (7)

109
111 112
30
However, the map so he got lost
33.3% 10 30.0%( )
23.3%( )
83.3% 25 56.7%(17 ) 46.7%(14 )
the map
the map

was so unclear

Part 1

@ >w»

Are you still studying?

RT LT

Yes, | have an exam tomorrow.

Don't stay up too late.

(

)
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1. You're very sorry.
3. I'll try not to.

2. 1 won't try.
4. You should study.

Table 10 No.1
LT 25.9 (29) 16.7 (5) 33.3 (10) 33.3 (10)
LT 30.4 (34) 33.3 (10) 23.3 (7) 16.7 (5)
LT 27.7 (31) 33.3 (10) 23.3 (7) 36.7 (11)
LT 13.4 (15) 16.7 (5) 20.0 (6) 10.0 (3)
LT 0.0 (0) 0.0 (0) 0.0 (0) 0.0 (0)
RT 25.0 (28) 233 (7) 26.7 (8) 30.0 (9)
RT 30.4 (34 36.7 (11) 33.3 (10) 26.7 (8)
RT 22.3 (25) 30.0 (9) 10.0 (3) 23.3 (7)
RT 16.1 (18) 6.7 (2) 233 (7) 16.7 (5)
RT 3.6 (4) 33 (1) 6.7 '2) 0.0 (0)
RT LT 5.2 (-6) 3.3(-1) 13.3 (-4) 13.4(-4)
LT 109
RT 109 112
30
3.3% ( 13.3%)
( 13.4) Don't stay up late.
stay up late
I won't try
36.7%(11 ) I won't try. Il try
not to
Part2 RT LT
A: Do you have any stamps, Jane?
B: No, I'm sorry, Joe. I've used them all.
A: You write a lot of letters, don’t you?
B: Yes, especially at Christmas time.
Question: Why is Jane sorry?
1. She wrote too many letters. 2. She used all of Joe’s stamps.
3. She has no stamps to give Joe. 3. It's Christmas time.
Table 11 No.5
LT 15.2 (17) 20.0 (6) 133 (4) 16.7 (5)
LT 36.6 (41) 33.3 (10) 33.3 (10) 33.3 (10)
LT 28.6 (32) 33.3 (10) 33.3 (10) 20.0 (6)
LT 17.0 (19) 13.3 (4) 16.7 (5) 23.3 (7)
LT 0.0 (0) 0 0) 0.0 (0) 0.0 (0)
RT 7.1 (8) 0.0 (0) 6.7 (2) 10.0 (3)
RT 58.9 (66) 60.0 (18) 53.3 (16) 53.3 (16)
RT 24.1 (27) 36.7 (11) 33.3 (10) 13.3 (4)
RT 7.1 (8) 0.0 (0) 6.7 (2) 16.7 (5)
RT 0.0 (0) 0.0 (0) 0.0 (0) 0.0 (0)
RT LT 45 (-5) 33 (1) 0 (0) 6.7 (-2)
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40

LT 109
RT 109
112 30

B Jane [I've used them all.
Joe
53.3%(16 ) 53.3%(16 ) LT
Why is Jane sorry? Jane

Part3 RT LT

San Francisco is one of the most popular spots in the United States. The weather is
often surprisingly cold in the summer and hotel and restaurant prices can be quite high,
but there are many fun places to go. Visitors like to ride the cable cars, but they are often
too crowded and people have to wait a long time to get on one. However, the city’s
wonderful parks and museums are well worth a visit.

Question: What does the speaker like about San Francisco?

1. The weather in summer 2. The convenient cable cars
3. The reasonable prices 4. The city's excellent parks

Table 12 No.8
LT 29.5 (33) 10.0 (3) 36.7 (11) 43.3 (13)
LT 18.8 (21) 13.3 (4) 16.7 (5) 23.3 (7)
LT 17.9 (20) 20.0 (6) 26.7 (8) 6.7 (2
LT 31.3 (35) 56.7 (17) 20.0 (6) 23.3 (7)
LT 0.0 (0) 0.0 (0) 0.0 (0) 0.0 (0)
RT 22.3 (25) 20.0 (6) 13.3 (4) 33.3 (10)
RT 29.5 (33) 36.7 (11) 30.0 (9) 23.3 (7)
RT 21.4 (24) 20.0 (6) 16.7 (5) 26.7 (8)
RT 22.3 (25) 20.0 (6) 40.0 (12) 13.3 (4)
RT 1.8 (2 33 (1) 0.0 (0) 0.0 (0)

RT LT 9.0 (-10) 36.7 (-11) 20.0 (6) 10.0 (-3)
LT 109
RT 109 112

30
However
excellent 9.0%
36.7%

Visitors like to ride the cable cars
but they are often too crowded and people have to wait a long time to get on one.
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6.01
4.60 3.48
71 72,73

9.1

(1989)
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mind get

dressed, take care of
I'll try notto, | won'ttry
A
(1993)
(2004)
(1989)
(1993)
(2004)
(2004) 10 pp.143-160
(1984)

(1989) Japan Times
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