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Northernmost Record of Cyclichthys spilostylus from Sado
Island, Niigata Prefecture, Japan
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Abstract : A warm water porcupine puffer Cyclichthys spilostylus was collected in Ryotsu Bay, Sado
Island, Niigata Prefecture, Japan, which is the northernmost record of this species. The coast waters
of the Sea of Japan becoming gradually warmer, warm water marine animals including this species
may extend their habitat to the north. The toxicity still unknown, C. spilostylus ought not to be eaten if

collected.
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Fig. 1. Cyclichthys spilostylus collected from Sado Island,
Niigata Prefecture, kept in an aquaria of the Simonoseki
Marine Science Museum, died and fixed: NSMT-P
114724, sex unknown, 173.0mm in standard length.

Table 1. Measurements and counts of Cyclichthys spilostylus
from Sado Island, Niigata Prefecture, Japan

NSMT-P 114724

Catalog number

Standerd Length (mm) 173.0
In % of standard length
Head length 324
Preanus length 85.0
Predorsal length 81.3
Caudal Peduncle length 11.7
Caudal Peduncle depth 7.6
Eye diameter 11.7
Head width 38.2
Body width 47.0
Interorbital width 26.0
Nostril to mouth 7.1
Height of gill opening 12.6
Mouth width 15.7
Longest dorsal fin ray 16.1
Longest pectoral fin ray 22.8
Longest caudal fin ray 19.8
Longest dorsal spine 4.2
Longest frontal spine 3.6
Longest ventral spine 3.9
Dorsal fin rays 12
Anal fin rays 11
Pectoral fin rays 21,21
Head spination 1,2,4,5,4
Predorsal spines 13
Preanal spines 15
Interpectoral spines 6
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