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The Re-examination of Literary Terms
“Motif”, “Intention” and “Theme”

By
Hajime SAKAMOTO

The aim of the present paper is to re-examine the definitions of literary terms.

“Motif” seems to be often confused with “theme” and so on. But each term should be
conceptually discriminated from others.

“Motif” is in my opinion a writer's motive power for creation.

“Intention” seems to be also identified with “theme”, but the former is a writer’s aim

and the latter is nothing but the “reality” which is totally described in his work,
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BE, Lk, SEHEZELLCHELAAEF—T7OBRMATH S, EERENETF -7, TEROBRE LTH
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HEBVZBB0, ZhAEF—T7ThD, 2hix, BUHENBEEIZH - THIBBDTIEEL, ¥DES
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12, fEEOERIL, SURAIE ORIERN 2BREL 5 ENE, EROFEEITESLLDTH S,
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EET AL 2EMEET, TP LBEERHURT S, 2 TA5ARIEROTVEILEMST, ZikW
SREPIIOVTEMTHS, FRIFAIE (7Yyyrryav), BREAHEOBIM, THOBNTS
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EIFEPZTWEIE, NEHEOAIE S IE, BEOEETIEELBEROFEREZ LTRKRORIEZDTH S,
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FRNTCHTE Thbbyr—<eidfid, XEFEILE T, TAREMESRELOT, BHEVWELTX
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(EHE, (BZBOHA AL TAEEBROZ L, 26218 ™ALy b OF—< 3 ESETH Y, TR
OF—<IEBETHBE W) X351z, BEOF, BE A, BHTtR2L, Phond_T2EEMELTH
FHIFRZEIETIRETH S, ) (ibid.,p.394)

ZOEERRNTH D, EEOHMPALTITERNAL IIMEEOEROHEMICME S T,
fEfizfEh > T3 F—<it, ERIEHEFICD2SBBRNICENE LTW I bns &bl
BThb, bHAAEEIERZERATZ2EE5C, A6 DT -T2 TTVREIbITTHEY, Zhilhk
CETRERBETF -2 EF, 2ORTRE,TIEE Y, (ERIRGE DL AEEOFHEL LT, F—
VIERIEET, EEORBEL IOy MRV ZLADIE, T PRI IATVETRIEE SRV )E
T REMSIEA, DB NT WSS (ibid., p. 166), ZHIHERELTDOTF—DIETH LT, {EHIC
BUBAT < Lid—@E@ES R INEEE R0,

(—DOXHEHEOBRANEN, ABMOMS, TECWEE, 2KNESRL V%2V, theme 12X BERD
F—ah BRI R ONRI PO T T 2R3 ERTH B, & IEZOMBHBEIFHIERSLT
VAMEEILBWTF ) Th b, )

TR D TXREERN OF —< BT AEBTH S D, BRI b2 5o, HEED T
FRERHRM b, F-vk (CEEHIETHRANER, REMES, 2FMNEE, ) Lvi ki,
BIFRICE S ICHB LT A, Yb 53 URARL L& THRER &2, T2F80 EroEEfFAz 20
THHEOABRDERSE AT »—LTWVWELITH S, "XHEGRDBROERS &» TUEERIIHEITS
BAMER tvwbhd e EnENEL, FHEOBEREYXDLIIDE-TVRIDOD, ERESTHWEVORLDF
BIREICE N B NETH 5B,

F—v% TREMESL LT A0 82 LYy, BEE ThOBE) SFLEITHSY, bhbildfEm
DF -2 EBBIG TS TE0THE, F—<idMESROEPIFBRNICL 5250330 LTHS
B, BEFOLDOTIER WV, £/, 20F—~=L5bhbhiDBELNIIEVTEDEI EERI H I, %
RRTZNDTH-T, 77— FDLDIIEHTIEE Y,

F—w LA ONT, bAEOXEFLO L P TCHREEE L Y LTVRI0I1E, EF-TOHE
THERIHL TR TSERASERA) Thb, 2ICL3E, Tl RO LI SR ESNTWS,

(EAhifesiz &> TERL L5 &+ 2R OMEREERAE, hONME BERELZE, Yo—rAYTH
BOTES —< i ABOMB R T EFOMETH L VI TLL{Thd, 7T—v3RHE L - TH
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HETIEW, EROMEA S X UVBEI—ENHRTIERE L2 0R, BEMICL S TERKLODERMT %,
EF—TRTOy b, T EEDHITEI ZEDLEEEE ST D, BEF -7 LT UTLITE
BNyt 2RETH LY, NEMLZREE LTEF—7 3050, BMCAPL oy NIk TE
SIS NAEB D, Thbb, BF— 70T AEREORERIRET B4 F-FT -~ Thb, 7
—NBL B EVIIEHVE, —~EOBREL T - RREh, EROTRTOERNZ ZIZEPENS
E O MAETENAIERDZETH B, ) (ibid., pp. 189 -190)
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LTSN AR, LA s TESDOT —<i3ffa s LTEREhERETH D,
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ThBETHIE, WbEIEVwELTE, TROAME 2 TEERES LET- Lz 0l EF
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HRBENBANETH B, VERKIMIERS ST 50203 %VA, BR ([ 7-) EENL 5T
WBEAR A BALERFE 5 TVABRLIRBILTELZ EFFLRDE LAY, T—v& THE &
Fl—Tl 2V, fEROTF —<EES WA, EROEEEIER - HEIE-TESTL 5D TH B,
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