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The Miyuki-bune, Boat Race Event at Iki
Island in Nagasaki Prefecture™'
—A Folkloric Study of a Fishing Village—

Susumu Tatehira*?

In 1990, the Japanese government decided that the records of the Iki Island boat races
should be officially preserved. Therefore, at the request of the Agency for Cultural Aff
airs, | conducted research on the boat races. My fieldwork primarily covred the Iki Dist
rict, focusing on Katsumoto-ura, Katsumoto-cho-the only town presently holding boat
races.

The study took place between August 1991 and January 1992. I compiled and analyzed
the data and submitted the results as an official academic report in February 1992. That
report is the basis for this paper.

The Tki Island boat race, locally called “Miiki-bune” or “Miyuki-bune” , is held annually
on the day of the Shomo-gu Festival. My reseatch involved inteviewing local residents and
checking facts of historical documents concerning the races. The purpose of the research
was to identify the social function the races have had in the fishing village.

The research reveals : (1) the Festival’s survival to the present is due mainly to the vil-
lage’s strictly organized social structure ; (2) the Shomo-gu Festival is the center of the an-
nual village life-cycle ; (3) the boat race is the main event of the Festival (this is made
clear by the fact that the villagers often call the Shomo-gu Festival “Miyuki-bune” , “the
boat race” ) ;(4) the boat race has its roots in fishing (this is evident in the fact that the
prototype of the race boat is an Edo-era whaling ship-a kind of Iki Tento-bune).

The results of my research show that (1) Katsumoto-ura is, in a folkloric sense, a typi-
cal Japanese fishing village ; (2) traditionally, the Boat Race has been the axis of the
Katsumoto-ura village life.
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