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A Departure for the “Unmapped Country”
——An Analysis of the Characterization of Gwendolen
Harleth in Daniel Deronda———

Takako Takamoto

One of the most distinguished characteristics of the so-called Gwendolen Harleth plot in
Daniel Deronda, George Eliot's last novel, is that she suggests for the first time in her career
that most of man’s mental activities take place in subconsciousness. It is evident in the char-
acterization of Gwendolen, whose conflict between good and evil is described as that between
the dread of avenging powers for her evil deeds and her egoistic desires. And the more in-
tense of the two decides her conduct regardless of the choice that her reasoning makes. This
means that Eliot anticipated a Freudian theory about the super-ego and the id almost 20 years
before the publication of “Studien iber Hysterie”. Another characteristic of the Gwendolen
plot is that it reveals to some extent a sexual aspect in human relationships. Seen from this
viewpoint, the apparently irrelevant miscellaneous details. which Eliot wrote without any inten-
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tion of correlating, come to have meanings and help the plot achieve an organic unity.
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She meant to do what was pleasant to herself in a
striking manner; or rather. whatever she could do so
as to strike others with admiration and get in that re-
flected way a more ardent sense of living, seemed
pleasant to her fancy. (p. 69)
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‘I' m not foolish. [ know that |1 must be married some
time — before it is loo late. And 1 don’t see how [
could do better than marry Mr. Grandcourt. | mean to
accept him, if possible.” (p. 179)
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... all the infilirated influences of disregarded reli-
gious teaching, as well as the deeper impressions of
something awful and inexorable enveloping her,

seemed to concentrate themselves in the vague con-
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ceptions of avenging powers. {(p. 356)
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... she had been so occupied with perpetually alter-
nating images and arguments for and against the pos-
sibility of her marrying Grandcourt, that the conclu.
sion which she had determined on beforehand ceased
to have any hold on her consciousness:... She would
have expressed her resolve as before; but it was a
form out of which the blced had been sucked — no
more a part of quivering life than the ‘God’'s will be
done’ of one who is eagerly watching chances. (p. 341)
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In Gwendolen's conscicusness Temptation and Dread
met and stared like two pale phantoms, each seeing it-
self in the other — each obstructed by its own image;
and all the while her fuller self beheld the appari-
tions and sobbed for deliverance from them. (p. 738)
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No thundrous, bullying superior could have exer-
cised the imperious spell that Grandcourt did. Why,
instead of being obeyed, he had never been told to go
to a warmer place, was perhaps a mystery to several

who found themselves obeying him. (p. 331)
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But for some mysterious reason — it was a mystery
of which she had a faint wondering consciousness —
she dared not be satirical: she had begun to feel a
wand over her that made her afraid of offending
Grandcourt. (p. 158)
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This subjection to a possible self, a self not to be
absolutely predicted about, caused her some astonish-
ment and terror: her favourite key of life — doing as
she liked — seemed to fail her, and she could not
foresee what at a given moment she might like to do.
(p. 173)
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ATWE, Thbb, YL FYYREAOELELAY
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FIZRFEEQ2TY, LI ASNVFEHIIOTE, BT
BZADRY 70L%REHLALOTH S,

‘Am I altogether as you like ?"....

‘No,'....

‘Oh, mercy ... ‘How am [ alter myself ?*

‘Put on the diamonds,'....

..."Oh, please not. I don't think diamonds suit me.’

‘What you think has nothing to do with it."....'l wish
you to wear the diamonds.’

‘Pray excuse me; [ like these emeralds.’

‘Oblige me by telling me your reason for not wear-
ing the diamonds when | desire it.".... (pp. 480-81)
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TREENZUAIEORBERIE LTV, LR,
X RV 2y 7oy b E2tkE LTRSS, B0
Bty Fra-r xR t+sry=xn, #LTCE
DEDBLEREORETTR/RABL 7 FY X EwHE
RizBATH S,

LaLeds, EICSIBLAZEBIZBYWTRARLS
77Xy FY) yoREOHR, SSHokoroedrd L
I ESOEE RS NICOMEBMYT, BXoBME L
TEXGNTVENBOPH L ERICARTH, HLD
BEORROEFEIBRF I LLIHRLAORLEE5 L5, &
, JIMLARBEONTYIy FY L T4R8vET
TVAHDAVFEREDHIZHEEOLWTHLEDRT S
ENTEBABI ) RS (p. 481) ¥, Y5 Fa—
PAEALBHZO RN ELAVTIBALXRELL
B GHREELNTWATEEINIE, ZOEMEERY
NEVWRRERNHTELL(RLLENS, Shbox
Y- FMS A5 RHAOHNRIL, Yok eys
vFa-tofEE, EFOPaLERGY SN
Mh6DRBAEIETINLTREVWES S A, KIS
BIFH_208|Mik, Y5 Fa—-ro%xizd+sr
FrEIA-VETELF)  DERFRhOBHTH S
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OF ¢ XLsM6LHLTEY, ZAORELEOH
O 6IRADINETLIIRERAT

She had been brought to accept him in spite of every-

thing — brought to kneel down like a horse under

training for the arena, .... (p. 365)

‘He delights in making the dogs and horses quail:

that is half his pleasure in calling them his,” ... 'It
will come to be so with me; and 1 shall quail ...." (p.
482)
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RIZHLTORMIGRBLH IR, Y2 FY D
7 Fa-MIHTHRMGABMHBER - XRSH
BELALEMAKI SR, £ Fa—- ol
B, Y2 FY e XRIBIEDSHELEZY TR
T4 22 RBUDANBEERTVS, L b, 0%
MEATEEY S DB IIZIE, M LME T Ci i,
BHOMBOLMATVIERbhBD2H, Thit—yg
CENLv, DRI, YT FYIN, Y50 Fa-
PTG 2 e —RAREWIIT S L 2D, Hiisn
BERELROTHBIZO 2D DLT, WOMITE L5 %
BIEBRLAILL, Y5 Fa— b, HATIRES
LTWiwnbnon, Y22 M LEEYBRL2EWS
ECHRKRBLELTOZADLEABENALNZDAT
Hb, HNEEN—Yy 7-WERAE2 } ) 7HRE
EHARAABIZRERTLVWLOO, HOEERIZOW
TOF—-2ORMIPEEBIIRDL 22 LIRS TH
5,

Kz, YTy F) I ¥ AOMBIZBITLEOE
ENEDLHIIIB/BERTHEINERTHEV, 1Y
9 PRIOZAOMEIZDOWTR, Y2 FY by
FrFa—-ORMRICBYTEY SO II KB AR
MEEL LM IEL T, b Lihias, =
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Bo LIV LIEMIZHIZOIE, TS XALE
DILZMEE, A XABALEII ETHAN
L, ANBORBREVIBESORBFLHR(IEIZINE
NEFMHIFILEI ETHLREAMANORETHS. ZA
DEDLEH LRBEREROZEY - F2ro$TIido &
hrlEgshtwd, tnx¥y—-Fkit, yxrFY
Y=Ly KIS ELTWAD ] Y= ADGERD
B, LrbEEMEI&E2(ALDIl’HIZAR
Zedo 7L AENVRL, HIZENETILIZE-T
W HUME BT LztnHIbDTH
Bo FoINOIOTHNDITHIE, FDROTT 5 M
BOTHEMN LY P o OMEHREEICRITRAD
LML TS,
ZAOMEEERHANRRL Dol EIZOVT
2, 2Vt bR, YU FY AT I RICHLTE
SR T2 2 € “confidence™ X8 &, F=xT ALY
kY > @ “confidence” % H 424t % “particular claim™
RERLTHY, LErLZAOMIZWbWwS ML, &
MRELOENDMIZ O DT L E#RDELBBLT
%, (pp. 500,504), £7:, KRIBIATHEHADS
FHOLEENDI EERIITWVE,

‘Then tell me what better I can do,” said Gwen-
dolen, insistently.

‘Many things. Look on other lives besides your
own. See what their troubles are, and how they are
borne. Try (o care about something in this vast world
besides the gratification of small selfish desires. Try
to care for what is best in thought and action —
something that is good apart from the accidents of

your own lot."(pp. 501-2)

Yoz pOEER T SICHAMOEFENTH S, £LT
FYIyRYrDNTLY =% priest"t LTHELT
whitBE~NohTwa,

Without the aid of sacred ceremony or costume, her
feelings had turned this man, only a few years older
than herself, into a priest; a sort of trust less rare
than the fidelity that guards it.(p. 485)

SOMIZH Ty FY AT =T )% “angel” (p. 737)
REBoh, ¥ DWHRTFE D “chapel” (p. 505)

DEITH 1LV I BEMKRT S,

LALENS, SOLHICBRROKIBOLVITFE LD
BERTVBIZL A 2bOY, HLDKRTIZBHEY
YY) 0RE - BNERTICRTASE, £TLY
FAOBERIZHTRIOLVWLDHNHLIENERLLN
Bo -k, VWS 7HAMBN A -F 1+ DL, ¥
IyFEYYRAMTRILELHIIY =T HIZH LRI
S5Fw, TAANIIRALELAORNEREICEDS
RTF=INEROHDB, T, AL LRLER
5 bokualt#sLIIcBIALI LML, BL
METHLBOLLDTREVWERI LI LHLLEE:
LOENHBYWSE TLOR, LOd Tz boI12{,
BRATAHALIDETEFRREALNOEZ /20T 5 (pp.
607-8)0 X612, YU FN I MF2INEZAEDY
TEREIELVTHTIER) TRLE EOELOLE
B¥RTH LI,

And now he would not look round and find out that
she was there! The paper crackled in his hand, his
head rose and sank, exploring those stupid columns,
and he was evidently stroking his beard, as if this
world were a very easy affair to her.... She felt sick
with irritation—so fast do young creatures like her
absorb misery through invisible suckers of their own
fancies—and her face had gathered that peculiar ex-
pression which comes with a mortification to which
tears are forbidden.(p. 468)
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There is a great deal of unmapped country within
us which would have to be taken into account in an

explanation of our gusts and storms. (p. 321)
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