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A Semantic and Syntactic Study of the Adjectives "EASY and APPARENT”

By
Mikio NAMOTO

In English it has been pointed out that some adjectives are followed only by the in-
finitive complement, [e.g. He is easy (for us) to please.] while other adjectives are
followed only by the thar-clause complement (e.g. It is gpparent that hen-pecked husbands
are growing in number.).

The purpose of the present paper is to explore the semantic and syntactic properties
in the two complements, which seem to play an important role in determining the
complementizer afier adjectives.

In the first half of the present paper, the various properties of the thar-clause comple-
ment and the infinitive complement are explored in terms of the Kiparskys and Kattunen.

In the second half, exploring the various properties of the adjectives, the writer shows
that there are some semantic properties of the adjectives which are necessary for taking
the infinitive complement or the fhai-clause complement.

.&E& U & I

(A) TNP-+he-Adj+Infinitive
He is easy (for us) to please.
(B) Tli+be-+Adj +That-Clause

It is apparent that hen-pecked husbands are growing in number.

HEEIDI (A) BB IcoAEREhAEERAL, (B) MEICOAERSNIBERALFET 5, &
ZEWTIE (A) BFEEEAOREL LT easy %, (B) BIERFAONKEL LT apperent U E DEREY
b LU, TEE, thoi-clause OFSEMEREE L, 20k 2WEF L AEHE LU thai-clause
& OBIAEAERIRR A BEET 38D TH 5, .
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2. He is easy (for us) to please. [ZDWT

KEFERIZ LT 2O F 4 TOBICHV 5 h ATEEGN, W, 85 - B52 CoRke &0 0N
£, AN (E72138) OMEIZELTATTEL, THOBREICELTIRFEHRALIGLNTHLHIL
PRBETHB L wbhD ',

ZOBTIZEL VL NIBERIIRDE ) B DN H 5,

all right, (in)appropriate, attractive, bering, cheap, clumsy, comfortable,
convenient, dangerous, (un)delectable, delightful, difficult, dreadful, easy,
enjoyable, (in)expensive, fascinating, fearful, fine, glorious, goed, handy,
hard, important, (un)interesting, jolly, joyful, needful, needless, nice, pain-
ful, pathetic, pitiful, pleasant, (im)possible, (im)proper, restfel, sad, safe,
satisfactory, simple (easy), (un)suitable, terrible, tough, useful, useless,

wearisome, wonderful.
ZOBXERDE I IZEFRTE 2,

It is easy (for us) to please him.
(For us) To please him is easy.
He is an easy person io please.

He is an easy-to-please person.

2 -1 RFEF to please [ZDWT
WA easy IZARAEFDALEMOSNIDTHS ) 2, easy DEHIBUIANET lo please L XD
EIRBMBICHBDRELI P, ZOL I BEEEELEETIFEINY L LTAERADKRE L S5 2 L
IZL&E I,

Karttunen 13 “IMPLICATIVE VERBS
BRI RI5RE L, TEEIC 3 factive, non-factive DBIA S 5 & & 23 U7z, glad, proud, lucky EDinfinitive
complement |3 true proposition & bH T factive TH Y, ready, eager, willing ¢ infinitive comple-

ment 132D & 5 7% true proposition & 72\ non-factive ThH S Liw U TV 5,

B kanT implicative verb # & (f non-implicative verb @

Implicative Verbs

bother, care, dare, condescend, get, happen, manage, remember, see {it, be
careful, have the misfortune / sense, take the time /oppertunity / trouble, take

it upon oneself
Non-Implicative Verbs

agree, decide, hope, intend, plan, promise, try, want, be likely, be eager, be
ready, have in mind
1) KiBfeE, 1968 MEE  REOSWHIEFE (FE0EE. BREE 38). mrd (E).
2) Karttunen, L., 1971 “IMPLICATIVE VERBS” Language, 47 . 340—357.
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@ . John managed to solve the problem.
b. John hoped to solve the problem.

¢ . John solved the problem.

a.Tlkec.? wuth XN 34, b, TEZ 5 TlEAwv, ZHD implicative & non-implicative MFEE
D—2TH B EIFET 5, SHIZRD LS LIHEENFH S LiERET %,
d.*John managed to solve the problem, but he didn’ t solve it.
e. John hoped to solve the problem, but he didn’t solve it.

d. @ infinitive complement MEFHIIL past tense TH 3 A, e. DF NI future tense or a modal
Th5EERT S, ChEBNTHERDEI 1225,

1. infinitive complement {213 factive & non-factive ’TFH T %,
2. non-factive ® infinitive complement MEEHIIL future tense or a modal TH 5,

3. factive O infinitive complement ORHEIL past tense TH 3,

INHDMEIL Toe HERMHTERA, /218 TE#FHTTEFA, OBEL2 L TTAEADEEL LTHITS
NHLDOTHEN, FEEL LTTNEFHIERET ABEILLE I THS ) b KERBRASZOBEELR2TH
&% infinitive nominal & & T17, 2O infinitive nominal (X “BETEPBET bR TR AREL VW
F3EVE, Zhhb THERZY , /03 TWMRNTE 2R EAICHV S, BRiiTEEFR
THEOTEEL LTETEZ LI TERW,” LHRUTWE Y, 2nsoMEIE Kartiunen OBIESHEER L —
HLTWAELEbNS, ThabbIhd b FELEIT F/1d HREMNITE L) DI, non-factive
Dinfinitive complement DIFEIAS future tense or a modal 125732 —FHTA3TIELEH» A Py
Tld He is easy to please D to please I22WTXEDLI LI EAVEZEDTHA S H, He was easy
to please CENEIZMBEIILTHS &, be easy I implicative verb THEZ EWFbh 3, LALID
AL be easy DEERE LTOBRTH B D5 to please DERFNIFHRF L3 Z £127% Y non-factive
@ infinitive complement & 2%, 20 io please DB IIVAET casy OELRIVEE & KDL ) 2EE
EE2FHEOIDTHS 5D,

2 -2 JEEE easy DT

IDIA TORFRE WS - WELEOBREETCLONEZL, A (F238) OBBEIZELTEET
TATEDOEEIZES L’(’(%)E]%Cig“ﬁiﬁﬁ LId3D” ThadEHTEEhTWE, 3 He is easy (for us)
to please. ¢ Underlying Structure R LTAH LI,

ﬁ\
NP VP
r A i R
we please him ‘
it is easy

3) AEFHEER, 1973 TEO I L EEONE. T (EE). p. 102,
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Eﬁ&@x@%‘ ERTHDEEEEE

It {we please him) is easy.
|7 for-to complementizer & & - THEBETNIL

It is easy for us to please him.
HTE5, ZHICHMEERY LB & ﬁﬁ?‘ﬂli

He is casy for us to please.
PET B, hI—BARTEEEER ML 5L

He is easy to please.
PTEHND, COBERERL D AER to please DB EOEIEL we TH Y BWFES him THHZ
EAEREND, 2T easy DEBWHBIT YO L) 2L DTHA I H. He is easy to please. DRI E
REITE SO THAHH THHES Y 20 HBE— ADEATIEE SHEED we IlZk-TEEND,
FEHNEEN LV S Z LR T R (M EE DN S B /ﬁEé&f(@]\iﬁ@ﬂEﬁﬁc‘: WHZEIRFERNE VS
l: U L, LOBBHILO—EE VA BOTIEEL A I Dy ERHBIOMEE ZAITRIEIND 5 51T

BHOIEIITETH D, 20DLH BRBIZOE easy AFAVDNE LS ZEE, R easy (TR

EI'J@ 255 LW E S, 2Hl non-factive BB L VWEZ A2 EFTELI, DL % easy OFE
BRAVEB XD L 5 %2 feature 1I2F L HBZEFTELIDTIHEDNA ) B0

{4+ objective)
{(-+ general )
(- abstract )

{— factive )

20 feafure IX & X ICHE LATERAY L5 B AT4A HMENTE 2RL, BENLL0R
REBVEVIWME, X517 to please O non-factive LB LIZE A E—HT 5, easy PAEFADH L
WET IO, 20L& ZEREESRVICERELTWAZEPEETES, L LINUE easy DI
WZAZET 25')5 e SO TIZHEENTVAMOBEHADEEEZHITLTEL I,

. This is simple 1o state but hard io solve.
This book is very good to read.

This river is damgerous to swim in.

Q@ o T »

A good car is safe to drive.

a. b. . d. OETIZ underlying siructure £, to state, to solve, to read, to swim in, to
drive DELEFOETIEE LT we 250, AR EROERS Zhh 6 B H1T8 TRIITE
ThB, ZHIEET easy OBE LRI UTH S, He is easy (for ns) to please. &4 7O TAHER
L DHIFLT ATHEFIT R OB L MR L 6 LD AEWRNFEEE TS WA D

3. It is apparent that hen-pecked husbands are growing
in number. (22T

FBHERICENE DY 4 TORBILFEL % 2 that UTOREFEIWAFE @ R, THiC
9 A4H - «b‘&%ﬁi@ﬂ‘yﬁﬁ‘ Mhe [seem, become, ete. | FEER (B, Titabh b,
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ZDIA TS NAPEEFIIERDE Y 2L DD E 5,

accidental, apparent, too bad, (un)certain, (un) challengeable clear,
(in) comprehensible, controversial, creditable, (un)debaiable, definite,
(un)deniable, doubtful, evident, explicit, fitting, hopeful, implicit, intolerable,
latent, manifest, (im)material, memorable, mysterious, notable, noteworthy,
noticeable, observable, obvious, opportune, patent, plain, positive, (im)prob-
able, problematic, questionable, remarkable, suggestive, sure, symbolic, symp-

tomatic, unknown, well-known
TRk L I ERENFTELSEVENS,

That she was pregnont was very plain,

o o®

What was very plain was (that)she was pregnant.

She was pregnant and if was very plain.

[

[¢]
v e N e

Very ploin was the fact that she was pregnant.

D

It's a fucky thing the maid was a calmer iype than she appeared.

e e N e e

There is no [little] doubi that she made a call on him a few Sundays ago-

by

3 -1 that-clause {22\ T

ZOF A TOREITAV SN ABEFA L EAEFI D 5091 thai-clavse DHTHVENS, ZOF
HBEELHIATIZDOFFPY L LT that-clause DIEE M3 22127 3, ERZIOBEEEHET
BN Tt ATERFEET that LT D clause PEFANRRER 22T ERBEITH L LHH N TE L, LAL
ZNZ OB thai-clanse 0)#75‘27}16@7157553&9@ SN2 PEMFTEZY,  thai-
clause @%ﬁfﬁf} RIS A BE 5 Az ZEFNELE LIS, The Kiparskys 13 “Fact” VizbwT
thai-clause & factive clause & non-faciive elause IZHTEL -, & 512 ~‘<??[E.E‘ili non-f{aciive clause
12, WEEERY - BIREWEIB 2RI 3 200 TN SNV — THEET S L TR ), The Kiparskys 12k

7
I& factive clause, non-factive clause |ZIXR 4 KDL 3 REEIF LD,

p

factive clause (22T
(1) thai-clause 12 the fact #1370, 20 that-clanse ZEEFRELTERTE 5,

The fact that the dog barked during the night.
The fact of the dog’s barking duving the night.

I want to make clear the fact that I don’ ¢ intend to participate.
(2) SMBEZE (extraposition) »° optional TH 5,

That there are porcupines in our basemeni makes sense io me.

It makes sense to me that there are porcupines in our basement.

4) Kiparsky, P. and C. Kiparsky., 1971 "Fact” SEMANTICS, ed. Sieinbery and Jakobovits,
Cambridge. pp. 345—369.
5) FEFEL=, 1973 “non-factive clause (ZoW {7 HEEE, E109EE 55, pp. 291292
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( 3) subject-raising transformation 2SEATE 2\,

It is relevant that he will accomplish even more.

*He is relevant to accomplish even more,
(4) EZEIZRD LD % presupposition & H D,

The speaker presupposes that the embedded clause expresses a frue proposition

(p. 348).

(5) factive clause DEEREE

factive
NP
//\
fag 5

(6) the fact OFEELZENEN it & thai-clause OHNIZE A2 LA TE B,

Bill resents it that people are always comparing him to Mozart.

They didn’ t mind ¢ that a crowd was beginning to gather in the street.

(7) factive clause & pro-form @ it & & 3%,
John regretted that Bill had done it, and Mary regretted ii, too.

{ 8) neg-raising transformation ZSERATE Z W,

I regret that he can’t help doing things like that.
*1 don’t regret that he can help doing things like that.

(9) Bl —FDiEENL factive clause Tl optional TH 5,
John grasped that the earth is (was) round.
non-factive clause {Z2(vT
(1) that-clause = the fact #2721, %O thai-clause BB ICERTE RV,

*1 assert the fact that I don’t intend to participate.

*We may conclude the fact of his having proposed several alternatives.

(2) 5-BEW (extraposition) 7% obligatory T 5,

* . . R
That there are porcupines in our basewment scems fo me.

It seems to me that there are porcupines in our basement.

2)
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>

(3) subiect-raising transformation PEHATE 3,

It is likely that he will accomplish even more.

He is likely to accomplish even more.

(4) factive clause ML) & presupposition 7%,
(5) non-factive DEEMEE

non-factive

NP

|

3

(6) the fact OFEEN LN it & thai-clause DETIZE B2 ENTE RV,
*Bill claims i that people are always comparing to Mozart.
(7) non-factive clause W& A so 2k - TRAFHLEN S,

~ John supposed that Bill had done it, and Mary supposed so, too.

.

(8) neg-raising transformation ATEFETE 3,

I believe that he can’t help doing things like that.
I don’ t delieve that he can help doing things like that.

(9) EBElo—FOEINTL non-factive clause TIE obligatory T 3,

John claimed that the earth was (*is) flat.

PEFSL=EED rnon-factive clause {(ZD\vT

KlE non-factive clause 1211 H 3 AT factive clause [ZEWEREZ E D /N —TAFEET I L0,
COBIEE LD —T% NF1, 235 THWITV—"7% NF2 MRS, NF 1A factive clause 23TV
WadDERABHIRD LBV TH S,

(1) CREZZFMLDEREIZ, NF 1D thai-clause 1 it 12& - TfR&FMLIN 5,

John asserts that Bill is dead, and Mary asserts ii, too.
(2) NF1® that-clause |X neg-raising transformation # 351775V, L= TCROIYIIFEETZ
W,

John asserts that Bill is not dead.

John does not assert that Bill is dead.
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(3) NF 10 predicates 3RD & 3 ICIREGHADPCENCRAZEHICAMNEE L LTE L2 LATE 5,

John asserted [claimed, proved] his innocence.

John suggested geing to the theater.

%%, believe, guess, suppose ML 12 NF1 & NF2OEGD 7 — Tz BT AER;HEY, Ih
SOEEIL, NF1OBA& L NF2OBETRERFEL S LIRHET 5,

U_t%?@ﬁﬁ\@‘“ﬂlj' thai-clause |21%, faciive clause, non-factive clause, & 512 non-factive clause

BTN ABSZLIIR S, ING ZIEIEO that-clause DFk4 ZEE] ;fjk ”ﬁﬂ & l<§§—i’<’6\&5%o L

,_wct 5 4% A FILRRHF L VRCIE 2V, REBERD “Factive BE” VLU it O IR
FENTHE, ZOMEORIIZBE LA LAROBERT T2 LIt LE ) 2T It is apparent that
hen-pecked husbands are growing in number. O thai-clause | factive clause TH5 72 non-
factive clause TH 5 3 2o extraposition #° optional THY, 3. 1ZhFx (a) (b) (c) (d)
(e) (f) @Z:)E(ﬁ*)j»\n‘j‘j nIF factive clause THBZEMbh 5, TIEID thai-clause 7 faciive
LWAIEEIZ DS 4 TORESIHEE X N 5TFET apparent OEBRIVEE & E0 k) BREEMEL L OOT
H DI,

3 - 2 JEEE apparent [ZDWT

;@i% D apparent DEWE THETH 3, LWHBKRTHZY FAETH S, LW IHETEH W EN
LT "%’7"1"“[7'2):7 I, BEIHLTILT ‘““U&ﬁ( b5, FEED the Kiparskys D5
presupposition & D HDIIHT 53 ‘J[&F“(@%?o Z OB thai-clause 7 factive clanse ThHH I
—ET 5, Lﬁ‘bi@%%”’;m@ TAECH 5 LY 288103 E 5 17T L THIET 5 2 LI TE
e vz k5, FEOMEAMTEIEHETE W30 TIRE LA b, £72 factive clause IZDWT DL
WIMBHE VI LV RBHERHLL VWL 50TIEEZDS S e ZDED BEEELERT L apparent {2

KDESH 7% feature TTHIENFTELI,

{4

4 subjective)
-+ particular)
L

i

factive )

P N e
1

-+ conerete >

)
=
N

Z @ feature |3 easy D - BELVIV SR LT, TEH, thai-clause DO
EERESOMEEIZ LS “é) DTHABEH, ZITH
BREVIEE Ak F”j L EAREEAE, syntax DREIT semantic properties FEEZIXE]

P BRy—DDFPLE N & ”)o Tl appareni E[F LT 4 TIHBENBMOBTILEITHS I W

shai-clouse O factivity &V ITEE L apparent DFE

(a) It is disgreceful that the table is scarred with cigavetie burns and the marks
of hot kettles.
(b) I's dreadful that strong healthy students be so idle.

It is clear that he is in the right.

1971 TH838%; 8 65, “Factive BE” Fﬁ/ﬂd B, pp. 102-111
1972 ; %Eﬁ%.ﬂ B 75, it OEBVITERR” B, B, pp. 49-57.

_64._
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(a) (b) (c¢) o disgraceful, dreadful, clear 12D\ T & apparent CFHEDZ AV Z B X572,
ZDF A4 TOHRENL that-clause, 12 factive % that-clause ¢ HEAET A2 L 2058 % 5 L 320y
MELL - TWEEWVE B,

4.8 b W

HAINENZH - T, TEFHE L 2HEH, thai-clause 2 EBFFFAE—FE LTV 3, 20 L5 IIEA
AP —ELTVWAHEEEECE20DX SRR ERAIPAETH S, BEADE DS F T L BRVEEE
&, TEF, that-clause DD F T HBENERELMEPICTE2 LY, ZOMBEEEMHET 28T
HDHEEZONBY, BWEHAOBRRELERMIIE VAT 2 Lidb b FETH S, TERNFHRHE W
> Td, Ty - FBEMNZEVIZT &2V, FTEICE - TH +subjective, +objective L1339 feature %
TR, ZHXEDEEN, EVFENEEHLAZFPE Lo ALY, £27 0o feature 2
LTHHBMIZZD L) % feature 2 4D LWV FPEY L LMLV, 32 ZDLI EAHo B RIE
H A1 LT3 semantic property & syntactic property IIBELEGIZH DLW I Z LY, ERFELD
EE, B E thal-clause DH VIR IZELFET A EWVWS 22 RELEALIICEDN A, T ERL
L BIEE easy & that-clause % & BZIEF apparent DERIFHIIFE L2 Y SR M2 ET 2L
AR L7z, SHIEAEFRE that-clause 7Y, BIREREY, BEERMICA 2 VBRLFHEZ O Y PS5 A b
ELTZloRBEEbNS,

B DICHERE & WAV ANREER L= REAR S 2 LT,
(19735 107)
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