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Structure of digestive diverticula of a mud snail, Cipangopaldina chinensis

(Gastropoda : Mesogastropoda)

Ken-ichi Yamamoto' ",

Takeshi Handa' and Masakazu Kondo'

Abstract : The structure of the digestive diverticula of 8 mud snail, Cipangopalding chinensis, was ex-
amined with corrosinon casts and histological sections. The cast was made using the prepolymerization
methyl methaerylate (MercoxCL- 2 R) l:nnl:airlim; 10% Mercox MA, The digestive diverticola started as
one duet out af the oriflice of the stomach. The doet divided into two duets: one extended to near the apex
and another near the aperture. The tubule of digestive diverticula beginning from the two ducts repeated
branching and showed the monopodial branching type. The results of this experiment probably indicate
that the duct of the mod snail was supposed vet dose not differentiate into the main duct with the sccon-

dary ducts,

K.ey words : Mesogastropoda, mud snail ; corrosion cast ; digestive diverticula
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Fig. 1 . Exterior view (A}, vertical section of the body (B and C) and holizontad section of the body (D oand E) of o mad
snail Cipangopdlding ehinensis. D : digestive diverticola, MP: marsupivn;, 5T @ stomach, Bars in A and B= 10mm,

Bars in C-E= 1 mnL
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Fig. 3 . Corrosion cast of the digestive diverticula (A} and the duet (B) of the mud snail, D1 and D22 digestive diverticula,
DD : duct, ST : stomach, 1IN intestine, 05 ; cesophagus, Bars= 1 mn
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