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The Birth of the Student University in Bologna

By
Sadamitsu OHMORI

When the medieval Europe gave rise to the institution called university, there were born,
first of all, two universities which contrasted with each other as two sexes, that is, one of Paris
in the north and one of Bologna in the south of the Alps. And these two had thereafter the
decisive influences on the other universities with regard to their rises and falls, systemes, regula-
tions, usages, traditions and so on. Of these two, university in Paris became the stronghold of
the philosophy and the sacred study in the whole Christendom, and the other in Bologna ap-
peared as the very center of the efforts to receive Roman Laws, and was famous for its unparal-
leled excellence in the study and instruction of civil and canon laws. Further the former started
as master-directed university and remained as such, while the latter grew in the long run into
the student-ruling-university. In the present report this writer intends to survey the develop-
ment of the student hegemony in the case of Bologna within his reserch concern. It deals with
the following matters successively : 1. The prosperity of the law schools in north Italian city-
communes and its historical background. 2. The college of the teachers. 3. Why did the
foreign students make their universitatum in then Bologna? 4. The advance of the power and
the organization hujus universitatis. 5. The organization hujus universitatis. 6. The process
through which universitas scholarium Bononiensis aquired the school-managing-power and the
highly privileged corporate rights against that city.
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