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The Thematic and Narrative Conflicts in Free Fall
Takako Takamoto

There are thematic and narrative conflicts in William Golding's Free Fall The thematic
conflict is that though this novel is based on the premise that complete free will is possible in
human beings up to a certain point in life, on= finds that, from his infancy onward, the pro-
tagonist Sammy Mountjoy is obsessed with the idea of sharing the identity of the one he loves.
Sammy’s conduct is, whether he is aware or not, largely controlled by this obsession, which is
derived from his ignorance of his father’s identity. One can conclude from this that psycholo-
gical determinism is working in Sammy’s life in this sense: Sammy is not completely free at
the outset.

The conflict in narrative technique is that two modes of narration are adopted in this novel:
first, a realistic mode, and later an allegorical mode. The story of Sammy’s seduction of Beat-
rice Ifor is related realistically, while Sammy’s enlightenment is achieved through an experi-
ence which should be interpreted allegorically. Moreover, the characterization of Beatrice is
two-fold. Her limitations as a Catholic girl from the lower middle class, such as sexual inhibi-
tion, are realistically dramatized through various episodes, whereas her moral goodness is de-
scribed in an allegorical mode, such as the heavenly light from her brow.

The presence of these two conflicts makes this novel not only complicated but also elusive
in its meaning.
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obsession drove me at her.

COBRMMEHHLORENGTTEI LM LTTHLS
LR, FRBEICESTET P R E—HiE
L7sws, BHATL2w, AT ERR LW EWn ) duniiiai
FLWODThots, TOZL, FLEARET YR
HEHBEDADEHIZRDATYS,

“I said I loved you. Oh God, don't you know what that
means 7 [ want you, [ want all of you, not just cold kis-
ses and walks =1 want to be with you and in you and on
you and round you—1I want fusion and identity — I want
to understand and be understood — oh God, Beatrice,

Beatrice I love you—1 want 10 be you!” (p.105)

WEEPEMELLTVBOTIR A ENbISII YD
oML SR IO SIA, I -0 I 0iniNgG
PEIHALALTETVHANIIONT, FHERDEDNE
Dbl B L AP HHLEELD,

“Beatrice.”

“Mm?”

“What is it like 10 be you ?”

A sensible question; and asked out of my admiration
Jor Evie and Ma, out of my adolescent faniasies, out of

my painful obsession with discovery and identéfication.

An impossible question. (£ 71 » 2 83%H) (p.103)

LDEN oA D LN, EOHIGEN LD TEvie
BT AT LEISELTWD ) LW IH I -0
W, MRKLTEREIFo T ENDbhS, s k)
DI, AIEBELIZY 3 - D Rotten Row L1 T Yy F o4l
HDAT AR{EA TV & S EA T K Oo-B
SEThD, DU by - O={I2WTIE, 22T
Mark Kinkead-Weckes & lan Gregor it 27 2 DY
WKALZTWANERLHELT, ¥ BEdotiFs
S S TOMERHC L EMISI A Twd, 2LT, %
LHOIS 1 A~ 2RO Y ADTEL L, I
Bl obat ) LhDhnifit i EOIE Y — FizD
VTRIEMOT — v L GtEME GV L A 80, fi#i 2
NBZENE L, 6N EY - FE{EREEROF -
EHUDHTHEATW AT OAIMD FLAL
Wi, P i-ANIhenTYy-FEBEN0S
oW TSROt i DI ERS
MREZ Wb D267, TG ROMBOEHIZND
BEIARI A LVDTHAE, ("1 describe them be-
cause they seem to be important. They contributed very
little to the straight line of my story.”) (p.46) LiE~<T
VBT TCH L,

LAL, ERIO—HERHKED LWL E Y — FOHFEH)
OIREDY I =D AN EISESH LIS L BN R
TWBEHEZDL, 15, I - LADxdr s -2}
LTHRGT WG IERICRIT 5, Evind, =
V4 =B E T EZOH L LA (-TR%{, 1
A DREFLIENTE LW /IS o Tl

(p.28) DUz L, TV D LMOMBLIZVT, (p.29) TR
By (p.29) ORI 2iF XN TV LM AN 5 22
HTHhD, O LI, EOEOUEH AIFEALE &2,



Free FalliZ3503 5 K00 2 D084 197

IR sy, Vg =2 EORHIOHBORN L
FITHVOMIRA I ERFsNAZ EIZ L - THEN
YR E Lol EAOQUMTIZRBLEWVH Z &I, I
S TG 2B T EV I O e T L, E
DR, PWTHEDRNEOLDIBNAZ LS /2D
Chb, ¥ LT, FhEF SN LD I -MED
BEMOFIZHTONTUA LW HSEREOZ &I
It al:OTHhH,

And the shape of life loomed that § was insufficient for
our lodger's thateh, for that swan-white seal of ultimaie

knowing. (p.29)
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