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Postlarval Form of the Skipjack (Katsuwonus pelamis)
from the Phoenix Islands

By

Reizo IsHivyaMa and Keisuke OKADA

Several young fishes were caught near the Phoenix Islands, central Pacific. The
characteristic features of the young, measuring from 5mm to 8mm, agree well with
those of the postlarvae of the skipjack. (Fig. | A, B), which have been described
by Wade (1953) and others. ‘
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Toble 1. Measurements of postiarval Katsuwonus pelamis, in mm.

Ne. Total length | Body hight Head length | Snout length | Eve diameter I. Snout to anus
i 5.9 2.0 2.5 N 1.0 3.2
2 6.6 2.5 C2.7 1.5 1.2 3.8
3 7.0 2.2 3.0 1.2 1.5 l 4.0
4 5.8 2.0 2.2 1.2 1.0 3.0
5 5.5 2.0 - 2.3 1.3 10 2.7
6 5.3 1.9 2.1 1.3 1.0 | 3.0
7 5.1 ! 1.9 2.0 1.2 0.9 ; 3.0
8 5.2 | 1.9 2.0 1.0 0.9 . 2.6
9 5.0 1.6 2.2 0.9 0.8 ! 2.1
10 7.0 2.3 2.9 1.2 1.5 4.1
11 8.0 2.5 3.2 1.6 1.4 4.1
& R
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Fig. 1. Postlarvae of Katsuwonus pelamis. A, 5.9mm ; B, 7.0mm.
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Rons | ryofiABoaHcrrZ{thx, (Fig. 1 B)
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