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Analysis of the Data of the Coast Fisheries of Yamaguchi Prefecture
at the End of the 19th Century

Shiki Kodama

Since the 200-mile fisheries zone was established, it is often said that coast fishery in Japan
should be appreciated again. Recently, however, most people in Japan have little knowledge
about coast fishery, for they import most of the fishes from foreign countries. So the author
believes that it is necessary to obtain information about fishery in the old days when we were
getting most fishes near the coast of Japan. For this purpose, the author tries to analyze the
data from the book “Suisanjiko Tokubetsu Chosa”(in Japanese) written in 1891 and the journal
“Yamaguchi-ken Kangyo Nenpo” (in Japanese) in 1894. In these, there are many detailed re-
cords about the fishes caught at the coast of Japan at that time. From this study, some features

of fisheries in Yamaguchi will be found.
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