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On the Early Life-history of Tapes variegata (SOWARBY)¥
By

Hiroshi YosHiDA

Previously (1935), the author has reported on the young shell of Tapes variegata.
The peculiar structure of the young, which coarse granules scattered densely on the
shell, follows the margin of the prodissoconch. Recently the author has identified the
veliger larva of this species in the plankton collected from the seas of Yoshimi, near
our college. The full grown veligers, 0.20mmXx0.18 mm—0.215 mmx0.195mm (Fig. [,
Fig. 2,a), were reared. Then they showed the above mentioned peculiar sculpture on
the shell.  When the youg shell attained a length of about lmm, radiating striae,
began to appear like as in Tapes japonica (Fig. 2, d).

Fig. 1. Full grown veligers of Tapes variegata,
0.20mm x 0. 18mm—0.23mm x0.21mm.
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Fig. 2. Veliger larva and young shell of Tapes variegata (a—c), veliger larva of
Tapes japonica (d).

Full grown veliger, 0.20mmx 0. 18mm, collected in the seas of Yoshimi.

Ditto, the inner view of right valve, showing the hinge structure (dead shell).

Benthonic young shell, 1.05mmx0.85mm, reared from the veliger larva.
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Showing the larval hinge teeth, the inner view of left valve of full grown
veliger, 0.20mm > 0. 18mm (dead shell).

E # ® R

COBRHETRZEBRENT, v v~ ~RTEHET LI, KEBOKE2Z0ITHEAL, K418 1 [ELE
K% & DIPATL, 19584E 7 BIAB B 2B L2 4 O, 22H0.19mm x 0.17 mm DR & 3 THEHIER
L, BERCEA T, €0RIZEFROMIICHE > THCEIR?2 2— 3% %, 834 HiTiZ0.28mmx
0.26 mm k73, EBICRREEBIDN, TOH KB T O R LI, 9 A30H, 0.95mmx

Fig. 3. Showing the coarse granules on the postero-ventral margin of the
shell, at the stage of benthonic early young, 0.41mmx0.35mm (reared

from the veliger larva).
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Fig. 4. Showing the coarse granules densely scattered on the young shell,

2.5mmx 1.8mm {collected from natural sea bed).
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