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Present Situation of Fishery on Iki Island and its Problem

By
Hajime IMANISHI

Iki is blessed not only with abundant fish resources, but also with natural good
harbors formed by the indinted coastline. In view of circulation and consumption of
the commerical fishery products on this island, they move through market channels
in large cities such as Fukuoka and Kitakyushu from the Iki fishing centers to the
final consumers. Therefore fishery is one of the most significant sectors of Iki’s
economy. This paper deals with the present situation of the fishery on Iki and its
specific characters. The following is a sumarry of the results. 1) The fishery on
Iki is mainly grouped into two types: One is angling fishery operated in Katsumoto
fishing district, and other is round haul net fishery operated in Hakozaki fishing
district, which may take a turn favorable to fishery productive power. 2) Fishery
landings on Iki in 1977 totaled 17,156 tons valued at 7,970,000,000 yen. The sea
fisheries landing accounted for 98.5% in quantity and 99.1% in value of the total
catch. The sea cultures landings accounted for 1.5% in quantity and 0.9% in value
of the total catch. Fishing is mainly intended for migratory fish. 3) Angling fishery
is chiefly undertaken for high-priced fish, which account for one half of the total
catch landed on Iki. Net fishing (Medium-sized round haul net fishing is dominant.)
aims at catching migratory fish in quantities, which account for over one third of the
net fishing landings. 4) Small powered fishing boats below five tons, which play an
important role in fishery production, account for 80% of powered fishing boats. 5)
The fishermen on Iki are mainly engaged in angling fishery. [ki is surrounded with
favorable fishing grounds suitable for sea cultures, which remain unexploited. 6)
As for fishing intended for migratory fish catchable in quantities, it is a matter of
course that the direct connection of fishing-processing-consuming is of great advan-
tage from the viewpoint of management. But unfortunately there exists no fishery
processing industry on Iki, so it is hoped that its full development will be attained in
future. 7) The feeding damage caused by dolphins in the circumferential waters of
Iki is not a local problem, but a current social one.
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