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The Underlying Structure of PROMISE

By
Mikio NAMOTO

It is the writer’s aim to investigate the underlying structure of PROMISE, one of the
verbs followed by an accusative with infinitive. The writer gets a clue to study that in
The Grammar of English Predicate Complement Constructions, Peter R. Rosenbaum’s
doctoral dissertion, though he finds many questions in it as Rosenbaum himself says in
his preface that “certain of the conclusions drawn in the work have been called into question
by recent findings.”

In this paper, in the first place, some faults in Rosenbaum’s views are indicated after
the underlying structure of PROMISE is sought after in terms of Rosenbaum’s.

In the next place, the writer shows his own view, supported by Chales J. Fillmore’s

Case Grammar, on the underlying structure of PROMISE.
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2. Promise @ Underlying Structure &

2 - 1 Rosenbaum@ Seven Underlying Structures{ZDWT
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2 -1-7 Subject Noun Phrase Complementation
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LI E® Underlying Structures % 43 % Phrase Structure Rule 31X TEERLDTH S,
Phrase Structure Rule
PS Rule 1 VP—V (NP) (PP){Ii)}
PS Rule 2 NP—DET N (8)
Bz Z? Seven Underlying Structures 12K Transformational Rules #'1F & = X 1T Surface
Structure DERPT bbb E£2 25,

Transformational Rules

I. Complementizer Placement Transformation = Tep
2. Identity Erasure Transformation -+ Tie

3. Subject Object Inversion Transformation -+ Tsoi
4. Passive Transformation - Tp

5. Extraposition Transformation »- Te

6. Optional Complementizer Deletion Transformation « Toed
7. Auxiliary Transformation + Taux
8. Pronoun Replacement Transformation = Tpr
9. Pronoun Deletion Transformation -+ Tpd
10. Preposition Deletion Transformation -+ Tppd

11. Obligatory Complementizer Deletion Transformation --- Tppd
2 - 2 Rosenbaum IZ% &4 ¢ Promise O Underlying Structure
Rosenbaum ® Verb Classifications 12 X iZ, Promise# for-to & & U that Complementizer % & 33534
? Underlying Structureid, Object Noun Phrase Complementation T& %, % OFEH LU PS Rule
BROZEx30TH 3,
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Rosenbaum ¢ Verb Classifications 124 £ 37 %, 2@ Object Noun Phrase Complementation M for-
to Complementizer # & 2EEFDFI L& V{22 &I T, promise DIFE L B LT H 5, FII3 4 THIZE
wh TEAhEER, k05T 5,

1. He said he could not pear me to be unhappy.
. She ‘hated her husband to use such vulgar words.
. Your wife prefers you not to start so early.

. I expect you to obey.

2
3
4
5. She iniended her second son to join the army.
6. I love you to dress well.
7. She wants me to go with her.
8. 1 like boys to be lively.
9. T must request you to hold your tongue.

10. T promised him to be there at once.
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S0 BIEE L —2T 3 4, promise DFAEOTEFOER LOXEI, BFOEEBEL BT 5, LH-T
% D} ® Underlying Structure % IETHIZNRD &I 12 ThABEAI,

1~9FCOBTOREL LT prefer DBEELIRET L CH L5, £9 Underlying Structure % BURT %,

Everyone would prefer you to come early.
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everyone prefer you would come early

2 Underlying Structure @ Surface Structure “OZEBEMBRELZFNTHS &
First Cycle
everyone would prefer [ [it] [ [you] [come early] ] 1 BASE
N NP vP S NP
Second Cycle — no Operations
everyone would prefer [ [11}] [for [yl\?;l] [to come ea}/l;ly] ] ] Tep
everyone would prefer [ [it] [ [you] [to come early] ;N]P Tocd
everyone would prefer [ [ [you] [to come early] ] ] Tpd
DEnks 5EBEREEZ S L Prefer i, Rosenbaum D Obr;ect Noun Phrase Complementation
AN TS LT AU TE 5,
K17 Promise OBE 5 LTa &5, 3% D Underlying Structure # Rosenbaum OE 5 Z &< Ob-
jéct Noun Phrase Complementation RT3 & D LMWML TE L 5L, John promises Mary to go

— 55 —



56 £ 7 % i3 RKFFER 19 (1)
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ZOERENBRITRO LI IZEBZLELRS,
First Cycle — no operations
John promises [Mary] [ [it] [ [John] [go there] ] ] BASE
NP N NP VP S NP
Second Cycle
John promises [Mary] [ [it] [for[John] [to go there] 1] Tep
NP N NP VP

S NP
John promises [Mary] [ [it] [ [John] [to go there] ] ]  Tocd
NP N NP Ve S NP
John promises {Mary] [ [ [John] [to go there] ] ] Tpd
NP NP VP S NP
John promises [Mary] [ [ [to go there] ] ] Te
NP \23 S NP

ZD&HIzEZ T NI, Rosenbaum ) Phrase Structure Rule IZKD LI A ERETH B 5,
PS Rule 1 VP*WKNP)(NP)(PP){ﬁ%

%7- Object Noun Phrase Complementation 2% 2f88HAH 52 L12% 5, L =5 >T Rosenbaum @ Sen-
tential Complementation 1213, JLAMBEMERSEIBIIE VW TIE L A2 2 & ¢, Transitive Verb
Phrase Complementation ®NPIZ Unspecified it MIBEAH 3 L3nE, chizs 2@Ei522104D
it 9 7 ® Underlying Structure P"H 3 Z Li2% 5%,
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LA LKIZPromiseld 1272 L TNoun Phrase Complementation%f&+ 25 &5 w3 HMBEFDZ 3,
Rosenbaum {Z, Noun Phrase Complementation #*, Verb Phrase Complementation 2 DHBIIZRD
Transformation 2 {#HE 3 5,
1. Passive Transformation
2. Pseudo—Cleft Sentence Transformation
John promised Mary to go there {22 2 4 Transformation ¥@H L (45 &
What John promised Mary was for John to go there.
For John to go there was promised Mary by John.
What was promised Mary was for John to go there.
DITrOLFETESNFD, LALINSOXDREIEL Native Speaker 122 Thd b, BETHEDIELT
BEQ0WMEN TS, PNICINSOXHRILL B v & 31U, Promise X Transitive Verb Phrase
Complementation 2T 2 2 &12% 5, 2@ Underlying Structure IZRDE H12% 5,

John promises Mary to go there.
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TREMGEBREI IO L I3 EBbh 3,
First Cycle — no operations
John promises [Mary] [ [John] [go there] ] BASE
NP NP VP s
Second Cycle
John promises [Mary] [for [John] [to go there] ] Tep
NP NP VB © &
John promises [MNary_] [for [to go ths;ge] ] Tie
P v 5
John promises [MNaryJ [ [to go thg;"ej ] Ted
P <1
LIE promise @ Underlying Structure 122 T Rosenbaum 12 % & ¥ & A M 284 72 4°, Noun
Phrase Complementation #4813 D », Verb Phrase Complementation Z N+ 204, ¥ 2EH4E
RS2 12 50 T Identity Erasure Transformation OBERBPSMMOEEDEES L R4 2 EHBEAIMRIRE L
THeA, RIZ—BELRA TNV,

3. Promise ) Underlying Structure [ZDWTH—HE

31 Give & Promise M
ety TEERAdEE lZJ:ffﬂf, Promise @ Surface Structure |ZXDEI LB EDTH 5,
1 [+HrEE

He promised an immediate reply.

— 57 —



58 % 7 & H AKAFEHR 19 (1)

o

[+ HAviE+ HAvE
She promised me a reward.
3. [+ HAE+aTE A+ B F 72 3R %]
He promised the money to me, not to you.
4. [to do]
He promised not to tell anyone.
5 [+ HEYEE+to do]
I promised him to be there at six.
. [+that &) [+ BAY5E+that &
Thay promised (us) that the work should be done before Saturday by them.
INLORFEEIELTAD ERDEHIZE D,
1. Embedded Sentence & & 5,
2. Addressee & > TE 2 TH L,
3. Complementizer & LUC\L, that, for-to % L 5,
INSOEME give ODBEERB LAY 0FEUNEZ ALY,
1. [+ HOUE+ HAYEE
My uncle gave me this watch.
2. [+ B#vEE]
He gave an order.
3. [+ EEHRERE B £ 21 B
He gave a book to each of us.
4, [+ HEEE+1to do]
He gave me to understand that he might me to find employment.
IS QYL RO P CRICRDAICER Ly,
He gave me a watch.
ZOMBHEETH 2 me 2 XRIZEhT &

He gave a book to me.

o
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% 7z Fillmore @
First Indirect Object Rule |z L+
Structural Description : 212 Vté(’t _ 'Ié)O zCiStructural Change: 124 L7225,
LA

HE sg past GIVE I sg A BOOK sg (Z Obligatory Transformation ¥ &2 ¥

HE GAVE A BOOK TO ME. &%V, First Indirect Object Rule #IF &= #f

HE sg past GIVE I sg A BOOK sg &% 3, Z1iZ Obligatory Transformation #1312 LT,

HE GAVE ME A BOOK.

BB EVIFMAAD B, 2D &% give 122V T D Underlying Structure ¥ £ UBIAERBFEIZHo0
ToE2713, promise @ Underlying Structure OBz AL N BEILE L EZ 605,

3 - 2 Promise O Underlying Structure
Promise®Underlying Structure& LTRD L5 B—RELZIR L2,
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I promise I go to him

Z® Underlying Structure 75 Surface Structure ~NOEW EBGETE2E 2 TH 53, Prepositional
Phrase I Optional & & 2% 3,
3+2+1 1 promise him to go BlDIEE

BASE T&#% I promise I go to him {2, for-to Complementizer AN &2 X h T, | promise for me
to go to him &% ¥, 21z Complementizer Deletion Transformation #IZ &2 s h T, I promise me
to go to him& %%, & 5iZIdentity Erasure Transformation (2 &-C me 254z T I promise to go to
himAZE U, ZhizFillmore DFirst Indirect Object Rule#%13 & Z ST, I promise him to go& )
Surface StructurePEMEhZL&EZI N3,
3:2-2 1Ipromise (him) that I goBlE

BASE®DI promise [ go to himiZthai-Complemetizer 713 ¥ Z 1T, I promise that I go to him
AL, 2412 Fillmore @ First Indirect Object Rule AR & 7 & T, I promise him that I go A%
MENLEZ S, him 13 Optional 23 DL EZ AN THELTWEBEL 2L E2 5,
32 -3 1promise to goBIDESE

BASE® 1 promise I go to himiZ for-to Complementizer 21 ¥ Z &1 T, I promise for me to go
to him & Z Y, Z#iZ Complementizer Deletion Transformation & Identity Frasure Transformation
MELZENT, I promise to go to him AU, 512 to him AR LTWVWBEEDLEE2 5,
324 NP # Embedded Sentence T7% W&
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1. He promised an immediate reply.

2. She promised me a reward.

3. He promised the money to me, not to you.
2 3% O Sentence 125 T, 1.13 Prepositional Phrase #" Deletion & LT WA, 2.1 Fillmore @)
First Indirect RuleiZ £k»T give E & {RURIZ%E - T WA A, 3,12 First Indirect Object Rule 2%
FzrhTwiawiBbeErL b,

LIt promise ¢ Underlying Structure |20 WT—EELIEN, 2HI2E ETKEBENBAE 2 5 U

Surface Structure #1372, % O E promise [ givell KE L 1228E2 LBETH 5 Z L A HH
T&/, L72A T promise i give HOBE L E 2 &k I,

4. Fillmore ¢) Case Grammar |Z4& 25

Case Grammar |2 X - Cpromise ®Underlying Structure M5t L, give INEETH S Z L &2 X H1C
FREA LT & 720,
Case Grammar (X NIE, give @ Frame Structure IZRDL I BELEDTH S,
give (+[—O-+D+A])
Promise @ Frame Structure lI, give bRIURD L 5 ZEENEZ LMD,
promise (+[——O0+D+A] )
72722 @ Objective!Zid, S 2% U Sentence DBEDH 5 L W) G R %L 5, give X promise D Underlying
Structure # Case Grammar!Zd» THELTH LI,

4 - 1 John gave my brother the books MiF&

M P
J—
T T
Y O D A
NP K NP K NP
/\\ /\
d I\II (li N
l .
Past  give @ the books to my brother by John

4 - 2 Mary promised her friend the reward OFH&
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Past promise @ the reward to her friend by Mary
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4 - 3 Mary promised her friend to go there
Mary promised her friend that Mary would go there NE
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Past  promise ] Mary would go to her friend by Mary

4 -1, 42, 43,0 Underlying Structure #* 5, Promise & given Case Grammar i2X->T3
FlLREER A2 P EBHEXNS,
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441, 4-2%BASEIZLT Subject-Fronting #1223 &
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L% Y, ZhiZ Object-Preposition Deletion #1F &4 &
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Mary Past promise the reward to  her friend
DHE LB, 2 UTHEFIC Incorporation of the Tense #1739 &
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LW Surface Structure #7E L, & 51 Dative #ETIZHHIE
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7 Sentence MIEE1Z1L, for-to & L U that Complementizer Placement Transformation FOMPLEL
Transformation #1ZEZT & WIRAFEL S,

5. ¥4 T

Promise?®, Accusative with Infinitive % & 2 BF D Tld, Rosenbaum HE L0 5 ZEL, MR
BEhE-2L 0 TH B2 &1L, Surface Structure IZfEOEFH L F L DIREBENBEOS D L5 BRI
2 HN05, EETIOLIZEH LT, promise ¢ Underlying Structure % MR8 L, BALBUHIE & #HE
L, Surface Structure # ZRE LT, KiF give HOIFITH S L HFfFamIZE L2, 7272 promise &, for-
to Complementizer # & U that Complementizer DI % & 5 L\ 9 KT give ERE D,

¥ 7= Fillmore P Case Grammar OBLEH 5 Mt LT 45 &, %120 promise $give MOERTH S Z
LAV 5 Accusative with Infinitive & 28 & L TIE, OB & IXR 2 AMEORE 2 OEH
IESAEEIEE L LD,

NERIEEE D TAccusative with Infinitivel%5, O—BThH 5, EOIZHU LB EMD - 72 JUNKFE
KILZERBhEER 2B C B 72 UE 3 (197 049H)
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