Journal of National Fisheries University 47 (1} 23-29 (1998)

ZARBROEFICE T 5 —F5!

A Study of the Transition in the Nigishima Festival*!

Toshio Yasutomi*?

The Nigishima Festival, which is held in Nigishima, Kumano City, Mie Prefecture, is one of the four
biggest ship festivals in the Kumano area. This festival is designated as one of the important cultural
properties in Mie Prefecture. It has been handed down on two shrines, Moroko-Jinja and Akoshi-Jinja,
which are located an both sides of the mouth of Nigishima Bay. During this Festival, people have of-
fered their fervent prayers for a large catch of fish and safety during the voyage.

This festival, however, is obliged to accept various changes, following the transformation of the social
system. The ceremony has become simplified, and original patterns of the festival have been changing.
For example, the boat race, the main event of this festival has been losing its attractiveness as in old
days. In the past the race was very exciting, so each team in the region competed very intensively trying
to be the winner of the match. Being the winner brought much honor. Now, however, the race is nominal,
and not very competitive.

There seem to be some reasons for that. Now, more young people are moving to big cities, and fewer
stay in their hometown. Due to the decrease in the young population, the system of the society cannot
help but change. Also, today’s young people have been losing their interest in suchfestivities, and have
become less anxious to inherit the traditional events.

Consequently, this trend among young people has been making the management or the maintenance of
this festival very difficult.

It’s also natural that the forms and patterns of the festival should be actually changed in this depopu-
lated community. Although, in the future, more and more changes will occur in Nigishima Festival, we
need to observe its course and record such transformations.
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